
 

 
March 10, 2024 

Please take a moment to sign our   attendance register located in each pew.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)    
 

Greeting/Life of the Church                                                            
              

Prelude                                                                           Handbell Choir 
                                   “O Worship the King”                     Lyon Larson 
  

**Call to Worship 
We gather to share in our love of God. 
Lord, open our hearts and let us share your Good News. 
We gather to share our witness to God’s goodness. 
Lord, let our lives bear witness through service to your people. 
We gather to praise God whose love is eternal. 
Lord, open our hearts today to sing your praises. 
 

**Opening Hymn  
                     “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”      (v.1-3) UMH #340 
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                                    
Gracious God, lift up our hearts this day, for we long to see  
your salvation. Lift us up from the darkness, that we may walk  
in the light of your love and grace. Create us anew as reflections  
of your light who are called to be extensions of your grace. 
Encourage us in our worship today and strengthen and clarify  
our call to share your goodness and grace. Amen.  
 

Children’s Moments 
 

Prayer Hymn      
                 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”      (v.1-3) UMH #206 
                                                     

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer                            
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,   
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Offering/Offertory                                                            Carol Stewart 
                                      “God Is So Good”                arr. by Joyce Jones  
                                                                                                                                                                         

**Doxology                                                                            UMH #95 
 

**Prayer of Dedication                                                        
God of unwavering love, you have held nothing back in your  
love for us, not even your Son. How we marvel at that kind of  
love, and how we long to reflect a portion of that devotion back  
to you. As we dedicate our offerings to you, lead us away from  
our tendency to hold back and worry that there will not be 
enough. Help us to live as the people of love and abundance  
you have called us to be. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Ministry of Music                                                            Handbell Choir 
                      “Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley”           Sandra Eithun 
 

Scripture Reading                                                       Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
  

Sermon                            “Intimacy to Call”                     Suzanne Bandy 
 

**Closing Hymn             “To God Be the Glory”                         UMH #98 
 

**Sending Forth 
 

Postlude                                                                          Carol Stewart  
        “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”     Thomas J. Williams/John Innes 

 

           
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given in appreciation and thanks of our  
dedicated Office Volunteers who give generously of their  

time and talents to keep the office running efficiently.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Scripture Reading – Ephesians 2:1-10 (CEB) 
 
 

Saved from sin to life 
 

2 At one time you were like a dead person because of the things  

you did wrong and your offenses against God. 2 You used to live  

like people of this world. You followed the rule of a destructive 

spiritual power. This is the spirit of disobedience to God’s will that  

is now at work in persons whose lives are characterized by 

disobedience. 3 At one time you were like those persons. All of you 

used to do whatever felt good and whatever you thought you  

wanted so that you were children headed for punishment just like 

everyone else. 
 

4-5 However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with Christ 

while we were dead as a result of those things that we did wrong.  

He did this because of the great love that he has for us. You are 

saved by God’s grace! 6 And God raised us up and seated us in the 

heavens with Christ Jesus. 7 God did this to show future generations 

the greatness of his grace by the goodness that God has shown us  

in Christ Jesus. 
 

8 You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation  

is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. 9 It’s not something 

you did that you can be proud of. 10 Instead, we are God’s 

accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God 

planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt. 

 Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13 
pastorjeff@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 

Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

March 10, 2024 -  Worship Team 
              

  Guest Speaker     Suzanne Bandy      

  Ushers               Doug Wickline, Bruce Spitler,  
   Don Wolf, Bob Whipp 
  

  Greeters     Jim Osburn, Joyce Osburn 
   

  Liturgist     Chad Mossing 
     

  Organist Carol Stewart     

 Bells Director Jim McPeek 
 

 Choir Director Melody Kelley  

 
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS!
If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and 
worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a 
moment to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew. 

 

mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


 

 

 
 

 
                                                                     
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
  
 

 

 

Monday  
11 

 Mary & Martha Gathering 
Cub Scouts 
Boy Scouts 

  6:00 pm 
  6:30 pm 
  7:00 pm 

FCC 
FH 15 A-B 
FH 15 C 

Tuesday  
12 

  Bible Study   
  Winter Guard Practice 

Magic Volleyball Practice 
Girl Scouts Leaders 

10:00 am 
  4:00 pm 
  6:00 pm 
  6:00 pm 

Parlor 
FCC 
FCC 
FH 15 A 

Wednesday 
13 

  Handbell Practice 
Special Olympics Basketball 
  Choir Practice 

  6:15 pm 
  6:30 pm 
  7:30 pm 

Music Room 
FCC 
Sanctuary/Chapel 

Thursday  
14 

Prayer Shawl 
Membership Care 
Grief Support 
Magic Volleyball Practice 

11:00 am 
12:30 pm 
  2:00 pm 
  6:00 pm 

Parlor 
Parlor  
Parlor 
FCC 

Friday  
15 

Winter Guard Practice 
Private Event 

  4:00 pm 
  6:00 pm 

FCC 
FH 15 A-B 

Saturday  
16 

  Private Event 
Proactively Planning Seminar 

  9:00 am 
10:00 am 

FH 15A-B, Kitchen 
Rm 16A-B 

Sunday  
17 

Sunday School 
Hospitality Time 
Worship Service 

  9:00 am 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 

  Parlor, 8,11, 16A 
  Narthex 

Sanctuary 

 

Sunday School Studies 
  
 

Double I meet in Rm 8, Leader Wayne Cook, study of “Ecclesiastes, Chasing 
After Meaning” by Bill and Teresa Syrios.  
  

