
  

 
July 20, 2025 

Please take a moment to sign our   attendance register located in each pew.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)    
 
                        

Greeting/Life of the Church                                                               
  

Prelude                                                                                                Carol Stewart 
                  “People Need the Lord”         Phill McHugh and Greg Nelson 
   

**Call to Worship 
Children of God, in Jesus, Love became flesh and moved into the 
neighborhood. 
We gather to worship Christ, the image of the invisible. 
In Jesus, we meet the fullness of God with no barriers to access. 
We gather to worship Christ, the image of the invisible. 
Children of God, come! Come, let us worship God, whose power makes 
Love visible to us so that we might reflect Love to the world. 
Come, let us worship Christ, Love who came to dwell among us 
and within us! 
 

**Opening Hymn      “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”     UMH #103 
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Jesus, our Savior, in response to your call to be your faithful 
disciples, we are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. Open our lives and teach us how to follow 
your great commission to make disciples of all nations, to 
baptize and teach them your ways. Let us know the full 
blessings of our God—Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen. 
 

Children’s Moments                                                      Children of VBS             
 

Prayer Hymn                   “Trust and Obey”                 (v.1,4) UMH #467 
 

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Offering/Offertory                                                            Carol Stewart 
                                    “I Love to Tell the Story”        William G. Fischer 
                   

**Doxology                                                                           UMH #95 
 

**Prayer of Dedication 
Loving God, like baskets of summer fruit, you fill our lives to 
overflowing. May the offering we return to you this day reflect 
our gratitude for your many blessings. May they show our 
commitment to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Through 
your goodness and the sharing of these gifts, may the world 
come to know the richness of your love. Amen. 
 

**Gospel Reading                                                    Matthew 28:16-20  
 

Ministry of Music                       Pam Colbrunn and Glen Shaw, vocal duet 
                                        “You Raise Me Up”       arr. by Roger Emerson 
 

Sermon                     “Finding Our Way”       Joyce Smith 
 

**Closing Hymn                  “Victory in Jesus”                        UMH #370 
 

**Sending Forth 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you. Go in Peace. Amen. 
 

Postlude                                                                          Carol Stewart 
                                            “Pass It On”                            Kurt Kaiser 

 
 

 
           

 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their 
time and/or donated money to make VBS 2025 
an amazing experience. It truly takes many 
hands and hearts to provide this experience for 
over  65 children from our 
community. A very special 
thank you to Joyce Smith 
and Betsy Murray for their 
hard work for the last few 
weeks putting it all together.

 

 



    

Gospel Reading - Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV) 

The Great Commission 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 

where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given    

to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and      

of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I    

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to        

the very end of the age.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS!
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and 
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment 
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. 

 

Sunday, July 20, 2025  
 Worship Team 

        

 Ushers               Ed Stidham, Margaret Stidham 
  Rick Smith, Joyce Smith         

 Greeters     Jerry Mahan, Judy Mahan    

 Liturgist     Will Mossing, Micah Fleming 
 

 Organist Carol Stewart 
   

  

Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt. 

 Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13 
pastorjeff@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 

Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  
21 

  Women United Circle 
  Magic Volleyball Parents 
  Boy Scouts 

  1:00 pm 
  6:00 pm 
  7:00 pm 

Parlor 
CC 16A 
FH 15A-B 

Tuesday  
22 

  Tuesday Bible Study  
   

10:00 am 
   

Parlor 

Wednesday 
23 

   

Thursday  
24 

Prayer Shawl 
 

11:00 am 
 

Parlor 
 

Friday  
25 

    

Saturday  
26 

  Double I Dinner   6:00 pm FH 15 A, Kitchen 

Sunday  
27 

Worship Service in the Park 10:30 am   Shawnee Park 
 

Sunday School Studies 
 

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Lucy Parsons, for a detailed study of the 

“Book of Amos”. 
 

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of 
“Troublesome Bible Passages” by Douglas E. Wingeier and David Lowes 

Watson.  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sermon – Sunday, July 27 – Worship in the Park 
 
 

On Sunday, July 27 at 10:30am in the Pavilion at Shawnee Park, FCUM 
will worship together in the park. There will be chairs set up in the pavilion or you 

may bring your own chair or blanket to set up on the lawn. If you want t00o help 

set up chairs, come at 9:00am. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Vacations & Special Dates 
 

Pastor Jeff and Suzanne will be on vacation July 19-25.  

Treasurer Jennifer Damron will be on vacation July 28-Aug 1. 

