August 6, 2023

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Greeting/Life of the Church

Prelude Carol Stewart
“His Eye is on the Sparrow” Charles Gabriel/Marilynn Ham

**Call to Worship

Liturgist: Come, all who are hungry and thirsty.

People: The Lord will provide for our needs.

Liturgist: Come this day to the table of the Lord.

People: Here we will find welcome and sustenance.

Liturgist: Come to this time of gathering and praise.

People: Lord, we come with open hearts and spirits to receive
your gracious gift of love.

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

Opening Prayer (unison)

Lord, we come to you this day in the midst of summer. Be with
each of us as we open our ears to hear your words, our hearts
to feel your presence, and our spirits to receive your healing
touch. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

**Qpening Hymn UMH #185

Children’s Moments
Blessing of the Shoes 4 the Shoeless
“Break Thou the Bread of Life”

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Prayer Hymn UMH #599

Offering/Offertory Carol Stewart
“No One Ever Cared for Me like Jesus” Charles Weigle/Marilynn Ham
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Source of Compassion, you meet our needs. May our gifts
become a source of compassion to meet others’ needs. May our
offerings become love and light for those who feel lost and
afraid. Bless our lives and our ministries, that we may be a
people who share our abundance with those who live in want.
In our caring and in our sharing, may our communities be
blessed in your name. Amen.

**Gospel Reading Matthew 14:13-21
L: The Word of God for the People of God.

P: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Sermon “Caring and Sharing” Pastor Jeff Bandy

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Communion Prayer - Holy God, we praise you, for you are the One
from whom we will return. You conceived the universe, wove
the world together, and hold all life in your hand. You watch us
waking or sleeping, you keep every tear that we shed, you hear
every prayer we make, you know both our best and our worst,
and you will not let us go. So with rain, wind, and sunshine,
with all that moves in time with its Maker, we praise you.

Prayer After Communion

O God, we give you thanks for uniting us as the Body of Christ
and for filling us with joy at this table. Lead us toward the unity
of your church, and help us treasure signs of reconciliation.
Now that we have tasted the banquet you have prepared for us,
may we one day feast together in your heavenly city. Through
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

**Closing Hymn UMH #374
**Sending Forth

Postlude

“Standing on the Promises”

Carol Stewart

“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” arr. by Marilynn Ham
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The Altar Flowers are given by John & Elaine Grayson
in honor of their 571 Wedding Anniversary.



Gospel Reading — Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV)

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

* When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat
privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed
him on foot from the towns. " When Jesus landed and saw a
large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
'3 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the
crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves
some food.”

18 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat.”

7 "\We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they
answered.

'8 Bring them here to me,” he said. ' And he directed the
people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the
two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke
the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the people. 2° They all ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that
were left over. 2! The number of those who ate was about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

...................................................................................................................

WELCOME VISITORS!

If you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to sign our attendance
. register located in each pew. We welcome you and hope you will come back and :

: worship with us again soon.

....................................................................................................................
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Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
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Monday Boy Scouts Rm15C
7
Tuesday Greene Co Board Elections 6:30am FCC
8 Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
SPRC 7:00 pm Library
Wednesday
9
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am  Parlor
10 Grief Support 2:00 pm Parlor
Christian Education 7:00pm Rm38
Friday Shoes 4 Shoeless Setup 9:00am FCC
11
Saturday Shoes 4 Shoeless Pick Up 9:30am  FCC, Kitchen
12
Sunday Sunday School 9:15am  Parlor, FH 15C
13 Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Sunday School Studies

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook, study of “A Bible Study on
“The Screwtape Letters.”

Open Doors will meet in the Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study of
“Vanishing Grace” by Philip Yancy.

Next Sermon — Sunday, August 13

“Walking in Faith” Rev. Jeff Bandy
Gospel Lesson Matthew 14: 22-33

VACATION: Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty, will be on vacation Aug 7-18.
Please be patient with our office volunteers in her absence. We have printed the
bulletins ahead of time, so please give Pastor Jeff any announcements that come
up in her absence.

August 6, 2023 Announcements

YOU'RE INVITED TO A SHOPPING PARTY AT SHOE CARNIVAL!: Tomorrow, Mon.,
August 7 is the last day to get 20% Off at the Beavercreek Shoe Carnival. Just say you are
with Faith Community at checkout. This special event is for shoes of all sizes. (Please note:
Tax Free Weekend ends today.)

SHOES 4 THE SHOELESS: A very special thank you to the 31 volunteers who helped
register, measure, handout cookies and fill out paperwork on Saturday, July 29. 162
children will return on Sat., August 12, 9:30-10:30am to pick up their new shoes. If you
would like to volunteer or have any questions please call Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619.

BRING YOUR COINS NEXT WEEK!: August 13 is coins for missions Sunday. Coins
will go to the following Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and outreach team:
Bridges of Hope, Fish Pantry and Family Promise.

WOMEN'’S GROUPS: DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on Tue., August 15 at 1:00pm in FH 15A.
WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE will meet on Mon., August 21 at 1:30pm in the Parlor. All women
are welcome to attend either group.

XENIA CITYWIDE WORSHIP IN SHAWNEE PARK: On Sun., August 20 at 10:30am
in the Pavilion, FCUM, along with several other churches in Xenia, will be suspending our
regular Sunday morning activities in order to worship together in the park. This is an
opportunity for us to witness to the Xenia community about our oneness in Christ. The
guest speaker will be Kevin Jones from Cedarville University. There will be chairs set up in
the pavilion. If you prefer to bring your own lawn chairs, please set them up outside of the
pavilion. Please contact the office and give your hame and phone number if you are
interested in being a part of the “choir” or if you have a golf cart that you would be willing
to use for a shuttle service.

ATTENTION ALL MEN: The Men of Faith will meet on Mon., August 21 at 6:00pm in the
Library. Pizza will be provided. We are continuing our study Rooted: Grow Deep, Live Strong,
followed by a meeting discussing the garden and garage sale projects, and other activities.

BLOOD DRIVE: We will have a blood drive in the Community Center on Mon., August
28, 2:00pm to 6:00pm. You can make a reservation for your preferred appointment
time to donate by going to www.donortime.com or (937) 461-3220. Remember that your
donation can save as many as THREE lives!

PROACTIVELY PLANNING FOR YOUR FUTURE: Save the Date! The Unbroken Circle
Committee invites you to the first in the series Proactively Planning for Your Future on
Sat., September 16, from 10-11am in the Youth Lounge. Julie Wickline's presentation
will be "Explaining Ohio's Advanced Directives."

SHARING FAITH, BUILDING COMMUNITY: We are starting two new opportunities to
help us live into our vision. Meet & Eat: We are looking for hosts to open their homes for our
new Meet & Eat small groups where people will share their life of faith together. Hospitality
Team: We are forming a team to start up a Hospitality Time before and after Worship Service
to be offered in the Narthex. This team will help design the space and decide what will be
offered to encourage conversations and build relationships. If you are interested in either
opportunity, please contact Pastor Jeff (937) 372-7601 ext 13 or email PastorJeff@fcum.org.
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