June 29, 2025

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Erika Stone, vocal and guitar solo
“Come, Now is the Time to Worship” Brian Doerksen

**Call to Worship

We gather today as a community led by the Spirit.
Your way, O God, is holy.

Pick up the mantle of faith and follow Christ today.
Your way, O God, is holy.

Listen, pray, and believe.

Your way, O God, is holy.

**0Opening Hymn  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" UMH #400

Opening Prayer (unison)

God of all life and love: we are your children, and you made us
free to live in joyful relationship with you and one another. Your
grace empowers us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Give us the courage to love ourselves as much as you love us
and to love others with the same compassion. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn “Tis so Sweet" UMH #462

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nhame. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Erika Stone, piano
"I Offer My Life" Don Moen
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Receive our humble offerings, O Lord, for your work in the world.
Bless those who give, those who send, and those who will
receive these gifts. May our offering sow seeds of hope and bear
the fruit of love wherever they are sown. Amen.

Ministry of Music Erika Stone, vocal and guitar solo

"I See Jesus" Erika Stone
Scripture Reading Galatians 5:1 & 13-25
Sermon “Embrace Freedom” Pastor Jeff Bandy

**Closing Hymn (v. 1,3,4) UMH #467
**Sending Forth

Postlude

“Trust and Obey"

Erika Stone, vocal and guitar solo
"Higher Ground" Johnson Oatman, Jr.

The Altar Flowers are given by Janet Adkins
in honor of Gale Adkins.




Scripture Reading - Galatians 5:1 & 13-25(NRSVUE)

5 ' For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

3 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become enslaved to one another. ** For the whole
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” ' If, however, you bite and devour one
another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

The Works of the Flesh

'8 Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and
what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh, for these are
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you
want. *® But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the
law. ' Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality,
impurity, debauchery, 2% idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 2! envy, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these. | am warning you, as | warned
you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God.

The Fruit of the Spirit

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 2 gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against such things. 2* And those who belong to
Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. % If
we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
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Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH15C
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am  Parlor
1 Trustees 6:30 pm  Parlor
Wednesday Magic Volleyball Practice 6:00 pm FCC
2
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am  Parlor
3
Friday 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY OFFICE CLOSED
oy
Saturday
5
Sunday Sunday School 9:00am Rm 8, Parlor
6 Hospitality Time 10:00 am  Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary
Sunday School Studies
Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Alan Barone, study of “Life Lessons
from ACTS” by Max Lucado.
Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of
“Troublesome Bible Passages” by Douglas E. Wingeier and David
Lowes Watson.

Next Sermon — Sunday, July 6

“Community of Faith”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Galatians 6:7-16 (NIV)

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and :
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment :
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. :

June 29, 2025 Announcements

WELCOME TO THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT: Rev. Wes Souders will be our
new District Superintendent and will be hosting a welcome to the District event

on Thursday, Jul. 10 at Faith Community in FCC. The Clergy of the area will
gather at 3:00, followed by Communion and a light meal with the SPRC chairs

and other leaders at 5:00, and then a meeting with just laity until 7:00. %

Helping the children of Xenia find their way to Jesus is the 2! i'

A
goal of VBS 25. There are many opportunities for YOU to be o .

a part of this exciting adventure. Your skills and talents can . §
be put to use to enable a child to find that Jesus is their

True North. We still need teachers, assistant teachers, bakers,
decorators, and pray warriors. Please help us at Faith Community

to provide the children of Xenia with a meaningful and memorable
VBS. Call Betsy (937) 372-8376 or Joyce (937) 372-6576 or the church office.

HAVE YOU PUT JULY 14-18 ON YOUR CALENDAR?:

XENIA CITYWIDE WORSHIP IN SHAWNEE PARK: On Sunday, July 27 at
10:30am in the Pavilion, FCUM will worship together in the park. There will be
chairs set up in the pavilion or you may bring your own chair or blanket to set up on
the lawn.

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEW MEMBER CLASS: If you are interested in
membership at Faith Community, you are invited to attend a one day orientation
class on Sunday, Aug. 3 at 1:30-5:00pm in the Parlor. Please call the office
or email Pastor Jeff PastorJeff@fcum.org to sign up so we can prepare the
materials.

SAVE-THE-DATE:
Shoes 4 the Shoeless: Measure Saturday, Aug. 2 & Pick Up Saturday, Aug. 16
Men of Faith Garage Sale: Friday, Sep. 5 & Saturday, Sep. 6

DID YOU KNOW?: There are 28 evergreen bushes around the church to be
trimmed each year. That does not include the boxwood, lilac, forsythia and a few
others. If you would be willing to do a section, please contact Margaret
Stidham at (937) 725-2676. (Note: this is a new number.)
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