We will Worship in the Park on Sunday, July 27 (so no counting on Jul. 29).  
CHURCH CLOSED!!: The Church parking lot is going to be repaved so the 

parking lot will be closed to all traffic and the church will be closed to all 
functions and activities  Monday, Aug.  4 – Wednesday, Aug. 6 (weather 

permitting) (counting will be moved to Thursday, Aug. 7). 
 

 
 

July 20, 2025 Announcements 
--------------------- 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS GOING STRONG!: We averaged about 65  
children per day with about 35 volunteers. The children's donations are going to 
FISH Food Pantry. If you would like to participate also, we are collecting both  
money and food products. So far we have collected about $300 and 100 food items. 
Please put FISH on the memo line of your check/envelope and drop in the offering plate, or 
bring in your non-perishable food items Sunday, Jul. 20 - Sunday, Aug. 3. 

--------------------- 
WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE: will meet on Monday, Jul. 21 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.   

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH CANCELLED: The Men of Faith will not meet in July.  

--------------------- 
SHOES 4 THE SHOELESS: The children will come in to be sized on Saturday, Aug. 2, 
9:30-10:30am and return on Saturday, Aug. 16, 9:30-10:30am to pick up their new 
shoes. This gives our congregation a chance to get involved by purchasing the shoes. We will 
have a “shoe tree” in the narthex on Sunday, Aug. 3 and any shoes purchased can be 
brought to church on Sunday, Aug. 10. If you would like to volunteer on either of those 
Saturdays or have questions please call Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619. 

--------------------- 
SIGN UP FOR OUR NEW MEMBER CLASS: If you are interested in membership at Faith 
Community, you are invited to attend a one day orientation class on Sunday, Aug. 3 at 
1:30-5:00pm in the Parlor. Please call the office or email Pastor Jeff PastorJeff@fcum.org 
to sign up so we can prepare the materials.  

--------------------- 
LAITY CONVOCATION: Get ready for a gathering of laypeople from all over Ohio - August 
15 at 5:30 pm to August 16 at 3:30 pm, Worthington UMC - 600 High Street. Laity 
Convocation is where we come together to celebrate our faith and community, connect with 
fellow church members, participate in workshops, and grow in your faith. This event is 
designed for all members of the church who are not ordained clergy - that's you, the laity! 
Please REGISTER by: August 4, 2025. Hotel registration: https://www.marriott.com/event-
reservations /reservation-link.mi?id=1745257512954&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app 
=resvlink. Class registration: #1: You can register on the WOC site under EVENTS OR #2 
you can follow the link below and it will take you to another registration previously created: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wVpr_0x2XEepfC5kC2MHBcrw_LMkI
H1Bh0pQsHonLXxUN1ExMDlaQ0xJUURPREZEMVlFU0JGVE80WS4u. Meals are free, but you 
will need to pay for the hotel stay which is at a discounted rate for the conference. If you 
have any questions, please contact Julie Carter at jcarter@wocumc.org OR 380-223-9237. 

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE: Get ready to shop on Friday, Sep. 5 from 
6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, Sep. 6 from 9:00am-Noon. If you have furniture or large 
items to be picked up early, please call Bob Whipp at (937) 668-3137. Items can be dropped off 
Thursday, Sep. 5 from noon to 8:00pm and Friday, Sep. 7 from 9:00am-noon. Contact Bob 
Whipp if you are available to volunteer for pricing and stocking tables on Thursday and Friday.  

--------------------- 
MARY & MARTHA WOMEN’S MINI-RETREAT: When Moses encounters God for the first 
time, he asks, "Who am I…?" This profound question resonates with each of us as we 
grapple with our own sense of value and worth. Join us for a day of exploration as we delve 
into our human desires and uncover the distinction between self-confidence and self-worth. 
This mini-retreat will be held on Saturday, Sep. 13, 9:00am-3:00pm in FCC. The day will 
include a continental breakfast, music, a creative project, lunch, and scripture reflection. The 
cost is $25 per person and reservations are required. Open to all women regardless of any 
church affiliation. Registration forms are available in the narthex and in the office. Deadline 
to register is Sunday, Aug. 31. If you have any questions or need further information, 
please contact the church office at (937) 372-7601. 

--------------------- 
 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations%20/reservation-link.mi?id=1745257512954&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app%20=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations%20/reservation-link.mi?id=1745257512954&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app%20=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations%20/reservation-link.mi?id=1745257512954&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app%20=resvlink
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wVpr_0x2XEepfC5kC2MHBcrw_LMkIH1Bh0pQsHonLXxUN1ExMDlaQ0xJUURPREZEMVlFU0JGVE80WS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wVpr_0x2XEepfC5kC2MHBcrw_LMkIH1Bh0pQsHonLXxUN1ExMDlaQ0xJUURPREZEMVlFU0JGVE80WS4u
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