All Saints Sunday - November 2, 2025

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.
(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Mary Ann Spahr, harp solo
“Amazing Grace” arr. by R. Loucks

**Call to Worship

On this All Saints Sunday, we gather to remember teachers and
storytellers who made God’s stories come alive for us.

We give thanks!

We remember parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and
siblings who showed us how to hold fast to the faith.

We give thanks!

We remember all those who have been a part of this faith family with
whom we grew our faith and our love for God and neighbor.

We give thanks!

We remember our ancestors in the faith whose courage enables us to be
here today.

We give thanks for the saints who came before us, are present
here with us, and will continue after us. Thanks be to God!

**Qpening Hymn “For All the Saints” (v. 1,2,4,6) UMH #711

Opening Prayer (unison)

Sovereign of Creation, all that we have comes from you. We gather
in your presence, surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, to
lift our voices in praise, to be transformed into your saints, to be
sent out to gather others to share the eternal banquet. Receive the
praise we offer, work in us and through us. Glory to you, O God, and
to the Lamb, our Shepherd, and to the Spirit that unites us all,
today and ever more. Amen.

Children’s Moments
Prayer Hymn “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” (v.1,2) UMH #614

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

The Lord our God is one:
We wiill love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Carol Stewart
Robert Lowry/Cindy Berry

UMH #95

Offering/Offertory
“Shall We Gather at the River”

**Doxology

**Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God of every growing gift, you call forth saints not with
perfection, but with purpose — to grow in faith, abound in love,
and serve with steadfastness. Receive these offerings as signs of
our gratitude, given by those you are shaping for good works in
Christ. Use them to build up your church, to bless the world, and
to honor those who have taught us to love more deeply. May our
generosity today reflect your glory and strengthen us to walk
ever more faithfully in your way. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Ministry of Music Mary Ann Spahr, harp solo

“Faith” arr. by R. Loucks
Scripture Reading Ephesians 1:11-23
Sermon “A Letter from The Saints” Pastor Jeff Bandy

Sacrament of Holy Communion (with Remembering Our Saints) UMH #13-14

Confession: Beloved God, who was known to our mothers and
fathers, and even to our spiritual forebears, have mercy on us. We
do not always love as you would have us love. We do not always do
as you would have us do. In our stubbornness, we turn from you
when we should turn toward you. Hold us, dear One — comfort us
when we mourn the passing of friends and family, and help us to
know that they are rejoicing in your presence. We praise you for
the grace you shower on us, constantly forgiving our errors,
especially the ones that we don't share with any but you. Hear now
the silent fears and worries of our hearts. (Pray in Silence)

Pardon: Friends, receive this good news! Jesus taught through his
words and deeds that God has already forgiven us. Thus, we and all who
have come before us are rightly known as saints — the holy ones of God!
Thanks be to God for God’s mercy, grace, and love! Amen!

**Closing Hymn "I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” UMH #712

**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Thank You” Ray Boltz/Dave Williamson
The Altar Flowers are given in remembrance of
.«.,:_‘r’“ all the Saints who have gone on to the kingdom of God.
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Scripture Reading — Ephesians 1:11-23 (NRSVUE)

" In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been ‘
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, ? so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his .

glory. ™ In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, "ﬁ ] ] é a 1 n tg
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; ** this is the

pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own
people, to the praise of his glory.
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Monday SPRC 6:30 pm  Parlor
3 Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Stephen Ministry 7:00 pm Library
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am  Parlor
4 Stephen Ministry Training  1:00 pm Library
Girl Scouts 6:00 pm FH 15A,B,C, CC 16A
Magic Volleyball Practice 6:00 pm FCC
Wednesday | Handbell Choir Practice 6:15 pm Music Room
5 Trustees 6:30 pm  Parlor
Chancel Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Chapel /Sanctuary
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor
6 Women'’s Club of Xenia 2:00 pm Parlor
Friday
7
Saturday Mary Carol Short Funeral 11:00 am Sanctuary
8 Missions Ham Loaf Dinner 4:30 pm  FCC, Kitchen
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Rm8, 11, CC 16A, Parlor
9 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Lucy Parsons, for a detailed study of the “"Book

of Amos”.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of "Journey
Through the Bible, Acts of the Apostles” by Justo L. Gonzalez.

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A-B, Leader Joyce Smith.

Preschool — Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day.

Next Sermon — Sunday, November 9

“Take Courage”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy

Haggai 1:15b - 2:9 (NRSVUE)

November 2, 2025 Announcements

WELCOME OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: The Staff
Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is excited to announce that
Teresa (Teri) Gray has joined Faith Community as our new
Director of Music. In this role, Teri will direct our Chancel
Choir, coordinate hymns and special music for worship, and
help strengthen the overall music ministry of our church. Teri
comes to us with over 30 years of experience as a music
teacher, along with many years of service as a choir director
and worship leader within the United Methodist connection.
She is also a talented pianist, clarinetist, and vocalist who is
eager to share her gifts with us. Teri’s love for the Lord and
passion for music will be a true blessing to our congregation.
Please join us in warmly welcoming her to the Faith
Community family!

FCUM MISSIONS COMMITTEE PRESENTS: A Meal 4 Missions on Saturday, Nov. 8,
4:30-6:30pm in the FCC. The menu will feature a complete HAM LOAF DINNER with
homemade desserts. Donations will benefit the Greene County FISH Food Pantry. If you
are unable to attend, you can still support this mission with a donation: just mark your
envelope or memo line on your check “FISH FOOD PANTRY”. For Reservations or
questions please call Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143.

MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Join us for an evening of thanks and giving on
Monday, Nov. 10, 6:00-8:00pm in FCC. Please bring a dish to share that you are
thankful for and your filled boxes for Operation Christmas Child so we can give to the drop
off centers. The program will be crafts led by Betsy Murray; come and enjoy a night of
FUN! If you need childcare, RSVP to Laurie Krakowiak at 937-694-8114 and if you have
any questions, call the church office at 937-372-7601.

PLEDGE ENVELOPES: If you would like to receive a box of pledge envelopes for 2026
please contact the church office at (937) 372-7601 by Monday, Nov. 10.

WE NEED JARS: Lynn Engle is collecting 100 quart size canning jars (with or without
lids) for a craft project to do with the children. She needs them by Sunday, Nov. 16.
Please contact Lynn for more information (937) 376-4568.

ST. PAUL’'S CHRISTMAS TREE: We will again be sharing Christmas joy with the children at
St. Paul's after school program. The children will be able to visit a special shop to choose gifts
to give to their families on Christmas. Please consider spreading God's love by choosing an
ornament from the tree in the narthex starting Sunday, Nov. 9, and selecting a small gift
($5-$10) and returning gifts unwrapped by Sunday, Nov. 30.

SIGN UP FOR 2026 ALTAR FLOWERS: The flower calendar for 2026 is on the table in the
narthex. Your gift of Altar flowers enhances the worship service and reflects the beauty of
God’s World. If you sign up for flowers we can order them or you can order them from your
favorite florist. You will receive a reminder call prior to the date. If you have any questions
please call the office or Joyce Smith (937) 372-6576 or Betsy Murray (937) 372-8376.
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