
 
 

August 23, 2026 
Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew. 

 
 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)    
 
 

Greeting/Life of the Church                                          
 

Prelude                                            Jim McPeek, piano; Carol Stewart, organ duet 
                       

**Call to Worship 
Come, seek the presence of God, and find strength in love that never 
fades. 
For all who trust in the Lord will find strength and hope. 
We are all one in the spirit of God’s love and unity. 
Our God is for all, offering mercy and grace to all who reach 
out. 
All who call with open hearts will find salvation and renewal. 
How beautiful are those who bring messages of hope, peace, 
and justice to the world! 
 

**Opening Hymn              “Glorify Thy Name”                       (see insert) 
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Gracious God, we present our very lives as holy and living 
sacrifices to your purposes. During this time of worship, we 
seek the renewal of our minds and the strengthening of our 
spirits. Show us your will, that we may know what is good, 
acceptable, and perfect in your sight. Amen. 
 

Special Music                        Elizabeth Arteta and Teri Gray, vocal duet 
                                     “I Will Trust in You”                 Lauren Daigle 
 

Children’s Moments               
 

Prayer Hymn                    “Christ Beside Me”                        (see insert)  
 

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Offering/Offertory          Kiersten Clark, handbells; Jim McPeek, piano duet 
                                        “Be Thou My Vision”          Christine Anderson 
                       

**Doxology                          “Holy Ground”                            (see insert)  
 

**Prayer of Dedication 
Faithful God, you reveal true power not through fear or force, 
but through love that gives life and builds community. You call 
us to know who we are because we know whose we are—your 
people, shaped by Christ and sent for the sake of the world. 
Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in your way of life. Use 
what we offer to strengthen your church as a living witness to 
your grace so others may discover the identity of Christ and the 
hope found in him. Amen.  
 

Ministry of Music                                           Elizabeth Arteta, vocal solo 
                                   “I Know My Redeemer Liveth”   Handel’s Messiah                       
 

Scripture Reading                                                          Romans 12:1-8  
 

Sermon                “Because of Grace”             Pastor Jeff Bandy 
 

**Closing Hymn      “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”           (see insert)  
 

**Sending Forth 
 

Prelude                                               Jim McPeek, piano; Carol Stewart, organ duet 
  

 
 

  

The Altar Flowers are given by Carolyn Bailey  
in loving memory of her husband, John.  

 
 

 

 



Scripture Reading – Romans 12:1-8 (CEB)  
 

Living sacrifice and transformed lives 

12 So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I 

encourage you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice that is 

holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate priestly 

service. 2 Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can 

figure out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and 

mature. 

Transformed relationships 

3 Because of the grace that God gave me, I can say to each one of 

you: don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought to think. 

Instead, be reasonable since God has measured out a portion of 

faith to each one of you. 4 We have many parts in one body, but 

the parts don’t all have the same function. 5 In the same way, 

though there are many of us, we are one body in Christ, and 

individually we belong to each other. 6 We have different gifts 

that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us. If 

your gift is prophecy, you should prophesy in proportion to your 

faith. 7 If your gift is service, devote yourself to serving. If your gift 

is teaching, devote yourself to teaching. 8 If your gift is 

encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one giving 

should do it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with 

passion. The one showing mercy should be cheerful. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 23, 2026 -  Worship Team 
      

 Ushers               Gerald Mahan, Chad Mossing,  
  Rick Smith, Will Mossing 
       

 Greeters Sally Wallace, Becky Cultice 
   

 Liturgist     Sandy Pramer 
 

 Organist Carol Stewart 
 

 Director of Music     Teri Gray 
  

 Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek 
  

Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt. 

 Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13 
pastorjeff@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 

Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

WELCOME VISITORS!
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and 
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment 
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. 

 

mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

August 23, 2026 Announcements 
--------------------- 

BLOOD DRIVE: We will have a blood drive in the Community Center on Monday, Aug. 24, 
2:00pm to 6:00pm. So far, we only have 26 people signed up out of 40 available 
appointments. You can make a reservation for your preferred appointment time to donate by 
going to www.donate.versitidayton.org or (937) 461-3220. Remember that your donation can 
save as many as THREE LIVES!  

--------------------- 
THE COVE VOLUNTEER TRAINING - SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 • FOLLOWING WORSHIP: 
If you are planning to volunteer with The Cove or are interested in learning more, please join 
us for a training session following worship in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll review safety 
standards, volunteer roles and responsibilities, the schedule, and other important details. We’ll 
also take a tour of The Cove space and have time for questions. Lunch will be provided, and 
the training will last approximately 1½ hours. Thank you for helping us create a safe, 
welcoming, and supportive place where teens can belong, connect, relax, and have fun! 

