Confirmation Sunday
May 18, 2025

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
“They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” Peter Scholtes/Mark Hayes
Introit Chancel Choir

“Let the Words of My Mouth”

**Call to Worship

The One who loves without distinction calls us here.
They will know we are Christians by our love.
The One who loves us completely welcomes us home.
They will know we are Christians by our love.
The One who loves us well rejoices in our presence.
They will know we are Christians by our love.

John Yarrington

**Qpening Hymn
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”

(see insert)

Opening Prayer (unison)

Wipe away our tears, O God, for we are weary of weeping at the
injustices of the world. You love us like a mother and protect us
like a father. You restore our lives and claim us as your beloved
children in a world made new. Dwell among us, we pray, that
we may love one another, as you have loved us. Amen

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn “Spirit Song” UMH #347

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
"0, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” Thomas J. Williams/John Innes
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

God of mystery, you promise us a life of blessedness, if only we
would learn to love, as you have loved us. May the gifts we bring
before you this day be a sign of our commitment to love one
another well. Amen.

John 13:31-35

Chancel Choir
“In Christ Alone” Stuart Townend & Keith Getty

Sermon “From Love to Glory”

**Gospel Reading
Ministry of Music

Pastor Jeff Bandy

Confirmation Morgan Fleming, Catherine Mossing, Alainah Skaggs

**Closing Hymn
“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” (v. 1,4,5) UMH #500
**Sending Forth

Choral Benediction Chancel Choir

“Let Your Light So Shine” John Yarrington

Carol Stewart
“Love Medley” arr. by Lyndell Leatherman

Postlude

The Altar Flowers are given by Jim & Bonnie McPeek
In honor of their 5t Wedding Anniversary on May 18.

The Altar Flowers are given by Jerry & Judy Mahan
In honor of their 58% Wedding Anniversary on May 20.



Gospel Reading - John 13:31-35 (NIV)

31 When he” was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is
glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 1f God is glorified in
him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at
once.

33 My children, | will be with you only a little longer. You will look

for me, and just as | told the Jews, so | tell you now: Where | am
going, you cannot come.

-
FROM LOVE TO GLORY i

34“A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved
you, so you must love one another. 3> By this everyone will know

that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” F H
Community
A Safe Space For v

Exploring Faith & Building Community

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

* Judas Confirmation Sunday, May 18, 2025
Worship Team
Ushers Eric Fleming, Micah Fleming,
Mike Tittle, Butch Smith
Greeters Morgan Fleming, Catherine Mossing
Alainah Skaggs
........................................................................................................................ Liturgist Elaine Hughes
: WELCOME VISITORS! Organist Carol Stewart
: If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and : o
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a moment Chancel Choir Director Melody Kelley

to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. : Handbell Choir Director Jim McPeek



mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/

Monday Women United Circle ~ 1:00 pm Parlor
19 Men of Faith 6:00 pm CC16A
Special Olympics Volleyball ~ 6:45 pm  FCC
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B
SPRC 7:00 pm Library
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
20
Wednesday | Magic Volleyball Banquet 6:00 pm FCC
21 Chancel Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Sanctuary/Chapel
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor
22
Friday
23
Saturday Double | Dinner 6:00 pm FH 15 A, Kitchen
24
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Rm 8,11,CC16A, Parlor
25 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Alan Barone, study of “Life Lessons from
ACTS"” by Max Lucado.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study “Final Words
from the Cross” by Adam Hamilton.

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A-B, Leaders Vic Hess, Erika Stone and Joyce Smith.
Preschool — Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day.

(Summer Break is coming! Please note that Sunday, May 25 will be the last Sunday
School for the children and the youth until Fall.)

Next Sermon — Sunday, May 25
“Fulfilling Our Vision”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Acts 16: 6-15 (CEB)

SAVE-THE-DATE:
Vacation Bible School: Monday, Jul. 14-Friday, Jul. 18
Shoes 4 the Shoeless: Measure Saturday, Aug. 2 & Pick Up Saturday, Aug. 16
Men of Faith Garage Sale: Friday, Sep. 5 & Saturday, Sep. 6

May 18, 2025 Announcements

TODAY IS CONFIRMATION SUNDAY: Join us as we confirm Morgan Fleming, Catherine
Mossing, and Alainah Skaggs. Help us to celebrate and support them on this significant day.

TODAY IS UMC STUDENT SUNDAY: We will take a special offering on this United
Methodist Special Sunday to support and advance the education of our children. Every dollar
received funds over 70 scholarships that support and educate a new generation of leaders for
the United Methodist Church.

WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE: will meet on Monday, May 19 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.

MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, May 19 at 6:00pm in CC 16A. All
men are invited to join us. Dinner will be served and we will have social time during the meal
followed by a Bible devotional. After a presentation on planning, we will then focus on our
Garden project. Watch your email for more information.

NEW BIBLE STUDY STARTING: Everyone is welcome to join us for the study of the
Book of Amos. It begins on Tuesday, May 20 at 10:00am and continues for 6 weeks.
We meet every Tuesday 10:00-11:30am in the Parlor. To sign up or for more information,
please contact Lucy Parsons (865) 919-4770.

VACATION: Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty, will be on vacation Tuesday, May 20-
Friday, May 23. Please be patient with our office volunteers in her absence.

ORGAN RECITAL NOTICE: Dr. John W.W. Sherer (son of John & Sharon Sherer) will perform a
FREE organ recital on Thursday, May 22 at 12:00pm at Kettering Seventh Day Adventist
Church, 3939 Stonebridge Road, Dayton, Ohio 45419. Dr. Sherer grew up in Faith
Community UMC and practiced on the FCUMC organ in his high school days. Dr. Shereris a
graduate of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, obtained dual Masters degrees on organ
performance at the school of Divinity from Yale, then went on to receive a Doctorate degree from
Juilliard School of Music. He completed 28 years as Organist and Choral Director at Fourth
Presbyterian Church located on the famed Michigan Avenue in Chicago. He recently moved to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Rochester, New York.

CHURCH HAWAIIAN MEAL: Dust off that Hawaiian shirt hanging in your closet. Sandy
Pramer's brother in law, Hank Okuma, is going to bless our ENTIRE church family with a fun
and delicious Hawaiian Meal on Saturday, Jun. 28, 4:30-6:30pm in FH 15 A-C. The meal
will include Kalua Pork, Teriyaki Chicken, Lomi Lomi Salmon, Pineapple Slaw, Li-Hing Pineapple,
Steamed White Rice, Veggies with Noodles and Tropical Punch. If you would like to attend,
please sign up in the narthex or call the church office at (937) 372-7601. The meal is a gift to
us, but donations will be accepted to help him cover his costs.

HELP IS NEEDED FOR MEN OF FAITH GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith are selling items
year round for the garage sale on Facebook Marketplace. Bob Whipp is searching for help to
put items on Marketplace and field calls from potential buyers. For more information please
contact Bob at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO BE ON OUR PRAYER TEAM? We receive prayer requests
from the congregation and from the community that are submitted for prayer. The prayer
requests are confidential within the prayer team. If you would like to join our team: go to
our website (fcum.org), click on the Prayer Request link, then type ADD TO PRAYER TEAM
with your name and email address. You can also email your request to join the team to:
prayerchain@fcum.org, or call Rosi Mackey at (937) 902-9022.



http://www.fcum.org/
mailto:prayerchain@fcum.org

Monday Women United Circle 1:00 pm Parlor
19 Men of Faith 6:00 pm CC16A
Special Olympics Volleyball ~ 6:45 pm  FCC
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Cub Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15A-B
SPRC 7:00 pm Library
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
20
Wednesday | Magic Volleyball Banquet 6:00 pm FCC
21 Chancel Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Sanctuary/Chapel
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am Parlor
22
Friday
23
Saturday Double | Dinner 6:00 pm FH 15 A, Kitchen
24
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Rm 8,11,CC16A, Parlor
25 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Leader Alan Barone, study of “Life Lessons from
ACTS"” by Max Lucado.

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study “Final Words
from the Cross” by Adam Hamilton.
Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A-B, Leaders Vic Hess, Erika Stone and Joyce Smith.
Preschool — Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day.

(Summer Break is coming! Please note that Sunday, May 25 will be the last Sunday
School for the children and the youth until Fall.)

Next Sermon — Sunday, May 25
“Fulfilling Our Vision”
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Acts 16: 6-15 (CEB)

SAVE-THE-DATE:

Vacation Bible School: Monday, Jul. 14-Friday, Jul. 18

Shoes 4 the Shoeless: Measure Saturday, Aug. 2 & Pick Up Saturday, Aug. 16
Men of Faith Garage Sale: Friday, Sep. 5 & Saturday, Sep. 6

May 18, 2025 Announcements

TODAY IS CONFIRMATION SUNDAY: Join us as we confirm Morgan Fleming, Catherine
Mossing, and Alainah Skaggs. Help us to celebrate and support them on this significant day.

TODAY IS UMC STUDENT SUNDAY: We will take a special offering on this United
Methodist Special Sunday to support and advance the education of our children. Every dollar
received funds over 70 scholarships that support and educate a new generation of leaders for
the United Methodist Church.

WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE: will meet on Monday, May 19 at 1:00pm in the Parlor.

MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, May 19 at 6:00pm in CC 16A. All
men are invited to join us. Dinner will be served and we will have social time during the meal
followed by a Bible devotional. After a presentation on planning, we will then focus on our
Garden project. Watch your email for more information.

NEW BIBLE STUDY STARTING: Everyone is welcome to join us for the study of the
Book of Amos. It begins on Tuesday, May 20 at 10:00am and continues for 6 weeks.
We meet every Tuesday 10:00-11:30am in the Parlor. To sign up or for more information,
please contact Lucy Parsons (865) 919-4770.

VACATION: Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty, will be on vacation Tuesday, May 20-
Friday, May 23. Please be patient with our office volunteers in her absence.

ORGAN RECITAL NOTICE: Dr. John W.W. Sherer (son of John & Sharon Sherer) will perform a
FREE organ recital on Thursday, May 22 at 12:00pm at Kettering Seventh Day Adventist
Church, 3939 Stonebridge Road, Dayton, Ohio 45419. Dr. Sherer grew up in Faith
Community UMC and practiced on the FCUMC organ in his high school days. Dr. Sherer is a
graduate of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, obtained dual Masters degrees on organ
performance at the school of Divinity from Yale, then went on to receive a Doctorate degree from
Juilliard School of Music. He completed 28 years as Organist and Choral Director at Fourth
Presbyterian Church located on the famed Michigan Avenue in Chicago. He recently moved to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Rochester, New York.

CHURCH HAWAIIAN MEAL: Dust off that Hawaiian shirt hanging in your closet. Sandy
Pramer's brother in law, Hank Okuma, is going to bless our ENTIRE church family with a fun
and delicious Hawaiian Meal on Saturday, Jun. 28, 4:30-6:30pm in FH 15 A-C. The meal
will include Kalua Pork, Teriyaki Chicken, Lomi Lomi Salmon, Pineapple Slaw, Li-Hing Pineapple,
Steamed White Rice, Veggies with Noodles and Tropical Punch. If you would like to attend,
please sign up in the narthex or call the church office at (937) 372-7601. The meal is a gift to
us, but donations will be accepted to help him cover his costs.

HELP IS NEEDED FOR MEN OF FAITH GARAGE SALE: The Men of Faith are selling items
year round for the garage sale on Facebook Marketplace. Bob Whipp is searching for help to
put items on Marketplace and field calls from potential buyers. For more information please
contact Bob at (937) 956-6002 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO BE ON OUR PRAYER TEAM? We receive prayer requests
from the congregation and from the community that are submitted for prayer. The prayer
requests are confidential within the prayer team. If you would like to join our team: go to
our website (fcum.org), click on the Prayer Request link, then type ADD TO PRAYER TEAM
with your name and email address. You can also email your request to join the team to:
prayerchain@fcum.org, or call Rosi Mackey at (937) 902-9022.



http://www.fcum.org/
mailto:prayerchain@fcum.org

2223  They’ll Know We Are Christians

by Our Love
2 ' n . 3 = } 3 ) | 1 n s
——1- 1 1 1 j ‘t dI i_‘i j
A S SP
1.We are one in the Spir-it, we are one in the Lord,
2. We will walk with each oth-er, we will walk hand in hand,
3. We will work with ecach oth-er, we will work side by side,
4, Al praise to the Fa-ther, from whom all things come,
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we are one in the Spir-it, we are onc in the Lord,
we will walk with each oth-er, we will walk hand in hand,
we will work with each oth-er, we will work side by side,
and all praise to Christ Je-sus, God’s on - ly Son,
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and we pray that all u - ni - ty may one day be re-stored:
and to - geth-er we'll spread the news that God is in our land:
and we’ll guard hu-man  dig - ni - ty and save hu-man pride:
and all praise to the Spir- it, who makes us one:
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And they'll know we are Chris-tians by our Jove, by our
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love; yes, they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love.
WORDS: Peter Scholtes (John 13:3¢-35; Eph. 4:4-6) ST. BRENDAN'S
MUSIC: Peter Scholtes 76.76.86 with Refrain
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each oth-er, we will work side by side,

we pray that all u - ni - ty may one day be re-stored:
to - geth- er we'll spread the news that God is in land:
we'll guard hu-man  dig - ni - ty and save hu-man pride:
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1
2 L i 1 8 "
: ! __i__.ni - %—— ; l
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love; yes, they'll know we are Chris-tians by our love.

WORDS: Peter Scholtes (John 13:34-35; Eph. 4:4-6) ST. BRENDAN'S
MUSIC:  Peter Scholtes 7676.86 with Refrain




