
 
 
 

September 20, 2026 
Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew. 

 
 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)    
 

 

Greeting/Life of the Church                                          
 

Prelude                                               Carol Stewart or Handbell Choir 
                               “Praise to the Lord”         arr. by Anna Laura Page 
 

**Call to Worship 
In times of busyness and stress when we feel surrounded by challenges 
on all sides. 
We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel.   
In times of joy and rest when we feel the goodness of God’s provision 
and abundance deep in our bones. 
We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel.   
In times of conflict and distress when we feel just how hard it is to live 
in unity together. 
We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel.   
Disciples of Christ, come, let us worship God who empowers us to press 
on. 
 

**Opening Hymn                   “Are Ye Able”             (v 1,3,4) UMH #530 
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Mighty God, we enter your presence with thanksgiving and 
hope. You have formed us as your people. You join us on the 
journey of life through valleys, upon mountains, and on the 
plains. We set our attention on you and seek your wisdom, 
encouragement, and grace. Reveal your will and display your 
glory among your people as we worship your holy name. Amen. 
 

Children’s Moments              
 

Prayer Hymn                     “Bind Us Together”        (see insert – repeat 1x) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Offering/Offertory                                                            Carol Stewart 
                            “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?”         Frances R. Havergal 
                 

**Doxology                                                                          UMH #95 
 

**Prayer of Dedication 
Steadfast God, for us to live is Christ. In every season, you hold 
us, and in every struggle, you knit us together as one body. 
Receive these gifts as signs that we choose to stand firm, 
striving side by side, living as citizens of your kingdom. Use what 
we offer to encourage the weary, strengthen your church, and 
bear witness that love is stronger than fear. Amen. 
 

Ministry of Music                                                            Handbell Choir 
                                    “Dona nobis pacem”         arr. by John A. Behnke 
 

Scripture Reading                                                    Philippians 1:21-30 
 

Sermon                “Press On: Striving Side By Side”       Pastor Jeff Bandy 
 

**Closing Hymn    “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”             (see insert) 
 

**Sending Forth 
 

Postlude                                                                         Carol Stewart 
                             “There Is Joy in Serving Jesus”          Oswald J. Smith 

  
 

  

The Altar Flowers are given by Alice Osman  
in honor of twins, Alec and Alisa’s 62nd Birthday.  

  
 
 
 



Scripture Reading – Philippians 1:21-30 (CEB)  

 
 

 21 Because for me, living serves Christ and dying is even better.  
22 If I continue to live in this world, I get results from my work.  
23 But I don’t know what I prefer. I’m torn between the two  

because I want to leave this life and be with Christ, which is far 

better. 24 However, it’s more important for me to stay in this world 

for your sake. 25 I’m sure of this: I will stay alive and remain with all 

of you to help your progress and the joy of your faith, 26 and to 

increase your pride in Christ Jesus through my presence when I 

visit you again. 

 

Live worthy of the gospel 
 
27 Most important, live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s 

gospel. Do this, whether I come and see you or I’m absent and 

hear about you. Do this so that you stand firm, united in one  

spirit and mind as you struggle together to remain faithful to the 

gospel. 28 That way, you won’t be afraid of anything your  

enemies do. Your faithfulness and courage are a sign of their 

coming destruction and your salvation, which is from God. 29 God 

has generously granted you the privilege, not only of believing in 

Christ but also of suffering for Christ’s sake. 30 You are having the 

same struggle that you saw me face and now hear that I’m still 

facing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 20, 2026 -  Worship Team 
        

 Ushers               Mike Tittle, Don Wolf,  
  Butch Smith, Kirk Henning 
       

 Liturgist  Micah Fleming 
   

 Greeters Bob Whipp, Pam Whipp 
   

 Organist Carol Stewart 
 

 Choir Director     Glen Shaw 
  

 Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek 
 

Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt. 

 Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13 

pastorjeff@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

WELCOME VISITORS!

If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and 
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment 
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. 

 

mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

September 20, 2026 Announcements 
 

NEW ROOF: The entire church roof is being replaced in sections over the next several weeks. At 
this time, we don’t believe any activities will be cancelled, just please be cautious when 
entering/exiting the parking lot and all entrances of the building.  

--------------------- 
EXCITING NEWS!: Our church leadership has determined it is time for our new pictorial 
church directory. We will have volunteers in the narthex on Sunday, Sep. 20 through 
Sunday, Oct. 25 to update your family's information for our database and the Directory as 
well as to schedule a photography session for your family. The photography date will 
be Thursday, Oct. 29, 2:00-8:30pm in Rm. 6. To schedule your photography appointment 
online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on Photography Session Sign-Up on the right 
side. Enter the Church Code: oh3016 Enter the password: OH3016member.  Follow the 
prompts to schedule your family’s appointment time. If you have 6 or more in your family 
please use 2 consecutive time slots. The online scheduling option is available Monday through 
Friday.  Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon as possible to secure your 
preferred date and time. If you have any questions, contact the office at (937) 372-7601.  

