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Leading up to Easter,
we uzed materials from the
Fear+Less Dialogues as our
inspiration for a class and
sermon series titled,
“Removing the Barriers of
Engagement.”

We spent time each
waek exploring a specific kind
of fear that could deter us from
engaging with God, each other,
and our community. My hope is
that this series made us
aware of some fears that we
personally might contend with,
when it comes to meeting
strangers, stepping out of our
comfort zones, or even dealing
with an oppressive system. And
as we consider our fears, | also
want us to reflect on how we

From the Pastor

might shy away from being
engaged with the active
ministry of the church. 5o, in
May, Suzanne and | will be
sharing a 4-week sermon
serjes we are titling, “Becoming
an Engaged Church.” We will
be looking at various scriptures
that express how God works
with and through the people of
God, who in Christ are formed
as the church, one living stone
at a time. Each of us are a
valued resource through which
the Holy Spirit has empowered
and gifted for God's good
purposes, We hope to
encourage us all to discover
how we can be more fully
engaged in the life of the
church working together to be

Rev. Jeff Bandy
(937) 372-7601 + office@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org

9:00am - Sunday School
10:00am - Hospitality Time
10:30am - Worship

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

a safe space for exploring faith
and building community inside
and outside the church walls,
Take a look at
Suzanne's article on
Congregational & Community
Engagement for more details
on our commitment to
becoming an engaged church.
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Congregational & Community Engagement

Az shared In recent
newsletters, the purpose of the
Congregational & Community
Engagement Team is to inwvite,
engage, and empower our
community through meaningful
opportunities for connection and
sefvice, With that vision in mind,
the whole congregation is invited
to a Falth Community Potluck on
Sunday, May 17, immediately
following the worship service.

The gathering will take place
in the fellowship hall and is
designed to be more than just a
shared meal. It will offer an
opportunity for meaningful

connection as we together engage
in & guided exercize intended 1o
help us better know one another
and despen our sense of
comimunity.
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In addition, attendees will
take part in an activity known as
“Azsel Mapping,” an important
step in the church’'s ongoing
efforts to better understand the

strengths, gifts, and needs within
both the congregation and the
broader community.

This potivck plays a key rofe
in the church's four-week May
sermon senes, "Becoming an
Engaged Church.” More than a
discussion, the event serves as
the action step of the series—an
opportunity to put ideas into
practice and begin living more
fully into what it means to be an
engaged and connected
community.

All are encouraged to attend
and be part of this meaningful
time together.  -Suranne Bandy

Today, We Have a Little Church History

I am doing this from memory, 2o if | have made any errors, please let me know. In the early 1960's,
there were two Methodist Churches in Xenia, Trinity and First,

At that time, there were many new homes being constructed on the Western side of town, and the folks
at First Methodist thought it would be nice to sponsor another Methodist Church in that part of the city.

Arrangements were made to use some space in Warner Ir. High and so the Faith Branch of First
Methodist began. At that time, Reverend Conrad Diehm was the Senior Pastor at First. his associate was

Reverend Jimmy Walker who was in charge of the services, etc. for the new congregation.

First Church

provided the hymnals, among other supplies and the congregation met every Sunday morning. Some special
activities were scheduled from time to time, and all was going well with both locations.

As happens sometimes, one member of the little congregation became unhappy with the affiliation to
First, so he left. This opened a new avenue for First to be of even more help when that congregation was asked
if new members would attend services at Warner to help. This was nicely accomplished, it was about this time,
my husband, a Methodist minister was offered the leadership of two small churches in the area, so we left

Faith Branch.

In the next few vears, many changes took place in Xenia Methodism. Evangelical church congregation
decided to become a Methodist Church, leaving not two but four congregations in town, so the folks at Faith
Branch went back to First Church. Then another turn of events led to Trinity and First having conversations
about a possible merger between the two,

Some time previously, Trinity had purchased land on Country Club Drive with the plan to construct a new
church at that site. Following the merger, by vote of the two congregations, Faith Community United Methodist
Church came into being. A new church was constructed for the new congregation and with great joy the new
structure was dedicated. First Church was demuolished to make way for a new senior housing apartment
building known now as lohn Sale Manaor.

