September 15, 2024

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Pam Colbrunn and Carol Stewart, piano duet
“Immortal, Invisible” Traditional/Larry Shackley
Introit Chancel Choir

“Now Let Us All Praise God and Sing”

**Call to Worship

The heavens are telling the glory of God.

The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.
Day pours forth speech,

and night declares knowledge of our God.
God’s wisdom is written in the stars.

It is seen and heard to the ends of the earth.
Then we shall bless God’s hame with our words,
and with the silence between them.

Gordon Young

**QOpening Hymn “Morning Has Broken” UMH #145

Opening Prayer (unison)

O God, we long for you—for your love, for your wisdom, for

your grace. We long for the words of your mouth, when we
cannot find our own. We long for the courage to speak and

sing your blessings. We pray for the wisdom to keep silent,

rather than speak words of harm. Be our vision, O God, and
our voice. And may our mouths proclaim your praise. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn “Nearer, My God, to Thee” (v. 1,3) UMH #528

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory
“Trust and Obey”

Carol Stewart
Daniel B. Towner/Marilynn Ham

**Doxology UMH #95
**Prayer of Dedication

Glorious God, your teachings are more to be desired than gold or
silver. May these gifts be transformed into your gifts for all the
world. May our lives drip with the sweetness of your truth. May
our love flow with the honey of your grace. Bless these gifts and

bless our lives, that all may glorify you. In trust, we pray. Amen.
“The Artist” Chancel Choir
Proverbs 1: 20-33

Ministry of Music
Scripture Reading

L: The Word of God for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Sermon “The Way of Wisdom” Pastor Jeff Bandy

**Prayer of Confession

We long for wisdom, O Lord, but prefer that it be our own. We
turn away from the ideas of others and ignore the possibility and
promise that come from life together with you. Most of all, we
drown out your gift of Wisdom as she seeks to get our attention,
for we believe that we know better or would prefer to decide
where we make her welcome. Forgive us, loving God. Bring an
end to the self-righteousness that ignores you, and awaken us
anew to the Wisdom that comes only from you. Show us how to
walk in your ways and listen to your promise each and every
day. Amen.
**Closing Hymn UMH #451
**Sending Forth

Choral Benediction

“Be Thou My Vision”

Chancel Choir

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” arr. by Marty Baxter

“Go Now in Peace”

B TEN

The Altar Flowers are given by Beverly Walton
In memory of her husband, Dan Riley.



Scripture Reading - Proverbs 1: 20-33 (CEB)

Listen to “Woman Wisdom”
20 Wisdom shouts in the street;
in the public square she raises her voice.
21 Above the noisy crowd, she calls out.
At the entrances of the city gates, she has her say:
22 "How long will you clueless people love your naiveté,
mockers hold their mocking dear,
and fools hate knowledge?
2 you should respond when | correct you.
Look, I'll pour out my spirit on you.
I'll reveal my words to you.
24| invited you, but you rejected me;
| stretched out my hand to you, |

but you paid no attention. F H
5 You ignored all my advice, .
and you didn't want me to correct you. CO m U n Itv

26 ] H .
So I'lllaugh at your disaster; Sharing Faith, Building Community
I'll make fun of you when dread comes over you,
Rev. Jeff Bandy

27 when terror hits you like a hurricane, _
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.

and your disaster comes in. like a tornado, Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
when distress and oppression overcome you. pastorieff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
28 Then they will call me, but | won't answer, Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
they will seek me, but won't find me We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
29 because they hated knowledge
and didn’t choose the fear of the LORD. September 15, 2024 - Worship Team
**They didn't want my advice; Ushers Mike Tittle, Don Wolf,
they rejected all my corrections. Butch Smith, Gary Allen
*! They will eat from the fruit of their way, Greeters Bruce Spitler, Debbie Spitler

and they'll be full of their own schemes.