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study of “Ten 
Women of the Bible” by Max Lucado. 
  

Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A, Leader Julie Wickline and Joyce Smith.  
  

Preschool – Grade 5 will meet in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming and 
Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the day. 
 
 

Next Sermon – March 17, 2024  
 

“Mindful to Motivated”                                          Rev. Jeff Bandy 
Scripture Lesson                                    Jeremiah 31: 31-34 (NIV) 
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March 10, 2024 Announcements 
 

--------------------- 
IT’S COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY TODAY!: Coins will go to the following 
Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, 
Fish Pantry and Family Promise. 

--------------------- 
IT’S UMCOR SUNDAY TODAY!: This offering allows UMCOR to use 100% of all 
funds given to humanitarian response and recovery efforts directly to communities in 
need. These gifts ensure UMCOR can respond swiftly to disasters around the world 
and as a source of hope and healing for those left most vulnerable. 

--------------------- 
MARY & MARTHA GATHERING: Please join us for our next gathering, Monday, 
Mar. 11 6:00-8:00pm. In honor of Women's History month, our potluck theme is 
"Heirloom recipes".  Please bring a dish (appetizer, side, main or dessert) that has been 
passed down from an important woman in your life! If you don't have time to make 
something, please don't let this stop you from coming. Questions, call Laurie Krakowiak 
@ (937) 694-8114 or Barbara Mills @ (937) 414-4108." 

--------------------- 
PROACTIVELY PLANNING FOR YOUR FUTURE–MARCH SESSION: Have you had 
the difficult conversation? Talking about advance care planning, end-of-life care, and our 
wishes after death can be challenging. Our own Judy Mahan will be sharing Five Wishes, 
a valuable resource to help start this discussion. The Unbroken Circle Committee invites 
you to the next in our series on Saturday, Mar. 16, 10:00-11:00am in the Youth 
Lounge. We encourage you to come and bring along family and friends. There will be an 

opportunity to ask questions. 
--------------------- 

WOMEN’S GROUPS: WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Mar. 18 at 
1:30pm in the Parlor. DORCAS CIRCLE will not meet in March.  

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, Mar. 18 at 6:00pm in 
Room 8. (Note this is a room change) All men are invited to join us. Pizza will be served. 
We will have an animated social time during the meal followed by a devotional from “God 
Calls You to More.” We will then discuss our annual garden and garage sale projects as 
well as review the multiple charities we support financially. You can find more 
information in our Men of Faith pamphlet in the Narthex. 

--------------------- 
SEDER EXPERIENCE: Instead of having our regular Maundy Thursday service, this 
year we are offering a Seder Experience. It’s going to be on Thursday, Mar. 28 at 
6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Phil and Lucy Parsons are our hosts. Because this 
involves food, we need a definite count of people, and we can only accommodate 75 
guests. There is no charge, but you must sign up to attend. There will be a sign up 
table in the narthex on Sunday, Mar. 10 and Sunday, Mar. 17 or you can contact 
Lynn Engle (937) 376-4568. We are so excited for this event, and hope to see you 
there. 

--------------------- 
 
 
 

March 10, 2024 Announcements  
Continued  

 
 

--------------------- 
LENTEN OFFERING FOR VBS: During the season of Lent through Easter 
Sunday, Mar. 31, the church will be collecting a special offering to support 
Vacation Bible School. Your gift will help provide for children participating in this 
year's program. The cost is approximately $30 per child and our goal is to raise 
$3000. VBS Offering Envelopes will be available on the table in the narthex or in the 
office. Please mark your check VBS. Thank you for your prayers and support as we 
prepare to explore God's goodness.  

--------------------- 

SHAWNEE PARK EASTER EGG HUNT: Faith Community has the opportunity to 
contribute to the Easter Baskets that will be given away at the city wide egg hunt held 
at Shawnee Park on March 30. About 1,500 children are expected to attend this event 
with their families. This is a wonderful time for us to share the love of Jesus! If you 
would like to contribute, here are some popular items to purchase: Easter candy, 
bubbles, sidewalk chalk, coloring books/crayons, board books for preschoolers, sticker 
books for older children, bouncy balls, play dough, character band aids, sunglasses, toy 
cars, stuffed animals, fruit snacks, puzzles, frisbees, Bibles for children, Welcoming 
notes for each basket from our church. Place your items in the basket in the narthex 
now through Sunday, Mar. 24. 

--------------------- 
EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION: Please join us for an Easter Celebration 

Sunday, Mar. 31. A light breakfast will be served from 9:00 –10:00 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. At 10:00 am there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the kids. Worship 
service begins at 10:30 am. (Please note there will be no Sunday School classes.) 

--------------------- 
JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES SEED PROGRAM:  The “JAM” program provides 
garden plants and seeds for the residents in need so they can provide veggies and 
fruits for their family. Please consider making a donation (mark checks J.A.M. 
project) and place in the offering plate or drop seed packets into the basket in the 
narthex Sunday, Mar. 3 - Sunday, Apr. 7.  

--------------------- 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE: Guidelines and application forms are available in 
the narthex and church office. This year assistance will be offered to graduating high 
school seniors who are contemplating entering a college or technical school in the 
fall of 2024 as well as to upper classmen currently enrolled in college. These forms 
must be completed and returned to the church office by Sunday, Apr. 14. 

--------------------- 
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