August 2, 2026

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
"I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” arr. by Harold DeCou

**Call to Worship

God calls us to move into the unknown, trusting in divine promises.
We come in faith daring to follow where the Lord leads.

We gather to receive God’s blessing and to be a blessing in this world.
Let us worship the God who journeys with us.

**QOpening Hymn "0 Worship the King” (v.2,4,5) UMH #73

Opening Prayer (unison)

Holy God, you know us so well. You set our path and know our
ways and our words. We come today into your presence with
intention, with purpose, and with joy. May your presence draw
us close to assure us that we truly are your children. Make us
worthy of the hope we have. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Special Music Cheryl Whitican, Teri Gray, vocal duet

“People Need the Lord” Greg Nelson and Phil McHugh

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Lord, give us the strength to greet the coming day in peace.

Help us in all things to rely on Your holy will.

Reveal Your will to us every hour of the day.

Bless our dealings with all people. Teach us to treat all people
who come to us throughout the day with peace of soul and
with firm conviction that Your will governs all.

In all our deeds and words guide our thoughts and feelings. In
unexpected events, let us not forget that you are with us.

Teach us to act firmly and wisely, without embittering and
embarrassing others. Give us the physical strength to bear the
labors of this day. Direct our will, teach us to pray, pray in us.
Lord, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us, with
your mighty power, that we might not fall into sin nor be overcome by
adversity. And in all we do direct us to fulfill your purposes. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“Footsteps of Jesus” Asa B. Everett/Albin C. Whitworth

**Doxology “Glory Be to the Father” UMH #70

**Prayer of Dedication

Source of Compassion, all you have given us is yours. May our
gifts become loaves and fish for those who hunger. May our
offerings become love and light for those who feel lost and
afraid. Help us share our abundance with those in want, that
the world may be fed and made whole again. Amen.

Ministry of Music Erika Stone, Robyn Stone, vocal duet

“For When I See Him”  A. Sullivan/Paul Mickelson
Acts 18:1-18
Pastor Jeff Bandy

Scripture Reading
Sermon “Pilgrimage to Corinth”
Sacrament of Holy Communion

**Closing Hymn
“When in Our Music God is Glorified”  (v.1,2,4,5) UMH #68

**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Jesus Led Me All the Way” John W. Peterson/Albin C. Whitworth
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The Altar Flowers are given by John & Elaine Grayson
in honor of their 60¢h Wedding Anniversary.



Scripture Reading — Acts 18:1-18 (NIV)

In Corinth

18 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see
them, *and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked
with them. # Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade
Jews and Greeks.

>When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself
exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah.
®But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in
protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! | am innocent of
it. From now on | will go to the Gentiles.”

"Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus,
a worshiper of God. & Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household
believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and
were baptized.

® One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on
speaking, do not be silent. ' For | am with you, and no one is going to attack
and harm you, because | have many people in this city.” ' So Paul stayed in
Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

12\While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united
attack on Paul and brought him to the place of judgment. ™ “This man,” they
charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law.”

™ Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews were making
a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable
for me to listen to you. ' But since it involves questions about words and
names and your own law—settle the matter yourselves. | will not be a judge of
such things.” ' So he drove them off. ' Then the crowd there turned on
Sosthenes the synagogue leader and beat him in front of the proconsul; and
Gallio showed no concern whatever.

'8 paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and
sisters and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he
sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken.

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a
moment to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew.
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August 2, 2026 - Worship Team

Ushers Gerald Mahan, Chad Mossing,
Rick Smith, Will Mossing

Greeters Bruce Spitler, Debbie Spitler
Liturgist Chad Mossing

Organist Carol Stewart

Director of Music Teri Gray

Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek
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Monday Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B

3 Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Stephen Ministry 7:00 pm  OFFSITE

Tuesday Walking 9:00am FCC

4 Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am  Parlor
Trustees 6:30 pm Parlor

Wednesday

5

Thursday Walking 9:00am FCC

6 Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor

Friday

7

Saturday

8

Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Library, Parlor

9 Hospitality Time 10:00 am  Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary
Pool Party 5:00 pm Pinecrest Swim Club

Sunday School Studies
Double I will meet in the Library, Leader Linda Baxter, study of “Simon Peter —
Flawed but Faithful Disciple” by Adam Hamilton.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Hearts on
Fire - The United Methodist Story.”