--------------------- 
HELP STOCK THE COVE WITH GAMES!: We’re getting The Cove ready to welcome our 
high school students this fall, and we’d love your help! One of the things students have asked 
for is games they can play together while they hang out and connect. Would you consider 
purchasing a game for The Cove? We’ve put together a list of 20 quick-to-learn games that 
are great for high school students. Pick up a game list on the table in the narthex and choose 
a game (or two!) to purchase and donate. Thank you for helping us create a fun, welcoming 
place where teens can belong, connect, relax, and have fun! 

--------------------- 
GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith’s Garage Sale will be held on Friday, Sep. 11 from 6:00-
8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon. This is a community event that 
allows one to clear out their household of no longer needed items and shop for new needs 
over the same weekend. It's a 2 pronged blessing! If you have any large items available now 
please contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com. Donations can be 
dropped off Thursday, Sep. 10 from noon to 8:00pm and Friday, Sep. 11 from 9:00am-noon. 
Contact Bob Whipp if you are available to volunteer for pricing and stocking tables on 
Thursday and Friday. 

--------------------- 
IT’S FESTIVAL OF SHARING TIME AGAIN: Our Mission Team will be collecting 3 types of 
kits: please create a “kids” kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or fill a 1 gallon bag 
with “hygiene” or” period” supplies. Look for the kit lists and bags on the table in the narthex. 
Please return filled bags by Sunday, September 23. Questions, please contact Betsy Murray 
(937) 768-1143. 

--------------------- 
SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY MENTORING: Please pray and consider being a mentor 
volunteer 1 hour a week for a child at Shawnee Elementary. Fill out the form on the table in 
the narthex and place in the provided basket or church office. We will get back to you with 
more information.  

--------------------- 
FOOD BOX: We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to our congregation for the incredible 
generosity you have shown toward our food pantry. Your donations make a real difference in 
the lives of individuals in our community who are facing food insecurity. We check the pantry 
almost every day (and sometimes twice a day) and many times we find the shelves nearly 
empty. This is a clear reminder that the need is genuine and ongoing. Every item and $$ 
donated helps us keep our pantry stocked and ready to serve. Your kindness allows each one 
of us to be a blessing to our neighbors during times when they need it most. Thank you for 
continuing to give, care and help make sure no one in our community has to go without food. 
Your generosity truly matters and we are so grateful for each of you!! Jane & Kirk Henning 

--------------------- 

 
 
 

Next Sermon – Sunday, Aug. 30 
 

Sermon                           “Work of Mercy”                   Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Scripture Lesson                                                Exodus 3: 1-15 (CEB) 

 
 
 
 

Next Week's Calendar 
 
Monday, Aug 24 
2:00 – 6:00pm - Versiti Blood Drive - FCC 
7:00 – 8:00pm - Cub Scouts - FH 15 A-B 
7:00 – 8:30pm - Boy Scouts - 15C 
7:00 – 8:30pm - SPRC Meeting - Library 
 
Tuesday, Aug 25 
9:00am – 2:00pm - Walking - FCC 
10:00 – 11:30am - Tuesday Bible Study - Parlor 
 
Wednesday, Aug 26 
6:15 – 7:15pm - Handbell Choir Practice - Music Room 
 
Thursday, Aug 27 
9:00am – 2:00pm - Walking - FCC 
11:00am – 12:00pm - Prayer Shawl - Parlor 
 
Friday, Aug 28 
 
Saturday, Aug 29 
 
Sunday, Aug 30 
9:00 – 10:00am - Sunday School - Library, Parlor 
10:00 – 10:30am - Fellowship Time - Narthex 
10:30 – 11:30am - Worship Service - Sanctuary 
11:30am – 1:00pm - The Cove Volunteer Training - FH 15A-B 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday School Studies 
 

 

Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Linda Baxter, study of “Simon Peter – 
Flawed but Faithful Disciple” by Adam Hamilton. 
 
 

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Hearts on 
Fire - The United Methodist Story.” 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sermon – Sunday, Aug. 30 
 

Sermon                            “Work of Mercy”                    Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Scripture Lesson                                                  Exodus 3: 1-15 (CEB) 

 
 
 

http://www.donate.versitidayton.org/
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