Methodism has been a major factor in Greene County for many years,
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This is an update from
Laraine Ceballos, Program
Coordinator for the program we
support. She is the wife of Rev.
Ceballos and shares the vision of
helping Mongolia.

"The Billie and Luke Snell
Development Program continues
to make good progress. The

Mongolian Mission

English classes at the Kairos
Center are going strong, with me
leading the lessons alongside
dedicated volunteers.

We are also offering Math
and Korean classes to further
support the students’ learning.
Al the same lime, after-school
programs have successfully
begun this week in several
United Methodist churches,
where children are engaged not
only in academic support but
also in music classes. Through
these initiatives, we are not only
strengthening their education
but also creating meaningful

12 2 |
The Billie and Luke
Snell Development
Program continues to
make good progress,
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opportunities far them to
encounter Christ and experiance
spiritial transforimation.

Please find & few photos
from our program attached., | will
send more toward the end of the
maonth. We are sincarely grateful
for the generous support that
you, Billie. and your church have
provided."

Please keep the
Mongolian Educational Program
in your prayers, Our church's
contributions are making a
difference.

— Luke M. Snell




Climate change and global warming are
massive changes that have effected changes in
many of Earth's ecosystems. They have caused the

of animals and plants on Earth. Another way to
describe this loss is to say that these animals and
plants are being threatened with extinction
because of ervironmental changes in their
habitats. Habitats are also lost because of the
expansion of housing and businesses, including
agriculture. As the Earth's human population
continues to grow, now at 8.2 billion, more and
more natural habitats will disappear,

Our government, with great bipartisan
suppaort. has wisely passed The Endangered
Species Act in 1973, It seeks to protect our
endangered species. In the U.S. many notable

the California condor, the bald eagle, the grizzly
bear, the humpback whale, and many species of
birds, have been saved from extinction, In fact,

rapid decline of hundreds of species within families

animals have been saved from extinction including:

A Voice for Environmental Stewardship

some 46 species of endangered animals have
recovered under the Endangered Species Act.

Many countries that have unigque animals
within their borders also have conservation laws
that are protecting their unique animals, Gorillas,
amazing African elephants and various species of
the rhinoceros are also endangered. Poachers Kill
rhinos for their horns which are sold and used in
traditional Chinese medicine.

God has given us this amazing planet
teeming with life of all kinds. IN FACT, ALL
ANIMALS AND PLANTS WERE THRIVING ON EARTH
LONG BEFORE HOMOSAPIENS CAME ON THE
SCEME. The least that we can do is to CHERISH and
PROTECT THE CREATURES THAT SHARE OUR
PLAMET WITH LS.

= Rev. Alan D. Barone, B.A. in Science
Education, M.Div, and Ohio Certified Voluntear
Naturalist
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Our Stephen Ministry Team Grows

We are
pleased to
announce
that our
Stephen
Ministry team
at Faith is growing. Tracy
Bradford, Pam Colbrunn, and
Mary Russell will be
commissioned as our newest
Stephen Ministers during our
sefvice on May 3rd. Each has
answered a special call to use
her gifts to follow in Jesus’
caring footsteps, Over the past
several months, they have
completed 50 hours of initial
training to prepare them to
provide Christian care for people
in our congregation and
community who are going
through difficult times. Now they
are ready to serve in this special

capacity.
i

Mary Russell is in the unique
position of rejoining our team and
we rejoice that she iz once again
able to do so.

Mary is "hands down” our
most trained Stephen Minister,
This is her third time around
completing the training class. In
addition to the Stephen Ministry
training classes she's attended,
she's also received special training
as a Stephen Leader. She
completed her initial training class
and was commissioned, then
repeated the class when her
husband, Larry, decided to
become a Stephen Minister, After
the second commissioning. Larry
and Mary served faithfully until
they needed 1o take a sabbatical
due to Larry's health concems,
Now more than ten years later,
following Larry's death, Mary

Graduation Sunday

participated in our most recent
training class.

