September 14, 2025

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Handbell Choir
“The Tallis Canon” Douglas E. Wagner

**Call to Worship

Do you hear the whisper of God calling us to worship?

God, help us listen as you call.

Do you sense the beautiful people God is creating us to become?

God, help us to see your image within.

Are we ready to listen, learn, and grow?

God, open our hearts and minds to your loving and challenging
guidance.

**Opening Hymn ~ “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  UMH #103

Opening Prayer (unison)

O God of heaven and earth, bless us with your mercy and
grace. Enter our hearts and make us holy. Be our Shepherd and
guide us in your ways, that we might not wander alone. Hear
our cries and gather us to yourself, that we may be one with
each other, through the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Children’s Moments
“Seek Ye First”

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Hymn UMH #405

Offering/Offertory
“Only a Sinner, Saved By Grace”

Carol Stewart
David B. Towner

**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Most gracious God, we bring these gifts, as we bring ourselves.
We are nothing special in ourselves. But you seek us, you
gather us together; and in your arms, our lives come together.
Bless us and these gifts, that together we may be a blessing and
return your glory to you, where it belongs. Amen.

Ministry of Music Handbell Choir
“For the Beauty of the Earth”  Conrad Kocher/Kevin McChesney

1 Timothy 1:12-17
Pastor Jeff Bandy
UMH #66

Scripture Reading

Sermon “Identifying as Sinner”
**Closing Hymn
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Victory in Jesus” Eugene M. Bartlett

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

The Altar flowers are given by Debi Hall
1in loving memory of David Jones.
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The Altar flowers are given by Teresa Weimer
in loving memory of Bonnie Weimer.



Scripture Reading - 1 Timothy 1:12-17 (CEB)

Thanksgiving

12| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength
because he considered me faithful. So he appointed me to
ministry * even though | used to speak against him, attack his
people, and | was proud. But | was shown mercy because | acted
in ignorance and without faith. " Our Lord's favor poured all over
me along with the faithfulness and love that are in Christ

Jesus. ® This saying is reliable and deserves full acceptance:
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"—and I'm the
biggest sinner of all. ® But this is why | was shown mercy, so that
Christ Jesus could show his endless patience to me first of all. So
I'm an example for those who are going to believe in him for F H
eternal life. ' Now to the king of the ages, to the immortal,

invisible, and only God, may honor and glory be given to him CO mun itv

forever and always! Amen. A Safe Space For
Exploring Faith & Building Community

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Sunday, September 14, 2025
Worship Team
Ushers Mike Tittle, Don Wolf
Butch Smith, Rick Smith

Greeters Bruce Spitler, Debbie Spitler
: WELCOME VISITORS! : ; ;
i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and thurgl_St Suzanne Bandy
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment Organist Carol Stewart
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. : Chancel Choir Director Glen Shaw

Handbell Choir Director  Jim McPeek
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Monday Women United Circle 1:00 pm Parlor
15 Men of Faith 6:00 pm CC16A
Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am  Parlor
16 Dorcas Circle 1:00 pm Parlor
Stephen Ministry Training  1:00 pm Library
Girl Scouts 6:00 pm FH 15A,B,C, CC 16A
Wednesday Handbell Choir Practice 6:15 pm Music Room
17 Chancel Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Chapel /Sanctuary
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor
18 Private Event 5:30pm FCC
Friday
19
Saturday Autumn’s Blessings Brunch  11:00 am FCC
20
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Rm 8,11, CC 16A, Parlor
21 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Lucy Parsons, for a detailed study of the “"Book

of Amos”.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Slaying the
Giants in Your Life” by Dr. David Jeremiah.

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A-B, Leader Lynn Engle with guest speaker Luke
Snell, study of Mongolia Missions.

Preschool — Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day.

September 14, 2025 Announcements

GREAT RESULTS!: This year’s Garage Sale was a huge success. Sales were in
excess of $7400 ($2000 higher than last year!). The Men of Faith are so thankful for
the support from the members of our congregation who assisted with their time and
donations of items. Now, we focus our time on distributing all of this money to local
Xenia charities, as we do each year. We will report on that periodically to the
congregation. Thanks to Bob Whipp for coordinating the many facets of this project.

TODAY IS COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY: Coins will go to the following
Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, Fish
Pantry and Family Promise.

WOMEN'’S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Sep. 15 at
1:00pm in the Parlor. DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, Sep. 16 at
1:00pm in the Parlor.

MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, Sep. 15 at 6:00pm in
CC 16A. All men are invited to join us. Dinner will be served. We will have social
time during the meal followed by a Bible devotional. We are lining up a presentation
that will help us all in aging needs and understanding of services. After that we will
focus on the results of the Community Garage sale and the final weeks needed at the
Garden Project. Both are a huge success this year with many Men of Faith to thank.
Watch your email for more information. The email will come from
ballcardkirk@gmail.com so look in your spam if you don't see anything by Saturday,
Sep. 13th.

AUTUMN'S BLESSINGS BRUNCH: Dorcas Circle will be hosting a brunch on
Saturday, Sep. 20 at 11:00am for a $10 donation. Barbara Mills will be the Guest
Speaker on Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Tickets will be sold in the narthex
on Sunday Sep 14. If you have any questions, please contact Betsy Murray (937)
768-1143.

FESTIVAL OF SHARING NEEDS 3 KITS THIS YEAR: Please consider filling a
“kids" kit by filling a cloth bag with school supplies, or fill a 1 gallon bag with
“hygiene” or” period” supplies. Last year, many of the kits were delivered following
Hurricane Helene providing much needed supplies and a “gift of hope” after a
disaster. Look for the kit lists and bags on the table in the narthex. Please return
filled bags by Sunday, September 21. If you have any questions, please contact
Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143.

Next Sermon — Sunday, September 21

“The Hard and the Hope”
Scripture Lesson

Guest Speaker: Suzanne Bandy
Psalm 79: 1-9 (CEB)

Out of Office

Pastor Jeff will be out Monday, Sep. 15 — Saturday, Sep. 20 first at the
Generosity Summit in Maumee Bay and then the Ohio School of Ministry
Pastor Retreat in Sandusky.

Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty will be on vacation Sep. 22 — Oct. 3.
Please be patient with our volunteers in her absence.
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