July 26, 2026

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
“Stand Up for Jesus” G.J. Webb/Paul Mickelson

**Call to Worship

Give thanks to God, for God is good.

God’s goodness and mercy are sure.

Sing to the Spirit, for the Spirit is here.

The Spirit knows the ache for connection deep within us.
Praise Christ Jesus, who loves us

with a love that is boundless and true.

Give thanks to God, and sing God'’s praise,

as we worship together this day.

**Opening Hymn  “For the Healing of the Nations” UMH #428

Opening Prayer (unison)

Loving God, thank you for calling us to worship today. Thank
you for sending your Spirit to speak to and for our spirits,
strengthening our weary souls and empowering us to live and
serve. Send your Spirit into our worship today, that we may
fully sense your presence and embrace your mysterious
wisdom. In your holy name, we pray. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Special Music “Wade in the Water” arr. by Lloyd Larson
Elizabeth Arteta, Alexander Ross, Kent Maynard, Teri Gray, vocal quartet

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Glory to God, who has shown us the Light!

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, good will toward
people.

We praise You! We bless You! We worship You!

We glorify You and give thanks to You for Your great glory!
Let Your Mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we have set our hope on
You.

Blessed are You, O Lord; teach me Your statues.

Blessed are You, O Master; make me to understand Your
commandments.

Blessed are You, O Holy One; enlighten me with your precepts.
Your mercy endures forever, O Lord! Do not despise the works of your

hands!

To You belongs worship, to You belongs praise, to You belongs
glory; to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now

and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“Who is on the Lord’s Side?” Luise Reichardt

Carol Stewart

“Rise Up, O Men of God” William H. Walter

**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Miraculous God, bless these gifts with your miraculous love.
Bless our offerings with the mystery of an abundance that
expands and grows, so that all may know the truth of your love
—a love that cannot be stopped no matter what. Bless us to bring
forth your miraculous love in all that we say and do. Amen.

Ministry of Music ~ “When Morning Gilds the Skies” arr. by Sean Paul
Elizabeth Arteta, Alexander Ross, Kent Maynard, Teri Gray, vocal quartet

Acts 17:16-34 (NIV)
Suzanne Bandy
UMH #454

Scripture Reading

Sermon “Pilgrimage to Athens”
**Closing Hymn
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” A. Sullivan/Paul Mickelson

“Open My Eyes, That I May See”

? )E e
The Altar Flowers are given by Bruce & Debbie Spitler
In honor of their 52nd Wedding Anniversary.



Scripture Reading — Acts 17:16-34 (NIV)
In Athens

'® While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see
that the city was full of idols. "7 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both
Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with
those who happened to be there. " A group of Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this
babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign
gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus
and the resurrection. ® Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of
the Areopagus, where they said to him, “"May we know what this new

teaching is that you are presenting? 2° You are bringing some strange ideas to
our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” z (All the Athenians and
the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about
and listening to the latest ideas.)

22paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "People of
Athens! | see that in every way you are very religious. 2 For as | walked around
and looked carefully at your objects of worship, | even found an altar with this
inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you
worship—and this is what | am going to proclaim to you.

24'The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and
earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. ?* And he is not
served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives
everyone life and breath and everything else. ?® From one man he made all the
nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. ¥’ God did this so
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though
he is not far from any one of us. 2 ‘For in him we live and move and have our
being." As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.’

29 “Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine
being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and
skill. 3°In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all

people everywhere to repent. *! For he has set a day when he will judge the world

with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone
by raising him from the dead.”

32\When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered,
but others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” ** At that, Paul left

the Council. ** Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among
them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris,

and a number of others.
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Monday Prayer Ministry Partners 5:15 pm Parlor

27 Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C

Tuesday Walking 9:00am FCC

28 Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor

Wednesday

29

Thursday Walking 9:00am FCC

30 Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor

Friday

31

Saturday Private Event 1:30 pm  FH 15A, Kitchen

1

Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Library, Parlor

2 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex

Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Linda Baxter, study of “Simon Peter —
Flawed but Faithful Disciple” by Adam Hamilton.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, assorted studies by
Rob Bell.

