September 10, 2023

Please take a moment to sign our attendance register located in each pew.

(**Indicates, please stand as able)
Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Handbell Choir
“Praise to the Lord” arr. by Anna Laura Page

**Call to Worship

Liturgist: Come out of the darkness of despair into the brightness of
God’s transforming love.

People: We praise God for God’s presence with us!

Liturgist: Prepare your hearts and spirits to receive God’s mercy and
healing.

People: We thank God for God’s mercy toward us.

Liturgist: Come, let us praise and worship God.

People: Thanks be to God who is always with us. AMEN.

**QOpening Hymn

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” UMH #384

Opening Prayer (unison)
Gracious God, we come this day seeking courage and hope for
the future. Help us to be those who bring peace in our
families and communities. Banish the darkness of doubt and
fear; anoint us with your light and love that we may spread
the good news of your mercy to everyone. In Jesus’ name we
pray. AMEN.

Children’s Moments

“The Gift of Love”

Prayer Hymn UMH #408

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“Love Lifted Me” Howard E. Smith
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Receive these gifts as offerings of love, O God. Bless them with
your grace, that those who receive them may find compassion
and hope. In your holy nhame, we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading Romans 13:8-14
L: The Word of God for the People of God.

P: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Ministry of Music Handbell Choir

“The Tallis Canon” Douglas E. Wagner

Sermon “Love Expectantly” Pastor Jeff Bandy

**Closing Hymn
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”

**Sending Forth

Postlude Carol Stewart
“Love Medley” arr. by Lyndell Leatherman

(v. 1,3,4,5) UMH #549



Scripture Reading - Romans 13: 8-14 (CEB)

8 Don't be in debt to anyone, except for the obligation to love
each other. Whoever loves another person has fulfilled the Law.
® The commandments, Don't commit adultery, don’t murder,
don't steal, don't desire what others have, and any other
commandments, are all summed up in one word: You must love
your neighbor as yourself. ' Love doesn’t do anything wrong to
a neighbor; therefore, love is what fulfills the Law.

The day is near

" As you do all this, you know what time it is. The hour has
already come for you to wake up from your sleep. Now our
salvation is nearer than when we first had faith. ' The night is
almost over, and the day is near. So let's get rid of the actions
that belong to the darkness and put on the weapons of light.
13 Let's behave appropriately as people who live in the day, not
in partying and getting drunk, not in sleeping around and
obscene behavior, not in fighting and obsession. ™ Instead,
dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t plan to
indulge your selfish desires.

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
Df you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to sign our attendance
register located in each pew. We welcome you and hope you will come back and
worship with us again soon. :

....................................................................................................................
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Monday Cub Scouts 6:30pm FH 15 A-B
11 Boy Scouts 7.00pm FH15C
Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
12
Wednesday | Handbell Practice 6:15 pm  Music Room
13 Choir Practice 7:30 pm  Sanctuary
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am  Parlor
14 Membership Care 12:30 pm  Parlor
Grief Support 2:00 pm Parlor
Friday
15
Saturday Unbroken Circle Seminar  10:00 am  Youth 16 A-B
16 Private Event 2.00pm FH15A
Sunday Sunday School 9:00 am Parlor, FH 15C, 11, 16A
17 Hospitality Time 10:00 am Narthex
Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook, study of “A Bible Study on

Sunday School Studies

“The Screwtape Letters.”

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study of

“Vanishing Grace” by Philip Yancy.

Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A, Leader Joyce Smith.

Preschool — Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 11 under the leadership of
Kiley Fleming and Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce

the Bible Story of the day.

“Faithfully United”
Scripture Lesson

Next Sermon — Sunday, September 17

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Romans 14: 1-12

September 10, 2023 Announcements

TODAY IS COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY: Coins will go to the following
Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope,
Fish Pantry and Family Promise.

IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN: Learn more about Ohio's Advanced Directives on
Saturday, Sep. 16 from 10-11am in the Youth Lounge. Decide your wishes. Take
charge if you haven't. Revisit if you have. Julie Wickline is the presenter for the first session
of the series "Proactively Planning for Your Future". Invite friends, neighbors, and family.
MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, Sep. 18 at 6:00pm in
Room 16A —B (Community Center). All men are invited to join us. A meal will

be prepared by Rhonda Cook. We are continuing our study, Rooted: Grow Deep.
Live Strong, followed by a meeting discussing the garden and garage sale projects,
and other activities. All men are urged to attend. You can find more information in
our Men of Faith pamphlet in the Narthex.

WOMEN'S GROUPS: DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, Sep. 19 at 1:00pm
in FH 15A. WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Monday, Sep. 18 at 1:30pm in
the Parlor. All women are welcome to attend either group.

IT'S KIT TIME: Festival of Sharing time is here. There are directions for School Kits and
Hygiene Kits in the Narthex. FCUM will supply the school bags. We will be collecting filled
kits now through Sunday, Sep. 24. If you have any questions, please contact Scott or
Carol (937) 372-1372.

ENNEAGRAM - DISCOVERING OUR PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES AND
INTERNAL CORE MOTIVATIONS: Throughout the summer, we read through and
reflected on the book, The Gift of Empathy. As a follow up, we are offering a seven-
week course that will utilize a personality typology tool called Enneagram to help us
discover how our personal perspectives and internal core motivations can often
hinder our ability to offer empathy, compassion, and love to others. Suzanne Bandy,
a Certified Enneagram and Spiritual Formation Coach, will lead us and offer scriptural
references to guide and enhance our conversations. This group will meet on
Thursday evenings starting September 28, 2023, from 7 — 8:30 p.m. This is
open to anyone interested but may be of special interest to those who attended the
summer empathy class. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex or call the
office. Come join us!

IT'S SHARATHON TIME: Faith and Friends Radio is asking for donations for their
fundraiser. You can donate online: faithfriendsradio.com, text "donate" to: (937)
442-8030, or by phone: (937) 233-2484.

LIONS CLUB: We are still collecting Eye Glasses, Glasses Cases, Hearing Aids, and
Cell Phones for the Lions Club. Please put them in the drawer marked Lions Club in
the plastic storage cabinet in the narthex.
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