
  
 

Graduation Sunday  
June 1, 2025 

Please take a moment to sign our   attendance register located in each pew.
 

 
 
 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)    
 
                        

Greeting/Life of the Church                                                          
 

Prelude                                                                       Carol Stewart 
                   “Here I Am to Worship”           Tim Hughes/Melody Bober 
 

Introit        “Earth and All Stars”                 Chancel Choir 
 

**Call to Worship 
Our help is in God,  
who calls us to worship. 
Our hope is in love,  
that calls us to care. 
Come, let us bring our full selves to worship. 
Let us worship through the Word and hymns of our faith. 
 

**Opening Hymn           “We Are the Church”     (v. 1-4) UMH #558  
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Gracious and loving God, bless us with your presence as we 
worship this day. Bless us with your love as we grow in love 
and mature faith. Bless us with your guidance as we give 
ourselves to you, to your church, and to your work in the 
world. Amen. 
 

Children’s Moments                  
 

Prayer Hymn                      “Spirit Song”                UMH #347 
 

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Offering/Offertory                                                        Carol Stewart 
                                             “Make Me a Blessing”          George S. Schuler 
        

**Doxology                                                              UMH #95 
 

 

 
 
 
**Prayer of Dedication 
Merciful God, you bless us beyond measure or belief. May the 
gifts you have poured into our lives overflow, spilling over into 
the world. May these gifts nourish all who have need. Amen. 
 

Ministry of Music                                                Chancel Choir 
                                    “The Gift of Love”                        Hal H. Hopson 
 

Worship through the Word and Hymns 
 Word                                                                  Psalm 46:1-3 
 Hymn          “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                 UMH #110 
 

 Word                                                      Lamentations 3:22-23 
 Hymn             “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                 UMH #140 
 

 Word                                                           James 3:13, 17-18 
 Hymn                 “Be Thou My Vision”                  UMH #451 
 

 Word                                                     Ephesians 6:13-17 
 Hymn            “Standing on the Promises”                 UMH #374 
 

 Word                                                               Romans 12:1-2 
 Hymn           “Take My Life, and Let It Be”                 UMH #399 
 

Honoring Our Graduates:                      Kelan Cramer and Isabel Wickline 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

**Closing Hymn               “Victory in Jesus”                            UMH #370 
 

**Sending Forth 
Love one another as Christ loves you. Be filled with the Holy Spirit to 
witness to the love of Christ in you. And go in peace in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Choral Benediction                                                           Chancel Choir 
                                    “Be Still and Know”                 arr. by Fred Bock 
 

Postlude                                                                          Carol Stewart 
“May the Good Lord Bless You and Keep You”   Auld /Wilson/Dino Kartsonakis 
 

           

 

  

The Altar Flowers are given by Sandy Pramer in  
honor of Richard Montgomery’s 90th Birthday.  

 
- 



 

Scripture Readings (NIV) 
 

 

Psalm 46:1-3  
1 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains 

fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 

though its waters roar and foam and the 

mountains quake with their surging.
 

 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
22 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions 

never fail. 
23 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 

James 3:13, 17-18 
 

Two Kinds of Wisdom 
 
13 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good 

life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  
 

17 
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-

loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 

sincere. 
18 

Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 
 

Ephesians 6:13-17 
 

13 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 

you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to 

stand. 
14 

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 

the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
15 

and with your feet fitted with the 

readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
16 

In addition to all this, take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. 
17 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God. 
 

Romans 12:1-2 
 

A Living Sacrifice 
 

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 

proper worship. 
2 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduation Sunday, June 1, 2025   
Worship Team 

        

 Ushers               Bob Whipp, Ed Stidham,  
  Doug Wickline, Rick Smith         

 Greeters     Butch Smith, Bev Smith 
   

 Liturgist     Sandy Pramer 
 

 Organist Carol Stewart 
 

 Chancel Choir Director  Melody Kelley 
 

 Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek 

  
 

  
 

Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt. 

 Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13 

pastorjeff@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 

Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

Worship through the 

Word and Hymns 

mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

Monday   
2 

   Special Olympics Volleyball 
   Boy Scouts 

Cub Scouts 
Stephen Ministry 

  6:45 pm 
  7:00 pm  
  7:00 pm 
  7:00 pm 

FCC 
FH 15C 
FH 15A-B 
Library 

Tuesday  
3 

  Tuesday Bible Study   
  Trustees 

10:00 am 
  6:30 pm 

Parlor 
Parlor 

Wednesday 
4 

   

Thursday  
5 

Prayer Shawl 
Woman’s Club of Xenia 
Luncheon 

11:00 am 
 
12:00 pm 

Parlor 
 
FH 15A-B 

Friday  
6 

   

Saturday  
7 

   Private Event 10:00 am FH 15 A-B 

Sunday 
8 

Sunday School 
Hospitality Time 
Worship Service 

  9:00 am 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 

  Rm 8, Parlor         
  Narthex 

Sanctuary 

Sunday School Studies 
 

 Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Alan Barone, study of “Life Lessons 

from ACTS” by Max Lucado.  
  

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of 
“Troublesome Bible Passages” by Douglas E. Wingeier and David 

Lowes Watson.  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 1, 2025 Announcements 
--------------------- 

BACKWOODS CLEANUP – HELP NEEDED:  We need help to finish the storm debris 
clean up in the back woods. The date will be Thursday, Jun. 5 at 9:00am; with a rain 
date of Wednesday, Jun. 11. A chain saw or two would be helpful. Questions, call 
Margaret Stidham (937) 768-4503. 

--------------------- 
MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Please join us Monday, Jun. 9 for a VERY SPECIAL 
Mary & Martha gathering.  We will meet in the parking lot of Faith Community at 
5:30 pm and carpool to Spring Valley Global Methodist church where the ladies 
of the church will host us for a potluck dinner. Bring a dish to pass; the theme is 
"picnic foods" in recognition of summer. After dinner we will walk behind the church to 
Pastor Dar Hensley's barn to see the two donkeys she uses for her outreach mission of 
healing, love and freedom.  Pastor Dar will talk to us about her journey of starting the 
Donkey Assisted Discipleship called Broken & Beloved.  We will return to Faith Community 
at 8 pm. Questions, call Laurie Krakowiak at (937) 694-8114 or the church office at (937) 
372-7601. 

--------------------- 
WOMEN’S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Jun. 16 at 
1:00pm in the Parlor and DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, Jun. 17 at 
12:30pm in FH 15A. 

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, Jun. 16 at 6:00 pm in CC 
16A-B. All men are invited to join us for: * A delicious grilled meal * Fellowship and 
meaningful connections *Important discussion regarding our Spring Financial Donations 
and *An Inspiring Bible Devotional to nourish your spirit.  Look for more details in your 
email soon. 

--------------------- 
CHURCH HAWAIIAN MEAL: Dust off that Hawaiian shirt hanging in your closet. Sandy 
Pramer's brother in law, Hank Okuma, is going to bless our ENTIRE church family with a 
fun and delicious Hawaiian Meal on Saturday, Jun. 28, 4:30-6:30pm in FH 15 A-C. If 
you would like to attend, please sign up in the narthex or call the church office at (937) 
372-7601. The meal is a gift to us, but donations will be accepted to help him cover his 
costs.  

--------------------- 
  FIND YOUR TRUE NORTH! Vacation Bible School is coming 
 July 14-18, 9:30am-12:00pm for children 4 years to entering 
 6th grade. Come be a part of this year’s ADVENTURE WITH GOD. 
 There are many areas needing  help: Decorating on Thursday, 
 July 10 and Friday, July 11; Classroom Teachers and Assistants; 
 people to help with crafts and games; and people to bake 
 cupcakes and cookies. If you are able to help in any way, please 
 contact Betsy Murray at gmama975@aol.com or (937) 768-1143 
 or Joyce Smith at Jes1129@aol.com or (937) 372-6576.  

--------------------- 
HELP IS NEEDED FOR MEN OF FAITH GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith are selling 
items year round for the garage sale on Facebook Marketplace. Bob Whipp is searching for 
help to put items on Marketplace and field calls from potential buyers. For more 
information please contact Bob at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com. 

--------------------- 
SAVE-THE-DATE: 

Shoes 4 the Shoeless: Measure Saturday, Aug. 2 & Pick Up Saturday, Aug. 16 
Men of Faith Garage Sale: Friday, Sep. 5 & Saturday, Sep. 6 

 
 
 

Next Sermon – Sunday, June 8  
 

“Spirit Filled & Led”                                                     Rev. Jeff Bandy  
Scripture Lesson                    Acts 2:1-21 & Romans 8:14-17 (NRSVUE) 
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS!
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and 
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment 
to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. 

 

mailto:gmama975@aol.com
mailto:Jes1129@aol.com
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