When asked what Stephen
Minlstry means to her, this is what
she shared:

“Stephen Ministry checks
all the boxes for me, It has
allowed me to find {or re-fimd) my
Christian voice. Caring for others
is the best path to growth and
development-spiritual growth
most importantly. God has
shown me the way out of my
personal darkness by bringing
His light, peace, and grace to
others! Stephen Ministry brings a
joy and peace which is pure.
Semnving is an honor and privilege.
| would encourage others to train
and train now. The skills you
learn will be so valuable on your
life journey as you serve others.”
—Becky Cultice, Stephen Minister
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Help us honor our 2026 graduates: Ciara Horney who is graduating from Mount Union University and will
be attending Graduate School; and Will Mossing who is graduating from Cedarville High School and will
be attending Wittenberg University.
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May is National Stroke Awareness Month
A stroke occurs every 40 seconds and yet up to 80% of strokes can be prevented. This is why we are
hosting Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, on Monday,
May 4, 9:00am-5:00pm in FCC. For more information regarding the screenings or to schedule an
appointment, call 1-800-324-9458 promo code HABCOO1 or go to https://www.LLSA.SOCIAL/HABC or
text the word CIRCLE to 216-279-1607. Pre-registration is required. Screenings are fast, painless and
affordable. Three key tests check for blocked carotid arteries, an irregular heart rhythm called atrial
fibrillation, and high blood pressure, which are the three leading risk factors for stroke. Other tests
check for abdominal aortic aneurysms and hardening of the arteries in the legs. A bone density
screening to assess osteoporosis risk is also offered and is appropriate for both men and women. Many
events also offer blood tests, including cholesterol, glucose and c-reactive protein screenings, as well as
take-home colon cancer early detection tests.

O e

Bring Your Coins
Coins for missions Sunday is Sunday, May 10. Coins will go to the following Ministries supported by the
FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, Fish Pantry and Family Promise.

O e

Mary & Martha Gathering
Please join us on Monday, May 11, 6:00-8:00pm in FCC. In honor of Mother's Day, we ask you to
reflect on a memory to share of your mother, for example, a thankless task she did daily or something
that shaped your life; or you can share a favorite item that you use, for example, comfy socks. As
always, bring a favorite dish to share. If you need childcare or have any questions call Laurie Krakowiak
at (937) 694-8114 or the church office at (937) 372-7601.

O e

Women'’s Groups
WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, May 18 at 1:00pm in the Parlor. All women are
invited to attend. Thanks to everyone who purchased carnations for Mother's Day.
DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, May 19 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.

Pl e Y

United Methodist Men of Faith

All Christian men are invited to join us on Monday, May 18 at 6:00pm in CC 16A . With warmer
weather we will be having burgers and dogs off the grill. Please bring a side dish to share. We will have
a short Bible devotional from the book God Calls You To More. After the meeting we will have fellowship
with board games and popcorn. Bring the game that you like to play with others. Look for reminder
emails from ballcardkirk@gmail.com or ask to be added to the listing. The Garden of Sharing will be
planted this month, your help to tend to the field is needed.

Tl o —
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

e Ages 4 yoars old thru 5th graders welcome
= -

This year Vacation Bible School will be held on Saturday, Jun. 13, 9:30am-2:30pm. The theme will be

Faith that Floats and we need lots of volunteers to help... in person help, prayer warriors, & people to cut
out or sort papers. Please see Carla Skaggs or contact the office if you can help out with VBS.

— e Y

Thank You Notes
A huge THANK YOU for everyone who participated in our annual J.A.M. seed collection. Because
of your generosity we sent 98 packets of seeds and $251.00 to the Jackson Area Ministries to help

people by providing seeds and plants to families so they will be able to grow and harvest fresh produce
for their families.

FCUM
March 2026 Financials

Monthly Income $ 26,879 YTD Income |$ 86,584
Monthly Expenses | $ 41,792 YTD Expenses | $112,001
Difference | $(14,913)| -55.48% Difference | $ (25,416)| -29.35%




Attendance
Sunday

Date Worship School
March 29 85 31
April 5 Easter 167 o
April 12 20 20
April 19 88 29
April 26 79 30

e |

Deadline for Submitting Articles
for June Faith Links: Friday, May 15

If you are interested in submitting an article for the Newsletter,
we’d love to hear from you, just send an email to office@fcum.org

or call Deb Klaty at (937) 372-7601 ext 10.
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