--------------------- 
IT’S FESTIVAL OF SHARING TIME AGAIN: Our Mission Team will be collecting 3 types of 
kits: please create a “kids” kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or fill a 1 gallon bag with 
“hygiene” or” period” supplies. Look for the kit lists and bags on the table in the narthex. Please 
return filled bags by TODAY, Sunday, Sep. 20. Contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143. 

--------------------- 
WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE: All women are invited to attend on Monday, Sep. 21 at 1:00pm 
in the Parlor. 

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH: Meet the third Monday each month; Monday, Sep. 21, at 6:00 pm in CC 
16A. All Christian men are invited to join. Something from the grill will be served. Please bring a 
side dish if you like.  Review of the recent garage sale results.  The Garden of Sharing is growing 
well but needs tending multiple days per week. The produce is taken to FISH pantry, Bridges of 
Hope, and Family Promise.  Come out and share some growth time with Men of Faith. 

--------------------- 
VACATION:  Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty will be on vacation September, 21-29. 
Please be patient with our volunteers in her absence. The bulletins have been printed ahead 
of time so if you have any announcements please give them to Pastor Jeff. 

--------------------- 
WE NEED YOUR JEANS: Mary and Martha Gathering is collecting used freshly washed jeans ANY 
COLOR/ANY SIZE/ANY CONDITION for a craft. Please drop your jeans in the tub in the narthex  
by Sunday, Sep. 27. For more information, please contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143. 

--------------------- 
SIGN UP FOR OUR NEW MEMBER CLASS: If you are interested in membership at Faith 
Community, you are invited to attend a one day orientation class on Sunday, Sep. 27, 2:00-
5:00pm in the Parlor. Please call the office or email Pastor Jeff PastorJeff@fcum.org to sign 
up so we can prepare the materials.  

--------------------- 
JOIN THE CHOIR: The Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the 
Sanctuary. If you like to sing, we would love for you to join us. We sing 2 Sundays a month and 
also for some special occasions. We sing to Glorify God and to support our church services.  

--------------------- 
HELP SUPPORT THE COVE: Our after-school initiative serving high school students in our 
community would love your help. We would be grateful for volunteers to help set up The COVE, 
arrange tables, and prepare games and food. If volunteering isn’t possible, you can also help by 
donating candy, snacks, or drinks for the students. Please contribute only if you’re able, in 
whatever way works best for you. Thank you for supporting The COVE and the young people in 
our community. Please reach out with any questions to Hope Reger, connect@fcum.org. 

--------------------- 
 
 

Next Week's Calendar 
Monday, Sep 21 

1:00 – 3:00pm – Women United - Parlor 
6:00 – 8:30pm – Men of Faith – CC 16A 

6:30 – 7:30pm – Cub Scouts – FH 15A-B 

7:00 – 8:30pm – Boy Scouts – FH 15C 
 

Tuesday, Sep 22 

9:00am – 2:00pm - Walking - FCC 

10:00 – 11:30am - Tuesday Bible Study – Parlor 
 

Wednesday, Sep 23 

2:30 – 5:30pm – The Cove – CC 16A-C, FCC 

6:00 – 8:00pm – Private Event – FH 15A-B 
6:15 – 7:15pm - Handbell Choir Practice - Music Room 

7:30 – 9:00pm - Chancel Choir Practice - Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, Sep 24 
9:00am – 2:00pm - Walking – FCC 

11:00am – 12:00pm - Prayer Shawl – Parlor 
 

Friday, Sep 25 
 

Saturday, Sep 26 

6:00 – 8:00pm – Double I Dinner – FH 15A, Kitchen 
 

Sunday, Sep 27 
9:00 – 10:00am - Sunday School - Library, Parlor, CC 16A 

10:00 – 10:30am - Hospitality Time - Narthex 

10:30 – 11:30am - Worship Service - Sanctuary  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday School Studies 
 

Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Lucy Parsons, studying the book of 
Revelation, using the book “Breaking the Code” by Bruce M. Metzger. 
 

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Hearts on 
Fire - The United Methodist Story.” 
 

McHoly Conversations will meet at McDonalds on Detroit St, Leader Suzanne 
Bandy, to engage in relevant faith conversations. 
 

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A, Leader Amy Cyr. 
  

Preschool – Grade 5 will meet in CC 16A  under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and 
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sermon – Sunday, Sep. 27 

Sermon                     “Press On: In Full Accord”             Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Scripture Lesson                                             Philippians 2: 1-13 (CEB) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTUMN’S BLESSINGS LUNCH: Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
Oct. 17, 11:00am. More details will follow in the coming weeks.  

 
 
 

http://www.ucdir.com/
tel:(937)%20372-7601
mailto:PastorJeff@fcum.org
mailto:connect@fcum.org
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