32 The immature will die because they turn away;
smugness will destroy fools.

33 Those who obey me will dwell securely,
untroubled by the dread of harm.” Handbell Choir Director ~ Jim McPeek

Liturgist Suzanne Bandy
Organist Carol Stewart
Chancel Choir Director Melody Kelley



mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/

Monday Women United Circle 1:00 pm Parlor
16 Men of Faith 6:00pm CC16A
Boy Scouts 7:00 pm FH 15C
Tuesday Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
17 Dorcas Circle 1:00pm FH15A
Girl Scouts 6:00 pm FH 15 A,B,C, CC 16A
Wednesday | Handbell Practice 6:15 pm  Music Room
18 Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Sanctuary
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am  Parlor
19 Ad Board Council 6:30pm FH15C
Stephen Ministry Training  6:30 pm  Library
Friday
20
Saturday
21
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Rm 8,11,CC16A, Parlor
22 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am Sanctuary

Character Under Pressure” by Patty Pell.

Sunday School Studies

Double I will meet in Rm 8, Substitute Leader Linda Baxter, study of “Esther,

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer, study of “Troublesome
Bible Passages” by Douglas E. Wingeier and David Lowes Watson.

Grades 6-12 will meet in CC 16A-B, Leaders Vic Hess and Joyce Smith.

Preschool — Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day.

“The Test of Wisdom”
Scripture Lesson

Next Sermon — Sunday, Sep. 22, 2024

Rev. Jeff Bandy

James 3: 13-4:3, 7-8a (CEB)

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and :
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a :
i moment to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. :

....................................................................................................................

September 15, 2024 Announcements

WOMEN'’S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet Monday, Sep. 16 at
1:00pm in the Parlor. DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, Sep. 17 at
1:00pm in FH 15A.

MEN OF FAITH: All men are invited to join us on Monday, Sep. 16 at
6:00pm in CC 16A-B. We will grill burgers and hot dogs (weather permitting).
We will have social time during the meal followed by a devotional from “God
Calls You to More.” We will then discuss our annual garden and garage sale
projects as well as review the multiple charities we support financially. You can
find more information in our Men of Faith pamphlet in the Narthex.

IT'S KIT TIME: Festival of Sharing time is here. There are directions for School
Kits and Hygiene Kits in the Narthex. FCUM will supply the school bags. We will
be collecting filled kits through Sunday, Sep. 22. If you have any questions,
please contact Scott or Carol (937) 372-1372.

DO YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO HELP OTHERS? : We're currently looking for a
few people to help the Benevolence Team give out money to those less
fortunate. For more information, please contact Bob Whipp at (937) 956-6002
or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.

CASSEROLE CARE-A-VAN: Do you know of someone connected to our church
who could benefit from our Casserole Care-a-van providing them with a few
meals? If so, get with me so that I can let you know the information that I will
need to get this set up with our amazing Casserole Care-a-van volunteers. Julie
Wickline (937) 207-8289.

GET CONNECTED: As we begin preparing for our church conference, please
consider how you might get involved with the work and ministry of the church.
Please reference the current lists of committees (located on the Ad Board
Council News bulletin board) and let Pastor Jeff know where you would be
interested to serve beginning in 2025.

LIONS CLUB DONATIONS: We are still collecting Eye Glasses, Glasses Cases,
Hearing Aids, and Cell Phones for the Lions Club. Please put them in the drawer
marked Lions Club in the plastic storage cabinet in the narthex. If you have any
questions please call Michelle Surgenor (937) 818-3096.

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO BE ON OUR PRAYER TEAM? We receive
prayer requests from the congregation and from the community that are
submitted for prayer. The prayer requests are confidential within the prayer
team. If you would like to join our team: go to our website (fcum.org), click on
the Prayer Request link, then type ADD TO PRAYER TEAM with your name and
email address. You can also email your request to join the team to:
prayerchain@fcum.org, or call Rosi Mackey at (937) 902-9022.
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