
 
 

September 6, 2026 
Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew. 

 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)    
 

 

Greeting/Life of the Church                                          
 

Prelude                                                                        Carol Stewart 
                                    “The Gift of Love”           arr. by Marilynn Ham 
 

**Call to Worship 
Awaken to the call of love. 
We come to worship with hearts awakened. 
Awaken to live fully in the light. 
We worship the One who calls us into the light, to love one 
another as God has loved us.  
 

**Opening Hymn      “Help Us Accept Each Other”    (v.1,3,4) UMH #560 
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Loving God, as we gather in your presence, we seek to put on 
the armor of light, and to live as your children. Help us cast 
aside the darkness and embrace your love more fully. Awaken 
us to your call, that we may walk in the light of Christ each 
day. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Children’s Moments              
 

Prayer Hymn                 “Thy Word Is a Lamp”                    UMH #601 
 

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Offering/Offertory                                                         Carol Stewart 
             “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”    Kathleen Thomerson 
                      

**Doxology                                                                        UMH #95 
 
 
 
 

 
 
**Prayer of Dedication 
Reconciling God, you mark our lives not with fear, but with 
mercy, and you gather us into a people shaped by grace. Receive 
these gifts as signs of our trust in your saving power and our 
commitment to your work of healing and restoration. Use what 
we offer to mend what is broken, welcome those who feel 
outside, and build a community where forgiveness and hope 
have the final word. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen 
 

Ministry of Music                                                Joyce Smith, vocal solo 
 

Scripture Reading                                                        Romans 13:8-14 
 

Sermon                    “Love & Light”          Guest Speaker Suzanne Bandy 
 

Confession & Pardon 
Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to 
admit to you the fullness of our lives – that which is beautiful 
and good, and that which is hurtful and hateful. We confess that 
we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. 
We judge and condemn. We cast the first stone and keep the 
logs in our own eyes. We do not turn to You as the source of our 
healing. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sin and empower us to 
be imitators of Christ in love and service. Amen. 
Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to 
everlasting, and I remind you of this surpassing grace – in the name of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion                                              (see insert) 
 

**Closing Hymn     “God Be with You till We Meet Again”        UMH #672 
 

**Sending Forth 
 

Postlude                                                                         Carol Stewart 
                     “May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You”         Auld/Wilson 

  
 

  

The Altar Flowers are given by Debi Hall in memory of and a 
heavenly Happy Birthday to a very special man, David Jones.  

  
 



Scripture Reading – Romans 13:8-14 (NIV)  
 

Love Fulfills the Law 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 

love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the 

law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” 

“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 

covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are 

summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is 

the fulfillment of the law. 

The Day Is Near 

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has 

already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because 

our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The 

night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 

the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us 

behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 

dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 

desires of the flesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 6, 2026 -  Worship Team 
      

 Guest Speaker     Suzanne Bandy 
 

 Ushers               Mike Tittle, Don Wolf,  
  Butch Smith, Kirk Henning 
       

 Greeters Bruce Spitler, Debbie Spitler 
   

 Organist Carol Stewart 
 

 Choir Director     Glen Shaw 
  

 Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek 
   

Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt. 

 Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13 

pastorjeff@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

WELCOME VISITORS!

If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and 
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment 
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. 

 

mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

September 6, 2026 Announcements 

--------------------- 
DORCAS CIRCLE: Please note we will have a date, time and room change this month. We 
will meet on Tuesday, Sep. 8 at 10:00am in the Library. 

--------------------- 
JOIN THE CHOIR: The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, Sep. 9 at 
7:30pm in the Sanctuary. If you like to sing, we would love for you to join us. We sing 2 
Sundays a month and also for some special occasions. We sing to Glorify God and to support 
our church services.  

--------------------- 
LOTS OF HELP IS NEEDED FOR GARAGE SALE: Donations can be dropped off Thursday, 
Sep. 10 from noon to 8:00pm and Friday, Sep. 11 from 9:00am-noon. The Sale will be held 
on Friday, Sep. 11 from 6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon. 
 

Positions Available: 
 • receive donations and price & stock tables on Thursday & Friday  
 • work the sales floor on Friday & Saturday  
 • work as a cashier on Friday (we need 4) & Saturday (we need 2)  
 • clean up crew on Saturday, 12-2pm 
 

To sign up, contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com. 
--------------------- 

BRING YOUR COINS: Coins for Missions is Sunday, Sep. 13. Coins will go to the 
following Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, 
Fish Pantry and Family Promise. 

--------------------- 
MARY AND MARTHA GATHERING: Please join Mary & Martha on Monday, Sep. 14 at 
6:00pm in FCC, for a practical self-defense class focused on low-impact moves designed to 
help protect yourself with confidence.  This session will be lead by Donna Saraga, President 
of the Xenia Chamber of Commerce, and will cover simple, effective techniques that are easy 
to learn and appropriate for a wide range of fitness levels, making it a great opportunity to 
build awareness and personal safety skills.  As always, we will start with a potluck and move 
into encouraging words.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Laurie Krakowiak at 
maryandmarthaxenia@gmail.com. 