Next Sermon — Sunday, Aug. 2

Sermon “Pilgrimage to Corinth”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Acts 18: 1-18 (NIV)

Card Shower

We're having a card shower for: Genevieve Jones who turns 100 on Saturday,
Aug. 8! Her niece asked for you send cards to Friends Community Care — Rm
15, 170 Herman Street, Yellow Springs, OH 45387.

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment
i to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew.

.......................................................................................................................

July 26, 2026 Announcements

SHOES 4 KIDS: The children came in to be sized yesterday and will return on Saturday,
Aug. 15, 9:00-10:30am to pick up their new shoes. This gives our congregation a chance
to get involved by purchasing the shoes. We have a “shoe tree” in the narthex through
Sunday, Aug. 2 and any shoes purchased can be brought to church on Sunday, Aug. 9.
Ohio’s 2026 tax-free weekend will run from Friday, Aug. 7, through Sunday, Aug. 9 and
we are working with Shoe Carnival for an extra discount, details to follow. If you would like
to volunteer or have questions please call Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619.

MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Join us Monday, Aug. 10 for a Mary & Martha gathering
with an incredible and motivating presentation by Hope Reger, Executive Director and Founder
of Grief 2 Hope. She will share her powerful journey of transforming unimaginable devastation
into determination after the loss of her son and how that pain became the purpose behind
creating a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping others grieve with support, compassion
and hope. Through Grief 2 Hope, Hope has built a safe and welcoming community for anyone
navigating loss-offering inspiration, connection and encouragement to grievers on a global
scale. Her message is one of resilience, purpose and the life-changing power of turning grief
into hope! As always, bring a dish to pass. We will start at 6 pm with the potluck. If you
have questions, email Laurie at maryandmarthaxenia@gmail.com.

MEN OF FAITH: We meet the third Monday each month. All Christian men are invited to join us
on Monday, Aug. 17, at 6:00 pm in CC 16A. Burgers and dogs from the grill will be served.
Please bring a side dish if you like. Last month the group donated over $4000 to local Greene
County charities. These funds come into the group through the Annual Garage sale and donated
large household items (sofa, washer, dryer, recliners) which are sold on marketplace. The
Garden of Sharing is growing well but needs tending weekly. This week peppers and zucchini will
be taken to the FISH pantry and Bridges of Hope. Come out and share some growth time with
Men of Faith.

WOMEN'S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Aug. 17 at 1:00
pm in the Parlor. All women are invited to attend. DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on
Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.

BLOOD DRIVE: We will have a blood drive in the Community Center on Monday, Aug.
24, 2:00pm to 6:00pm. So far, we only have 4 people signed up out of 40 available
appointments. You can make a reservation for your preferred appointment time to donate
by going to www.donate.versitidayton.org or (937) 461-3220. Remember that your donation
can save as many as THREE LIVES!

GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith’s Garage Sale will be held on Friday, Sep. 11 from
6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon. They are also selling items
year round on Facebook Marketplace. If you have any large items available now please
contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.

THE COVE AFTER SCHOOL INITIATIVE: The Congregational and Community
Engagement Team invites you to be part of The Cove After School Initiative, a new
opportunity to serve the youth of our community. Role descriptions and sign-up sheets are
available in the narthex, with a variety of ways to get involved based on your interests,
gifts, and availability. Whether you can volunteer regularly, occasionally, or support the
ministry behind the scenes, there is a place for you. We encourage everyone to prayerfully
consider how you can help make a difference in the lives of local students. If you have any
questions, please contact Suzanne Bandy or other members of the CCE Team (Hope Reger,
Dessa Retherford, Fred Whitican, and Carla Skaggs).
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