Next Sermon — Sunday, Aug. 9

Sermon “Right Here, Right Now”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Romans 10: 5-15 (CEB)

Card Shower

We're having a card shower for: Genevieve Jones who turns 100 on Saturday, Aug. 8!

Her niece asked for you send cards to Friends Community Care — Rm 15, 170 Herman
Street, Yellow Springs, OH 45387.

The Cove After School Initiative:

The CCE Team invites you to be part of The Cove, a hew opportunity to serve the youth of
our community. Sign-up sheets are available in the narthex. Whether you can volunteer
regularly, occasionally, or support the ministry behind the scenes, there is a place for you
based on your interests, gifts, and availability. We encourage everyone to prayerfully
consider how you can help make a difference in the lives of local students. If you have any
questions, please contact Suzanne Bandy or other members of the CCE Team (Hope Reger,
Dessa Retherford, Fred Whitican, Tracy Bradford, and Carla Skaggs).

August 2, 2026 Announcements
SHOES 4 KIDS: We have a “shoe tree” in the narthex through TODAY and any shoes
purchased can be brought to church on Sunday, Aug. 9. Mention Faith Community
Church to Paul, store manager at Shoe Carnival for 20% off and no taxes
Sunday, Aug. 2-Saturday, Aug. 8. If you would like to volunteer or have questions
please call Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619.
OUT OF THE OFFICE: Pastor Jeff, Suzanne, and Hope Reger will be in Columbus for the UM
Discipleship's SCD conference the afternoon of Sunday, Aug.2-Wednesday, Aug. 5.
BRING YOUR COINS NEXT WEEK: Coins for missions Sunday is Sunday, Aug. 9. Coins will
go to the following Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of
Hope, Fish Pantry and Family Promise.
POOL PARTY: Come enjoy hot dogs, chips and swimming at our Pool Party on Sunday,
Aug. 9, 5:00-8:00pm at Pinecrest Swim Club, 520 Wilson Dr, Xenia, OH 45385.
Please RSVP at www.fcum.org. Parents are required to attend with their children.
MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Join us Monday, Aug. 10 for a Mary & Martha gathering
with an incredible and motivating presentation by Hope Reger, Executive Director and Founder
of Grief 2 Hope. She will share her powerful journey of transforming unimaginable devastation
into determination after the loss of her son and how that pain became the purpose behind
creating a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping others grieve with support, compassion
and hope. As always, bring a dish to pass. We will start at 6 pm with the potluck. If you have
questions, email Laurie at maryandmarthaxenia@gmail.com.
MEN OF FAITH: All Christian men are invited to join us on Monday, Aug. 17, at 6:00 pm in
CC 16A. Burgers and dogs from the grill will be served. Please bring a side dish if you like. Last
month the group donated over $4000 to local Greene County charities. These funds come into
the group through the Annual Garage sale and donated large household items (sofa, washer,
dryer, recliners) which are sold on marketplace. The Garden of Sharing is growing well but needs
tending weekly. This week peppers and zucchini will be taken to the FISH pantry and Bridges of
Hope. Come out and share some growth time with Men of Faith.
WOMEN'S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Aug. 17 at 1:00
pm in the Parlor. All women are invited to attend. DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on
Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.
BLOOD DRIVE: We will have a blood drive in the Community Center on Monday, Aug.
24, 2:00pm to 6:00pm. So far, we only have 5 people signed up out of 40 available
appointments. You can make a reservation for your preferred appointment time to donate
by going to www.donate.versitidayton.org or (937) 461-3220. Remember that your donation
can save as many as THREE LIVES!
GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith’s Garage Sale will be held on Friday, Sep. 11 from
6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 12 from 9:00am-Noon. If you have any large items
available now please contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.
IT'S FESTIVAL OF SHARING TIME AGAIN: Our Mission Team will be collecting 3 types
of kits: please create a “kids” kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or fill a 1 gallon
bag with “hygiene” or” period” supplies. Look for the kit lists and bags on the table in the
narthex. Please return filled bags by Sunday, September 23. Questions, please contact
Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143.
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