July 13, 2025

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
“Bridge Over Troubled Waters” Paul Simon/Carol Tornquist

**Call to Worship

Beloved people of God, welcome to worship.

We come to worship and to praise.

With love for one another, we gather as neighbors.

With love for God, we gather as God’s community of love.

“God of Grace and God of Glory” UMH #577

Opening Prayer (unison)

Loving God, thank you for being present in our lives and in this
time of worship. Speak love to our hearts and wisdom to our
minds, that we might grow in your knowledge of love and that
our lives might bear the fruit of your knowledge and grace.
Amen.

**QOpening Hymn

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn

“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”  (v.1,5) UMH #500

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory
“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”

Carol Stewart
Sebastian Temple

**Doxology UMH #95
**Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, bless these gifts. May they bring your love,
justice, and compassion to where they are most needed in our
world. Help us be good neighbors to everyone we meet. With

gratitude and love, we pray. Amen.
Luke 10:25-37

Suzanne Bandy, vocal solo; Pam Colbrunn, piano
“Holy Spirit Rain Down” Russell Fragar

**Gospel Reading
Ministry of Music

Sermon “Prepared to Serve”
“Open My Eyes, That I May See”

Pastor Jeff Bandy
**Closing Hymn UMH #454
**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“He Ain't Heavy ... He’s My Brother” Bobby Scott

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church
and Sanctuary for Vacation Bible School.



Scripture Reading - Luke 10:25-37 (NIV)

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

26 "\What is written in the Law?" he replied. “How do you read it?”

i

" He answered, "’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”

% you have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

29 Bt he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is
my neighbor?”

3%1n reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. *' A priest
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the
man, he passed by on the other side. *So too, a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. ** But
a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he
saw him, he took pity on him. **He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. ** The next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after
him," he said, ‘and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra
expense you may have.’

3¢ "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man

who fell into the hands of robbers?”

3" The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “"Go and do likewise.”

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. :
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Worship Team
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Greeters Debi Hall, Deb Swigart
Liturgist Mike Engle
Organist Carol Stewart
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Monday Vacation Bible School 9:30am  Entire Church
14 Boy Scouts 7:00 pm  Outside
Tuesday Vacation Bible School 9:30am  Entire Church
15 Dorcas Circle 1:00 pm  Parlor
Wednesday Mary & Martha Parent
16 Coffee Time 9:00am  Parlor
Vacation Bible School 9:30am  Entire Church
Thursday Vacation Bible School 9:30am  Entire Church
17 Ad Board Council 6:30 pm  Chapel
Friday Vacation Bible School 9:30am  Entire Church
18
Saturday
19
Sunday Sunday School 9:00am Rm 8, Parlor
20 Hospitality Time 10:00 am  Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Lucy Parsons, for a detailed study of
the “Book of Amos”.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of
“Troublesome Bible Passages” by Douglas E. Wingeier and David
Lowes Watson.

Next Sermon — Sunday, July 20

Guest Speaker, Joyce Smith
Matthew 28: 16-20 (NIV)

“VBS Reflection”
Gospel Lesson

Vacations & Special Dates

Pastor Jeff and Suzanne will be on vacation July 19-25.
Treasurer Jennifer Damron will be on vacation July 28-Aug 1.
We will Worship in the Park on Sunday, July 27 (so no counting on Jul. 29)

The church will be closed Aug. 4-6 due to parking lot paving (weather
permitting) (counting will be moved to Thursday, Aug. 7).

July 13, 2025 Announcements

HOW TO HELP TEXAS: Pray for the families, congregations, and communities of Central
Texas who lost loved ones. May they feel God’s presence and be comforted in God’s loving
arms. Pray, too, for first responders, government officials, and volunteers who are working
tirelessly on recovery and relief efforts. You can support relief efforts by donating to one of
these 3 United Methodist Church funds:

1) Rio Texas Conference Hill Country Flood Resources- https://riotexas.org/hill-country-
flood

2) Texas Annual Conference Guadalupe River Flood Relief and Spiritual Help -
https://www.txcumc.org/news-detail/guadalupe-river-flood-19138483

3) United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) U.S. Disaster Response and
Recovery - https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670/

TODAY IS COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY: Coins will go to the following Ministries
supported by the FCUMC mission and Outreach team: Bridges of Hope, W
Fish Pantry and Family Promise. /A

VBS STARTS TOMORROW!!! : Vacation Bible School

is for children 4 years to entering 6™ grade. Come be

a part of this year's ADVENTURE WITH GOD. It’s not
too late to join, just go to FCUM.org to register <
your child/children. If you have any questions,
please contact Betsy Murray (937) 768-1143 or
Joyce Smith (937) 372-6576.

MARY & MARTHA GATHERING JULY COOKOUT CANCELLED: Church Friends - we have
decided to CANCEL the July cookout/gathering that was to be held July 14. Vacation Bible
School has reserved our church for the week and we don't want to infringe on their decorated
spaces. Mary & Martha ladies, be ready to attend our August 11 gathering ... FUN
WILL BE HAD BY ALL!!

XENIA CITYWIDE WORSHIP IN SHAWNEE PARK: On Sunday, July 27 at 10:30am
in the Pavilion, FCUM will worship together in the park. There will be chairs set up in the
pavilion or you may bring your own chair or blanket to set up on the lawn. If you want to
help set up chairs, come at 9:00am.

SHOES 4 THE SHOELESS: The children will come in to be sized on Saturday, Aug. 2,
9:30-10:30am and return on Saturday, Aug. 16, 9:30-10:30am to pick up their new
shoes. This gives our congregation a chance to get involved by purchasing the shoes. We
will have a “shoe tree” in the narthex on Sunday, Aug. 3 and any shoes purchased can
be brought to church on Sunday, Aug. 10. If you would like to volunteer on either of
those Saturdays or have any questions please call Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619.

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEW MEMBER CLASS: If you are interested in membership at Faith
Community, you are invited to attend a one day orientation class on Sunday, Aug. 3 at
1:30-5:00pm in the Parlor. Please call the office or email Pastor Jeff Pastorleff@fcum.org
to sign up so we can prepare the materials.

DID YOU KNOW?: There are 28 evergreen bushes around the church to be trimmed each
year. That does not include the boxwood, lilac, forsythia and a few others. If you would be
willing to do a section, please contact Margaret Stidham at (937) 725-2676.
(Note: this is a new number.)
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