August 9, 2026

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
“Let There Be Peace on Earth” Jill Jackson and Sy Miller

**Call to Worship

Gracious, Good God, as we gather ourselves this morning, help us to
know that you are found wherever we are.

Right here. Right now.

In the middle of our lives, vulnerabilities, faithlessness, grief, and
despair.

Right here. Right now.

In our praise, our hopefulness, expectation, and grace.

Right here. Right now.

No matter where we find ourselves, the Word we need is on our lips
and in our hearts.

Thanks be to God.

**Qpening Hymn “The Summons” (see insert)

Opening Prayer (unison)

Merciful Christ, fill us with your faith and courage, that we may
never be overwhelmed by great needs, but rather with your
great grace, your great strength,

your great compassion, your great presence, your great hope.
Fulfill your greatness in us and through us for the honor and
glory of your name, for the saving of lives, for the redemption
of our world. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” (see insert)

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Jesus, we see you calming storms, storm-tossed seas and stormy lives.
Extend your power and grace again, upon us and all in need. Extend
peace and healing over bodies and spirits overwhelmed by crashing
waves of circumstance.

Jesus, make peace.

(Moment of silence.)

Extend peace and perspective over minds and hearts adrift in confusion
or drowning in fear.

Jesus, make peace.

(Moment of silence.)

Extend peace and hope over people, families, and communities swamped
by danger, injustice, and loss.

Jesus, make peace.

(Moment of silence.)

I invite you to offer your own prayers, silently or aloud.

(Allow time for praying.)

Jesus, truly you are the Son of God. You are strong to save.

Jesus, make peace.

And now help us to live the prayer you taught us, even as we pray today,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and
the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“Wonderful Peace” John Troutman
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Generous One, you reach down to raise us from fear and

death. You reach down so that we may reach out with your hope
and help. Bless, accept, and multiply this offering, so many may
know you, your saving power, and your saving love. Amen.

Ministry of Music Suzanne Bandy, vocal solo

Ellie Holcombs
Romans 10:5-15
Pastor Jeff Bandy
UMH #671

“Where Can I Go?”
Scripture Reading
Sermon “Right Here, Right Now"”
**Closing Hymn “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“My Anchor Holds"” W.C. Martin
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The Altar Flowers are given by Mike Engle
1in honor of Lynn and Lincoln's birthdays.



Scripture Reading - Romans 10:5-15 (CEB)

> Moses writes about the righteousness that comes from the
Law: The person who does these things will live by them. ® But the
righteousness that comes from faith talks like this: Don't say in
your heart, "Who will go up into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ
down) 7 or “Who will go down into the region below?" (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? The word
(s near you, in your mouth and in your heart (that is, the message
of faith that we preach). ? Because if you confess with your
mouth “Jesus is Lord” and in your heart you have faith that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '® Trusting with the
heart leads to righteousness, and confessing with the mouth
leads to salvation. " The scripture says, All who have faith in him
won't be put to shame. ' There is no distinction between Jew
and Greek, because the same Lord is Lord of all, who gives richly
to all who call on him. " All who call on the Lord’s name will be
saved.

4So how can they call on someone they don't have faith in?
And how can they have faith in someone they haven't heard of?
And how can they hear without a preacher? '® And how can they
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of those who announce the good news.

......................................................................................................................

WELCOME VISITORS!

i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and :
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment

to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew.

Right Here,
Right Now

FALIH
Community

A Safe Space For
Exploring Faith & Building Community

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

August 9, 2026 - Worship Team

Ushers Gerald Mahan, Chad Mossing,
Rick Smith, Will Mossing

Greeters Laurie Krakowiak
Liturgist Suzanne Bandy
Organist Carol Stewart
Director of Music Teri Gray
Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek
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August 9, 2026 Announcements

SHOES 4 KIDS: The children will return on Saturday, Aug. 15, 9:00-10:30am
to pick up their new shoes. If you would like to volunteer or have questions please
call Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619.

TODAY IS COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY: Coins will go to the following Ministries
supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, Fish Pantry and
Family Promise.

POOL PARTY: Come enjoy hot dogs, chips and swimming at our Pool Party TODAY,
Sunday, Aug. 9, 5:00-8:00pm at Pinecrest Swim Club, 520 Wilson Dr, Xenia,
OH 45385. Please remember to RSVP at www.fcum.org. Parents are required to
attend with their children.

MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Join us Monday, Aug. 10 for a Mary & Martha
gathering with an incredible and motivating presentation by Hope Reger, Executive
Director and Founder of Grief 2 Hope. She will share her powerful journey of
transforming unimaginable devastation into determination after the loss of her son
and how that pain became the purpose behind creating a nonprofit organization
dedicated to helping others grieve with support, compassion and hope. As always,
bring a dish to pass. We will start at 6 pm with the potluck. If you have questions,
email Laurie at maryandmarthaxenia@gmail.com.

MEN OF FAITH: All Christian men are invited to join us on Monday, Aug. 17, at 6:00
pm in CC 16A. Burgers and dogs from the grill will be served. Please bring a side dish if
you like. Last month the group donated over $4000 to local Greene County charities.
These funds come into the group through the Annual Garage sale and donated large
household items (sofa, washer, dryer, recliners) which are sold on marketplace. The
Garden of Sharing is growing well but needs tending weekly. This week peppers and
zucchini will be taken to the FISH pantry and Bridges of Hope. Come out and share
some growth time with Men of Faith.

WOMEN'’S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Aug. 17 at
1:00 pm in the Parlor. All women are invited to attend. DORCAS CIRCLE will
meet on Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.

GREENE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH WIC BABY SHOWER: We are collecting
diapers for the WIC baby shower. Please bring any size diapers to church by
Wednesday, Aug. 19 for the baby shower on August 20. There will be a table in
the Narthex for the diapers. Volunteers are needed on Thursday, Aug. 20,
11:00am-2:00pm in FCC to greet people and distribute bags containing
information about our church and community resources. Contact Hope Reger if you
can be a volunteer.

BLOOD DRIVE: We will have a blood drive in the Community Center on Monday,
Aug. 24, 2:00pm to 6:00pm. So far, we only have 5 people signed up out of 40
available appointments. You can make a reservation for your preferred appointment
time to donate by going to www.donate.versitidayton.org or (937) 461-3220.
Remember that your donation can save as many as THREE LIVES!

August 9, 2026 Announcements continued

HANDBELL CHOIR: The first practice will begin Wednesday, Aug. 26, 6:15-
7:15pm. If you have any questions, please contact Jim McPeek at (937) 532-4017.
GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith’s Garage Sale will be held on Friday, Sep. 11,
6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon. If you have any large
items available now please contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or
Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.

IT'S FESTIVAL OF SHARING TIME AGAIN: Our Mission Team will be collecting 3
types of kits: please create a “kids” kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or
fill a 1 gallon bag with “hygiene” or” period” supplies. Look for the kit lists and bags
on the table in the narthex. Please return filled bags by Sunday, September 23.
Questions, please contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143.

SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY MENTORING: In a school just a few blocks from our
church, 90% of the students are eligible for the free lunch program, 12% are
homeless and a large percentage of children come from a single parent home.
Suddenly, out of necessity and compassion, the school is more than an educational
institution.

e It is the only full meal a child may get. ¢ It is the only source of love and support
for some children. e It is the only source of encouragement for a child.

Today’s teachers are more than teachers and are sometimes overwhelmed with
baggage that many children bring into the classroom. For their sake and the child’s
sake, they need a helping hand. In the last couple of years we have become a part of a
mentor program at Shawnee Elementary that is working to help students while giving
teachers time to focus on educating. It is woefully short of volunteers. We are looking
for volunteers for just one hour a week who can support the current mentor program.
Like in our Vacation Bible School many children are impacted by the attention of a
compassionate adult. Please pray and consider being a mentor volunteer. Fill out the
form on the table in the narthex and place in the provided basket or church
office. We will get back to you with more information.

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO BE ON OUR PRAYER TEAM? We have a Prayer
Request link on our website and have prayer requests from the congregation and
from the community that are submitted for prayer. The prayer requests are
confidential within the prayer team. Everyone on the team is asked to pray for those
requests for seven days. The information is emailed to the prayer team so that
everyone gets the same information and can pick it up daily at their convenience. If
you are willing to try it just go to the church website (fcum.org), click on the Prayer
Request link, then put in your name and email address. In the space for prayer
requests you can say that you want to be added to the PRAYER TEAM, then click the
SEND MESSAGE button and we will add your email address to the team. You can also
email your request to join the team to: prayerchain@fcum.org. If you don't have
access to the internet you can be put on our phone prayer team by calling Rosi
Mackey at (937) 902-9022.
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Next Sermon — Sunday, Aug. 16

Sermon “More Than Crumbs”

Gospel Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Matthew 15: 21-28 (CEB)




