August 30, 2026

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude New Horizon Trumpet Ensemble
“Finlandia” (Be Still My Soul) arr. by J. Sibelius

**Call to Worship

O give thanks to the Lord.

We call on God'’s name.

Make known the deeds of our Creator, singing them into the world.
We will sing praise to tell of God’s wondrous works, and give
thanks for so many miracles.

Come, and seek the presence of the Lord and glory in God’s holy name.
Let the hearts of all who seek the Holy One rejoice, for God
brings strength to all people.

**QOpening Hymn  “For Healing of the Nations”  (v.1,3,4) UMH #428

Opening Prayer (unison)

Creator God, who shall we say that you are? By what name can
we call you that would be enough to speak of all that you are?
We can only call you ‘I Am,’ for you Were, and Are, and always
Will Be—the Holy One. You call us by name and invite us to
come to you. We answer, “Here I am,” and come to stand on
holy ground. May we remember that all ground is holy ground,
for you are in all times and places calling us to live each
moment with you. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Special Music Teri Gray, vocal solo

“In the Stiliness” Teri Gray

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Suzanne Bandy and Teri Gray, vocal duet
“Goodness of God” CeCe Winans
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Holy God, you call ordinary people from unexpected places and
send them into hard and holy work. Meet us now in these gifts
we bring. Shape us by your presence, not by fear; by service, not
by power; by love that risks itself for the sake of others. Receive
our offering as a sign that we trust your "I AM” to go with us and
that we are willing to follow Christ, even when the way is
demanding. Use what we give to bring freedom, healing, and
hope to your world. Amen.

Ministry of Music New Horizon Trumpet Ensemble

“Ode to Joy” Beethoven
Scripture Reading Exodus 3:1-15
Sermon “Work of Mercy” Pastor Jeff Bandy

**Closing Hymn  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”  (v.1,3,4 see insert)
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Majesty” Jack Hayford

The Altar Flowers are given by Janet Schellin
in loving memory of her parents, Dr. Herbert and Helen Now.



Scripture Reading — Exodus 3: 1-15 (CEB)

Moses at the burning bush

3 Moses was taking care of the flock for his father-in-law Jethro, Midian's
priest. He led his flock out to the edge of the desert, and he came to God's
mountain called Horeb. 2 The LORD's messenger appeared to him in a flame
of fire in the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was in flames, but it
didn‘t burn up. 3 Then Moses said to himself, Let me check out this amazing
sight and find out why the bush isn't burning up.

*When the LORD saw that he was coming to look, God called to him out of
the bush, “Moses, Moses!”

Moses said, “I'm here.”

> Then the LORD said, “Don’t come any closer! Take off your sandals, because
you are standing on holy ground.” ® He continued, “I am the God of your
father, Abraham'’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God.” Moses hid his face
because he was afraid to look at God. ||

"Then the LORD said, “I've clearly seen my people oppressed in Egypt. I've F H
heard their cry of injustice because of their slave masters. | know about their

pain. 8I've come down to rescue them from the Egyptians in order to take CO m u n itv

them out of that land and bring them to a good and broad land, a land that's
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full of milk and honey, a place where the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Exploring Faith & Building Community
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites all live. ® Now the
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" But Moses said to God, “Who am | to go to Pharaoh and to bring the Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
Israelites out of Egypt?” We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

12 S g . L ,
God said, “I'll be with you. And this will show you that I'm the one who .

sent you. After you bring the people out of Egypt, you will come back here AugUSt 301 2026 - WOfShlp Team

and worship God on this mountain.” Ushers Gerald Mahan, Chad Mossing,

God's special name Rick Smith, Will Mossing

3 But Moses said to God, “If | now come to the Israelites and say to them, Greeters Alice Osman, Nancy May

‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,” they are going to ask me, Liturgist Julie Wickline

‘What's this God’'s name?’ What am | supposed to say to them?” Organist Carol Stewart

" God said to Moses, “Il Am Who | Am. So say to the Israelites, 'l Am has sent Director of Music Teri Gray

me to you."” 15 God continued, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of
your ancestors, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God, has sent me to
you." This is my name forever; this is how all generations will remember me.

Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek
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Next Week's Calendar

Monday, Aug 31

5:15 - 6:00pm — Prayer Ministry Partners - Parlor
7:00 — 8:00pm - Cub Scouts - FH 15 A-B

7:00 — 8:30pm - Boy Scouts - 15C

Tuesday, Sep 1

9:00am — 2:00pm - Walking - FCC

10:00 — 11:30am - Tuesday Bible Study — Parlor
6:30 — 8:30pm - Trustees - Parlor

Wednesday, Sep 2

6:15 — 7:15pm - Handbell Choir Practice - Music Room
Thursday, Sep 3 g

9:00am — 2:00pm - Walking - FCC J’gpm
11:00am — 12:00pm - Prayer Shawl — Parlor b ol

2:00 — 3:45pm — Woman'’s Club of Xenia - Parlor

Friday, Sep 4
Saturday, Sep 5

Sunday, Sep 6

9:00 — 10:00am - Sunday School - Library, Parlor
10:00 — 10:30am - Fellowship Time - Narthex
10:30 — 11:30am - Worship Service - Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Lucy Parsons, study of “Breaking the
Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation” by Bruce M. Metzger.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Hearts on
Fire - The United Methodist Story.”

Next Sermon — Sunday, Sep. 6

Sermon “Love & Light”
Scripture Lesson

Guest Speaker: Suzanne Bandy
Romans 13: 8-14 (NIV)

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and :
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. :

August 30, 2026 Announcements

THE COVE VOLUNTEER TRAINING — TODAY, AUGUST 30 ¢ FOLLOWING WORSHIP:
If you are planning to volunteer with The Cove or are interested in learning more, please join
us for a training session following worship in the Fellowship Hall. We'll review safety
standards, volunteer roles and responsibilities, the schedule, and other important details. We'll
also take a tour of The Cove space and have time for questions. Lunch will be provided, and
the training will last approximately 12 hours. Thank you for helping us create a safe,
welcoming, and supportive place where teens can belong, connect, relax, and have fun!

HELP STOCK THE COVE WITH GAMES!: We're getting The Cove ready to welcome our
high school students this fall, and we'd love your help! One of the things students have asked
for is games they can play together while they hang out and connect. Would you consider
purchasing a game for The Cove? We've put together a list of 20 quick-to-learn games that
are great for high school students. Pick up a game list on the table in the narthex and choose
a game (or two!) to purchase and donate. Thank you for helping us create a fun, welcoming
place where teens can belong, connect, relax, and have fun! For more information, contact
Hope Reger, (937) 768-1459.

LOTS OF HELP IS NEEDED FOR GARAGE SALE: Donations can be dropped off Thursday,
Sep. 10 from noon to 8:00pm and Friday, Sep. 11 from 9:00am-noon. The Sale will be held on
Friday, Sep. 11 from 6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon.

Positions Available:

e receive donations on Thursday & Friday

e price and stock tables on Thursday & Friday

e work the sales floor on Friday & Saturday

e work as a cashier on Friday (we need 4) & Saturday (we need 2)
e clean up crew on Saturday, 12-2pm

Please contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com if you
are available to volunteer to help.

IT'S FESTIVAL OF SHARING TIME AGAIN: Our Mission Team will be collecting 3 types of
kits: please create a “kids” kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or fill a 1 gallon bag
with “hygiene” or” period” supplies. Look for the kit lists and bags on the table in the narthex.
Please return filled bags by Sunday, Sep. 20. Questions, please contact Betsy Murray (937)
768-1143.

WE NEED YOUR JEANS: Mary and Martha Gathering is collecting used freshly washed jeans
ANY COLOR/ANY SIZE/ANY CONDITION for a craft. Please drop your jeans in the tub in the
narthex by Sunday, Sep. 27. For more information, please contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-
1143.

SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY MENTORING: Please pray and consider being a mentor
volunteer 1 hour a week for a child at Shawnee Elementary. Fill out the form on the table in
the narthex and place in the provided basket or church office. We will get back to you with
more information.

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?: To place a prayer request you can go to our
website (www.fcum.org) and click on the Prayer Request link. Fill out the form with your name
and email address, complete the request section with the information you would like us to
pray about and then click on SEND MESSAGE, or you can send an email to
prayerchain@fcum.org or call Rosi Mackey at (937) 902-9022.
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1. The Spir - it  sends us forth to  serve; we
2. We go to com - fort those who mourn and
3. We g0 to be the hands of  Christ, to
4. Then let us  go to  serve in  peace, the
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go in Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
set the bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
scat - ter joy like seed and, all our days, to
gos - pel to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em -
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing  deed.
pow - ered us; we go in Je - sus’ name.
WORDS: Delores Dufner, OSB LAND OF REST

MUSIC: USA folk melody M
Words © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. by OCP Publications
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