September 24, 2023

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)
Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Gene Foiles
“All Creatures of Our God and King” arr. by John Innes

**Call to Worship - (Choir "Alleluia, Alleluia” UMH #162)
Liturgist: In the midst of joy and celebration.....

People: We lift our voices in praise to you, O Lord.

Choir: singing verse 1 of "Alleluia, Alleluia”

Liturgist: In the midst of trials and sorrows......

People: We lift our voices in prayer to you, O Lord.

Choir: singing verse 2 of "Alleluia, Alleluia”

Liturgist: Throughout all our days we call out to God.....

People: We rest confident in God’s love for us as we sing.
Choir: singing verse 4 of "Alleluia, Alleluia”

**Qpening Hymn
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” UMH #731

Opening Prayer (unison)

As we sing our praise to you, O Lord, we remember the
multitude of blessings you have given us. We are mindful of the
ways in which you have lifted us when we have fallen low. Be
with us this day as we gather to hear your word for our lives.
Give us confidence in your presence, so that we may go into
your world ready to witness to your love through our works and
our deeds, for we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn
“Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast”  (v.1,2,4,5) UMH #2339

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Gene Foiles
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication & Festival of Sharing Kit Blessings

Gracious God, you provide bread in the wilderness and life-
giving waters in the desert. We offer you our thanks and praise.
May our gifts and offerings bless your world — that all may be
blessed, and all may find purpose and passion, through Christ,
our Lord. Bless now these hygiene kits and school kits that we
have prepared and offer to the work of the Festival of Sharing
ministry. We pray that each kit will provide hope to the one who
receives it, and they would recognize what they received as
nothing less than love from you Lord. Continue to work in us, O
God, so we will be motivated to work in our communities to
provide for the basic needs of the overlooked, ignored, and most
vulnerable among us. Amen.

**Gospel Reading Matthew 20:1-16

L: The Word of God for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Ministry of Music Chancel Choir
“River in Judea” arr. by John Leavitt
Sermon “One Reward” Pastor Jeff Bandy
**Closing Hymn "0 Jesus, I Have Promised” UMH #396
Sending Forth

Choral Benediction Chancel Choir
“Go Now and Pass It On” Besig Price
Postlude Gene Foiles
“Postlude” Gordon Young
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The Altar Flowers are given by Debi Hall
In memory of her very dear, special man David Jones.



Scripture Reading - Matthew 20:1-16 (CEB)

Workers in the vineyard

20 "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. ? After he agreed with
the workers to pay them a denarion, he sent them into his vineyard.
3"Then he went out around nine in the morning and saw others
standing around the marketplace doing nothing. * He said to them,
"You also go into the vineyard, and I'll pay you whatever is right.’ * And
they went. “Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he
did the same thing. ¢ Around five in the afternoon he went and found
others standing around, and he said to them, "Why are you just
standing around here doing nothing all day long?’ 7 “Because nobody
has hired us,’ they replied. "He responded, 'You also go into the
vineyard.’ ® “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, 'Call the workers and give them their wages, beginning with
the last ones hired and moving on finally to the first." > When those
who were hired at five in the afternoon came, each one received a
denarion. ' Now when those hired first came, they thought they would
receive more. But each of them also received a denarion. ' When they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, *? 'These who were
hired last worked one hour, and they received the same pay as we
did even though we had to work the whole day in the hot sun.’ ' “But
he replied to one of them, 'Friend, | did you no wrong. Didn't | agree
to pay you a denarion? ™ Take what belongs to you and go. | want to
give to this one who was hired last the same as | give to you. > Don't
| have the right to do what | want with what belongs to me? Or are
you resentful because I'm generous?’ '® So those who are last will be
first. And those who are first will be last.”

....................................................................................................................

