September 28, 2025

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
“It Is Well With My Soul” Sibelius and Bliss/Melody Bober

**Call to Worship

God is our refuge and our fortress.

In God, we place our trust.

When we are weary,

God lifts us up on wings like eagles.
Come before the Lord with joy and longing.
God is our hope and our salvation.

“Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart”  (v.1,2,3,5) UMH #160

Opening Prayer (unison)

Generous Spirit, you call us to share our riches with the poor
and disadvantaged, lest we follow self-interest to our ruin and
destruction. Teach us to bestow your blessings on those in
need, lest we be trapped by selfish desire. Set our hearts on the
riches of good works, rather than the allure of earthly
treasures. Help us take hold of the life that really is life. Amen.

**Qpening Hymn

Children’s Moments
“God Will Take Care of You”

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Hymn (v.1,3) UMH #130

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“Springs of Living Water” John W. Peterson
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Loving God, you protect us from harm and shelter us in your
loving arms. Just as you deliver us from evil, may these offerings
lead others to find the hope of your salvation. In Jesus’ hame,
we pray. Amen.

Chancel Choir
Michael Barrett

Luke 16:19-31
Pastor Jeff Bandy
UMH #144

Ministry of Music
“A Joyful, Jubilant Song”

Gospel Reading

Sermon “Filling the Gap”
**Closing Hymn “This Is My Father’s World”
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“On Eagle’s Wings”  Rev. Michael Joncas/Edwin Earle Ferguson
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The Altar flowers are given by Sandy Pramer
In memory of loved ones.



Gospel Reading - Luke 16:19-31 (NLT)

Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

' Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly
clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury.

20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with
sores. 2! As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s
table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores. # “Finally, the
poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham
at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried,

23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw
Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.

24*The rich man shouted, 'Father Abraham, have some pity! Send

Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue. | am in anguish in these flames.’

%5 Byt Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your

lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing.
So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 2 And
besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over
to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’

27 *Then the rich man said, 'Please, Father Abraham, at least send
him to my father’s home. 2 For | have five brothers, and | want him
to warn them so they don't end up in this place of torment.’

29 Byt Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them.
Your brothers can read what they wrote.’

39 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to
them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’

31But Abraham said, ‘If they won't listen to Moses and the prophets,
they won't be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.”

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment
i to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. :

......................................................................................................................
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Community

A Safe Space For
Exploring Faith & Building Community

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Sunday, September 28, 2025

Worship Team
Ushers Mike Tittle, Don Wolf
Butch Smith, Rick Smith
Greeters Debi Hall, Debbie Swigart
Liturgist Julie Wickline
Organist Carol Stewart

Chancel Choir Director Glen Shaw
Handbell Choir Director  Jim McPeek
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Monday Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH15A-B

29 Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
30 Stephen Ministry Training ~ 1:00 pm  Library
Wednesday Handbell Choir Practice 6:15 pm Music Room
1 Chancel Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Chapel /Sanctuary
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor
2 Woman'’s Club of Xenia 2:00 pm  Parlor
Friday
3
Saturday
4
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Rm38, 11, CC 16A, Parlor
5 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies
Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Lucy Parsons, for a detailed study of the “"Book
of Amos”.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Slaying the
Giants in Your Life” by Dr. David Jeremiah.

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A-B, Leader Lynn Engle with guest speaker Luke
Snell, study of Mongolia Missions.

Preschool — Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day.

Next Sermon — Sunday, October 5

“Measuring Faith”
Gospel Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Luke 17: 5-10 (NIV)

Out of Office

Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty will be on vacation Sep. 22 — Oct. 3. Please
be patient with our volunteers in her absence. The bulletins have been printed
ahead of time so if you have any announcements please give them to Pastor Jeff.

September 28, 2025 Announcements

OCTOBER 5 IS A SPECIAL SUNDAY: World Communion Sunday is a denomination-
wide celebration emphasizing the value of education and training. We commemorate this
day by giving generously to support young adults and make a global impact for Christ.
Half of the offering benefits World Communion scholarships for undergraduate and
graduate students from the U.S. and other countries. The remainder provides grants to
support training for worldwide inclusion, diversity, equity, and access. Your gift is a
practical expression of care, equipping students to shape a hopeful future. Supporting
United Methodist students offers both financial and spiritual encouragement,
demonstrating the church's confidence in their potential. On World Communion Sunday,
we join ecumenically in acknowledging our unity in Christ as we gather around His table.
There will be a special offering taken on Sunday, Oct. 5. Please use the provided
envelope handed out with your bulletin to place your donation in the offering plate or
mark your check in the memo line: WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY.

HOSPICE MYTH VERSUS FACTS: The Greater Dayton Stephen Ministry Network is
sponsoring a free presentation; open to all, on Sunday, Oct. 12, 2:30-4:30pm at
Fairhaven Church, 637 E. Whipp Road, Centerville. The speaker will be Kim
Vesey, recently retired Director of Hospice of Dayton. Kim is a certified Hospice and
Palliative Care nurse, certified Thanatologist (study of death and grief), author of
seven children's books on grief, and a TEDX speaker. To learn more, contact Becky
Cultice at culticer@sbcglobal.net or 937-376-5747.

CASSEROLE CARE-A-VAN: Do you know of someone connected to our church who
could benefit from our Casserole Care-a-van providing them with a few meals? If so,

get with me so that I can let you know the information that I will need to get this set
up with our amazing Casserole Care-a-van volunteers. Julie Wickline (937) 207-8289.

LIONS CLUB DONATIONS: We are still collecting Eye Glasses, Glasses Cases,
Hearing Aids, and Cell Phones for the Lions Club. Please put them in the drawer
marked Lions Club in the plastic storage cabinet in the narthex. If you have any
questions please call Michelle Surgenor (937) 818-3096.

WE ARE COLLECTING LOVE PACKAGES: Items collected are Bibles, Reference
Material, Books, Magazines, Daily Devotionals, Sunday School Materials, CDs, DVDs,
BluRay, Bible games, biblical puzzles — anything that helps teach the gospel,
especially to children. You can bring your items into the office or place them in the
blue bin in the Narthex by the Education Wing.

GET CONNECTED: As we begin preparing for our church conference, please
consider how you might get involved with the work and ministry of the church.
Please reference the current lists of committees (located on the Ad Board Council
News bulletin board) and let Pastor Jeff know where you would be interested to
serve beginning in 2026.
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