Youth Sunday
July 12, 2026

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
"I Believe” Drake, Graham, Shirl, and Stillman

**Call to Worship

Come, whether weary or rejoicing.

All are welcome here.

Come, whether at peace or in the midst of a struggle.
All are welcome here.

Come, whether growing or wilting.

All are welcome here.

“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

Opening Prayer (unison)

Holy God, we want to be your perfect children. In our yearning,
we're as likely to settle for second best or to reach for things
that seem so right but ultimately draw us further away from
you. Help us choose you and your way. Give us the courage to
grow as disciples in your word, even when it seems hard. And
when the thorns and weeds begin choking us, resuscitate us
with your grace, revive us with your love, and reclaim us as
your children, imperfect though we may be. In grateful hope,
we pray. Amen.

**QOpening Hymn UMH #402

Adult’s Moments  Morgan Fleming, Catherine Mossing, Alainah Skaggs
“Be Thou My Vision” UMH #451

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Amazing God, we lift to you our prayers. We see friends and family who
are sick and suffering, touch them with your healing grace.

Lord, we call and cry for help!

We see communities where some are marginalized and mistreated,
bring your justice upon the earth.

Lord, we call and cry for help!

We hear of war and violence where too many innocent people die, let
your reign of peace begin.

Lord, we call and cry for help!

Prayer Hymn

We live in a society that promotes self before seeing the others and their
need, put your Spirit within us.

Lord, we call and cry for help!

Recalling the Lord'’s teaching, we dare to follow him and lift up to you as
one voice, the words he taught us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“Hymn of Promise” Natalie Sleeth
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication Luke Mossing
Living God, you meet us this day with grace that frees and a
Spirit that gives life. As we bring these gifts, we set our minds
on you—not on fear or self-interest, but on the life and peace
you promise. Shape us by your Spirit to live generously, to seek
the good of our neighbors, and to share in your work of healing
and reconciliation. Receive these offerings as signs of our
attention being fixed on Christ and our lives opened to your
renewing power. Amen.

Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23
Morgan Fleming, Catherine Mossing

**Gospel Reading

Ministry of Music
“No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus”

A.]. Trent, vocal solo

Charles F. Weigle
Sermon  “Preparing to Be Good Soil” Micah Fleming and Will Mossing
**Closing Hymn “Lord of the Dance” UMH #261
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Rescue the Perishing” William H. Doane
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Gospel Reading — Matthew 13:1-9 (NIV)
The Parable of the Sower

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the

lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a
boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. * Then he
told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to
sow his seed. * As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path, and the birds came and ate it up. ® Some fell on rocky places,
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the
soil was shallow. ® But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. ? Other seed
fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. & Still other
seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty
or thirty times what was sown.  Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

Gospel Reading — Matthew 13: 18-23 (NIV)
18 | isten then to what the parable of the sower means: ** When
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown
in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. ?° The seed
falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and
at once receives it with joy. 2" But since they have no root, they last
only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of
the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the
thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of
this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it
unfruitful. 2 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone
who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown.”
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Monday DS 1 on 1 Interviews 1:00 pm Parlor

13 Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C

Tuesday Walking 9:00am FCC

14 DS 1 on 1 Interviews 10:00 am Parlor

Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am MOVED TO LIBRARY
Magic Volleyball Practice 6:00 pm FCC

Wednesday

15

Thursday Walking 9:00am FCC

16 Private Event 10:00 am Library
Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor
Ad Board Council 6:30 pm FH 15C

Friday

17

Saturday

18

Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Library, Parlor

19 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex

Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies
Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Lucy Parsons, study of "New
Testament Characters” by Carolyn Nystrom.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, assorted studies by
Rob Bell.

Next Sermon — Sunday, Jul. 19

Sermon “Pilgrimage to Philippi”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Acts 16: 6-15 (NIV)

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment :
i to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. :

.......................................................................................................................

July 12, 2026 Announcements

PILGRIMAGE: Pastor Jeff and Suzanne will be on a pilgrimage in Greece experiencing the
footsteps of Paul as guided by a seminary professor. They leave on Saturday, Jun. 27 and
will be gone through Sunday, Jul. 12.

AFTER SCHOOL INITIATIVE: The Congregational and Community Engagement Team has
prepared role descriptions and sign-up sheets in the narthex for helping Faith Community
get engaged with this great opportunity to serve the youth of our communities. Please sign-
up for what fits you best.

FOOD BOX - TAKE WHAT YOU NEED, LEAVE WHAT YOU CAN: We have placed a food box
in our church parking lot, on the left side (bike path side) of the driveway as you pull in. This will
be available for anyone in need of food assistance and will be stocked through the generosity of
our congregation. We invite you to help by donating (only) non-perishable food items such as
canned goods, pasta, rice, cereal, peanut butter and other shelf-stable items. Together, we can
make a meaningful difference for individuals and families in our community. Thank you for
helping us share God's love through practical acts of kindness and care. Kirk & Jane Henning

MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Mary & Martha and Men of Faith invite all ladies, men
and children to a special cookout on the THIRD Monday in July, the 20th! Join us for
food, activities, conversation and fun, fun, and more fun! This will start at 6:00pm with
hamburgers and hotdogs off the grill provided by the men and side dishes provided by the
ladies. Bring your family and bring your friends! If you have any questions, please contact
Laurie Krakowiak at (937) 694-8114.

MEN OF FAITH: All Christian men are invited to join. This month is a special meeting as the
Men of Faith will be providing the Burgers and Hotdogs at the Faith Community Church wide
Picnic on Monday, Jul. 20 at 6:00pm in FCC. This is co-sponsored by the Women'’s group,
Mary and Martha. Please bring a side dish to share. The Garden of Sharing will need tending
weekly this month. Plants are in and up but so are the weeds. Come out and share some growth
time with Men of Faith.

BRING YOUR COINS NEXT WEEK: Coins for missions Sunday is Sunday, Jul. 12. Coins will
go to the following Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of
Hope, Fish Pantry and Family Promise.

WOMEN'S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Jul. 20 at 1:00 pm
in the Parlor. All women are invited to attend. DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday,
Jul. 21 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.

SHOES 4 KIDS (FORMERLY KNOWN AS SHOES 4 THE SHOELESS): The children will
come in to be sized on Saturday, July 25, 9:00-10:30am and return on Saturday, Aug.
15, 9:00-10:30am to pick up their new shoes. This gives our congregation a chance to
get involved by purchasing the shoes. We will have a “shoe tree” in the narthex on Sunday,
Aug. 2 and any shoes purchased can be brought to church on Sunday, Aug. 9. If you
would like to volunteer on either of those Saturdays or have questions please call Sandy
Pramer at (937) 307-3619.

GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith’s Garage Sale will be held on Friday, Sep. 11 from
6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon. They are also selling items
year round on Facebook Marketplace. If you have any large items available now please
contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.
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