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
i If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you will come back and
i worship with us again soon. We would love to get to know you, please take a
{ moment to provide your information in the attendance register located in each pew.
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Sharing Faith, Building Community

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

September 24, 2023 - Worship Team

Ushers Mike Tittle, Don Wolf,
Butch Smith, Gary Allen

Greeters Bob Whipp, Pam Whipp

Liturgist Chad Mossing

Guest Organist Gene Foiles

Bells Director Jim McPeek

Choir Director Melody Kelley
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Monday Cub Scouts 6:30pm FH 15 A-B

25 Boy Scouts 7.00pm FH15C

Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor

26

Wednesday | Handbell Practice 6:15 pm  Music Room

27 Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Sanctuary

Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am  Parlor

28 Enneagram Course 7:00 pm Library

Friday

29

Saturday Private Event 11:00am FCC

30

Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Parlor, FH 15C, 11, 16A

1 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook, study of “A Bible Study on
“The Screwtape Letters.”

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study of
“Vanishing Grace” by Philip Yancy.

Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A, Leader Joyce Smith.

Preschool — Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 11 under the leadership of

Kiley Fleming and Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce
the Bible Story of the day.

Next Sermon — Sunday, October 1

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Exodus 17: 1-7

“Striking Out”
Scripture Lesson

September 24, 2023 Announcements

TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP OFF KITS: Festival of Sharing time is here. There
are directions for School Kits and Hygiene Kits in the Narthex. FCUM will supply the school
bags. If you have any questions, please contact Scott or Carol (937) 372-1372.
ENNEAGRAM - DISCOVERING OUR PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES AND
INTERNAL CORE MOTIVATIONS: Throughout the summer, we read through and
reflected on the book, The Gift of Empathy. As a follow up, we are offering a seven-
week course that will utilize a personality typology tool called Enneagram to help us
discover how our personal perspectives and internal core motivations can often
hinder our ability to offer empathy, compassion, and love to others. Suzanne Bandy,
a Certified Enneagram and Spiritual Formation Coach, will lead us and offer scriptural
references to guide and enhance our conversations. This group will meet on
Thursday evenings starting September 28, 2023, from 7 — 8:30 p.m. This is
open to anyone interested but may be of special interest to those who attended the
summer empathy class. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex or call the
office. Come join us!

SAVE THE DATE: “How Jesus Heals Trauma” is the topic of a session sponsored by
the Greater Dayton Stephen Ministry Network on Sunday, Oct. 8, 2:30-4:30 at
Fairhaven Church. Julie Barlow, a clinical mental health counselor whose passion
is working with trauma survivors, is the speaker. All are welcome. For additional
information, contact Becky Cultice at (937) 376-5747.

GARAGE SALE: The Garage Sale netted $2236. Online furniture sales netted $2159 for a
total of ~$4309. Thanks to John Sherer and Bob Whipp who led this project and special
thanks to the many others who assisted. Without the help of these volunteers this project
would have been impossible. Donation of these funds to local charities will take place as
soon as possible.

WE ARE COLLECTING LOVE PACKAGES: Items collected are Bibles, Reference
Material, Books, Magazines, Daily Devotionals, Sunday School Materials, CDs, DVDs,
BluRay, Bible games, biblical puzzles — anything that helps teach the gospel,
especially to children.

WOULD YOU LIKE US TO PRAY FOR YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE? To place a
prayer request you can go to our website (fcum.org) and click on the Prayer Request
link which will take you to the request page. Fill out the form with your name and
email address, complete the request section with the information you would like us to
pray about and then click on SEND MESSAGE. All requests are confidential and will be
on our prayer list for seven days. If you feel your request was answered, please let us
know by using the prayer request form. We want to thank God for answering your
request. You may also email prayerchain@fcum.org. If you don't have access to the
internet, phone requests can be made by calling Rosi Mackey at (937) 902-9022.

BUILDING USE: Just a reminder, if you are planning an event, meeting, party etc., please
make sure to fill out a Building Use Application with the church office to confirm that the
rooms/dates you need are available.
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