--------------------- 
IT’S FESTIVAL OF SHARING TIME AGAIN: Our Mission Team will be collecting 3 types of 
kits: please create a “kids” kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or fill a 1 gallon bag 
with “hygiene” or” period” supplies. Look for the kit lists and bags on the table in the 
narthex. Please return filled bags by Sunday, Sep. 20. Contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-
1143. 

--------------------- 
WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE: All women are invited to attend on Monday, Sep. 21 at 
1:00pm in the Parlor. 

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH: Meet the third Monday each month; Monday, Sep. 21, at 6:00 pm in CC 
16A. All Christian men are invited to join. Something from the grill will be served. Please bring 
a side dish if you like.  Review of the recent garage sale results.  The Garden of Sharing is 
growing well but needs tending multiple days per week. The produce is taken to FISH pantry, 
Bridges of Hope, and Family Promise.  Come out and share some growth time with Men of 
Faith. 

--------------------- 
WE NEED YOUR JEANS: Mary and Martha Gathering is collecting used freshly washed jeans 
ANY COLOR/ANY SIZE/ANY CONDITION for a craft. Please drop your jeans in the tub in the 
narthex by Sunday, Sep. 27. For more information, please contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-
1143. 

--------------------- 
 
 

Next Week's Calendar 
 

Monday, Sep 7 – LABOR DAY – OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Tuesday, Sep 8 
9:00am – 2:00pm - Walking - FCC 
10:00 – 11:30am - Tuesday Bible Study – Parlor 
10:00 – 12:00pm - Dorcas Circle – Library 
 

Wednesday, Sep 9 
6:15 – 7:15pm - Handbell Choir Practice - Music Room 
7:30 – 9:00pm - Chancel Choir Practice - Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, Sep 10 
11:00am – 12:00pm - Prayer Shawl – Parlor 
6:30 – 8:30pm – Scouting America District Leaders – FH 15A-B 
 

Friday, Sep 11 
6:00 – 8:00pm – GARAGE SALE – FCC 
 

Saturday, Sep 12 
9:00am – 12:00pm – GARAGE SALE – FCC 
 

Sunday, Sep 13 
9:00 – 10:00am - Sunday School - Library, Parlor, CC 16A 
10:00 – 10:30am - Hospitality Time - Narthex 
10:30 – 11:30am - Worship Service - Sanctuary  

11:30 – 12:00pm – Christian Education – Rm 6 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Studies 
 

Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Lucy Parsons, study of “Breaking the 
Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation” by Bruce M. Metzger. 
 

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Hearts on 
Fire - The United Methodist Story.” 
 

Starting Sunday, Sep. 13 
 

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A, Leader Amy Cyr. 
  

Preschool – Grade 5 will meet in CC 16A  under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and 
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sermon – Sunday, Sep. 13 

Sermon                               “Judge Jesus”                    Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Scripture Lesson                                               Romans 14: 1-12 (CEB) 

 
 
 
 
 

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEW MEMBER CLASS: If you are interested in membership at Faith 
Community, you are invited to attend a one day orientation class on Sunday, Sep. 27, 
2:00-5:00pm in the Parlor. Please call the office or email Pastor Jeff PastorJeff@fcum.org 
to sign up so we can prepare the materials.  

--------------------- 

 

mailto:Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com
mailto:maryandmarthaxenia@gmail.com
mailto:PastorJeff@fcum.org
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Sacrament of Holy Communion 
  

Great Thanksgiving (Matthew 14: 13-21) 
(Rachel Cornwell) 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We give thanks to God.  
 
Blessed are you, O God, who with your Word and Holy Spirit created all 
things and called them good.  
From the edge of the River Jabbock to the shore of the Sea of Galiliee,  
and beyond, to every place and time.  
You meet us face to face.  
You feed our hungers, you quench our thirst,  
You heal our brokenness and give us new life by water and the 
Spirit.  
 
In Jesus Christ, your Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  
He fed those without food; he healed the sick and at with outcasts.  
He took bread and fish and with a blessing,  
Turned fears of scarcity into a meal of abundance.  
 
In the cross of Christ, you took upon yourself our sin and death,  
And destroyed their power forever.  
You raised from the dead this same Jesus,  
who now reigns with you in glory,  
and poured upon us your Holy Spirit,  
making us the people of your new covenant.  
 
On the night before meeting with death 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,  
gave it to the disciples, and said:  
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
When the supper was over Jesus took the cup,  
gave thanks to you, gave it to the disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 
 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer all that we are and all that we have 
as a holy and living sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us.  
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts,  
that in the breaking of this bread and the drinking from this cup 
we may be filled by the presence of the living Christ 
and be renewed as the body of Christ for the world.  
 
May we be sent out into the world 
To share this feast with others,  
until Christ comes again and we feast at your table forever.  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Giving the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer after Holy Communion 
We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have 
known the presence of Christ and have received all Christ’s gifts. 
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and let us 
show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
- selections from “A Brief Great Thanksgiving for General Use,” The United Methodist 
Hymnal 
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