April 16, 2023

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

Prelude Elaine Grayson
“Hymn to Joy” David Hegarty
Introit Chancel Choir

Greeting/Life of the Church

**Call to Worship (based on Psalm 16)

Liturgist: Protect us, O God, for in you we take refuge;

All: Let us say to God, “You are our Lord; we have no good apart
from you.”

Liturgist: Today, we come to worship God in truth and turn away from
worshiping the idols all around us.

All: God delights in our sincere worship, but sorrow visits those
who give their worship to idols.

Liturgist: We bless the Lord who gives counsel, who instructs our hearts
in the secret of the night.

All: We keep the Lord always before us so that we shall not be
moved from God’s ways.

Liturgist: Our hearts are glad, our souls rejoice, and our bodies rest
secure,

All: Because God keeps us from destruction in this life and the
next.

Liturgist: God shows us the path of life,

All: And in God’s presence is the fullness of joy forevermore.

Liturgist: And so, we say to God,

All: “You are our Lord; we have no good apart from you.” Amen.

**QOpening Hymn “Easter People Raise Your Voices” UMH #304

Opening Prayer (unison)

Life-giving God, we gather today to celebrate the resurrection
of your Son. We are grateful for the new life he brings. We are
grateful for the hope and joy he shares. We are grateful for
leading the way, as he goes before us. Strengthen our faith,
that it may sustain us during difficult days and enable us to
share your love with others. Open our hearts to new life and
new possibilities. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

Children’s Moments

Prayer Hymn "My Tribute” UMH #99

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and
the glory forever. Amen.

Offering/Offertory Elaine Grayson
“Morning Hymn” Gordon Young
**Doxology UMH #95

**Prayer of Dedication

Holy One, we give you thanks and praise for your promise of new
life. We thank you for these gifts. As we offer them into your
hands, may they bring hope and new life to those in need. In the
name of the resurrected Christ, we pray. Amen.

Epistle Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
Liturgist: The Word of God for the People of God.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Ministry of Music
“All Creatures of Our God and King"

Chancel Choir
Melody Bober.

Pastor Jeff Bandy
UMH #163

“Joy in Hope”
“Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know”

Sermon

**Closing Hymn
Sending Forth
Choral Benediction

Postlude Elaine Grayson

“Suite Gothique Introduction” Leon Boéllmann
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The Altar Flowers are given by Eric and Kylie Fleming
in honor of their 152 Wedding Anniversary.



Epistle Reading — 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NRSVUE)

A Living Hope

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead *and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, > who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
®In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to
suffer various trials, ” so that the genuineness of your faith —
being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested
by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him,
you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,
? for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.

: WELCOME VISITORS! :
Df you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to sign our attendance
i register located in each pew. We welcome you and hope you will come back
¢ and worship with us again soon.
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F%{IIH |
Community

Sharing Faith, Building Community

Rev. Jeff Bandy
Office Hours M, T, TH 9:00am-3:00pm & by Appt.
Office: (937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorjeff@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

April 16, 2023 - Worship Team

Ushers Chad Mossing, Gerald Mahan,
Will Mossing, Jim Osburn
Greeters Dr. Paul Dillaplain and Elaine Hughes
Liturgist Pastor Vic Toney
Guest Organist Elaine Grayson
Choir Director Glen Shaw

Bells Director Jim McPeek



mailto:pastorjeff@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/

Monday Women United 1:00 pm Parlor
17 Men of Faith 6:00 pm Rm 16 A-B
Cub Scouts 6:30pm FH 15 A-B
Boy Scouts 7.00pm FH15C
Tuesday Bible Study 10:00 am Parlor
18 Dorcas Circle 1:00pm FH15A-B
Mission Outreach 3:30 pm  Parlor
Magic Volleyball Practice 5:30pm FCC
Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH15A,B,C, 16 A-B
Wednesday | Handbell Practice 6:15 pm  Music Room
19
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00 am  Parlor
20
Friday OFFICE CLOSED
21 Magic Volleyball Practice 5:30pm FCC
Saturday Double | 6:00 pm FH 15 A, Kitchen
22
Sunday Sunday School 9:15am Parlor, 11, 15C, 16A
23 Fellowship Time 10:00 am FH 15 A-B, Kitchen
Worship Service 10:30 am  Sanctuary

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook, study of “Minor Prophets —

Sunday School Studies

God Still Speaks: Habakkuk.”

Open Doors meet in Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study of "What's So

Amazing About Grace? " by Philip Yancey.
Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A-B, Leader Joyce Smith.

Preschool — Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 11 under the leadership of
Kiley Fleming and Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce

the Bible Story of the day.

Next Sermon — Sunday, April 23

“The Shepherd & The Gate”
Gospel Lesson

Rev. Jeff Bandy
John 10:1-10

April 16, 2023 Announcements

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATIONS: Guidelines and application forms for
FCUMC's Educational Assistance are available in the narthex and church office. This year
assistance will be offered to graduating high school seniors who are contemplating
entering a college or technical school in the fall of 2023 as well as to upper classmen
currently enrolled in college. These forms must be completed and returned to the church
office by today, April 16.

ATTENTION ALL MEN: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, April 17 at 6PM
in Room 16A&B (Community Center). All men are invited to join us. Each person
may bring their own meal and beverage. We will have a social time during the
meal. A short business meeting will be conducted at 6:30PM followed by a meeting
discussing the garden and garage sale projects, and other activities. All men
especially those who may be participating in upcoming projects are urged to
attend. This is a good time to be thinking about your donations to the garage sale.
You can find more information in our Men of Faith pamphlet in the Narthex.

WOMEN UNITED CIRCLE: (Formerly Women of Faith) will meet on Monday,
April 17, at 1:00pm in the Parlor. Any woman is welcome.

DORCAS CIRCLE: will meet on Tuesday, April 18 at 1:00pm in FH 15A. All
women are invited to join us.

VACATION: Our Office Administrator, Deb Klaty, will be on vacation April 17-28.
Please be patient with our office volunteers in her absence. We have printed all the
bulletins ahead of time, so please give Pastor Jeff any announcements that come up
in her absence.

OFFICE CLOSURES: Due to Vacation schedules the office will be closed Friday,
April 21 and Friday, April 28 we're sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.
EMOTIONAL WELLNESS: The Greater Dayton Stephen Ministry Network is
sponsoring a presentation by Ryan Castro, LPCC, Director of New Creation
Counseling Center on Sunday, April 30 from 2:30-4:30pm. Issues of depression,
anxiety, grief, and aging will be addressed during the session which will be held at
Fairhaven 's Schwalm Chapel, 637 Whipp Road, Centerville, OH 45459. For additional
information or possible carpooling, contact Becky Cultice (937) 376-5747 or
culticer@sbcglobal.net.

ARE YOU GETTING OUR FAITH LINKS NEWSLETTER?: Our monthly newsletter
is mailed out via Bulk Rate and we have to mail at least 200 pieces to get the
discounted postage price. Our list is close to running below 200. Please notify the
office if you would like to be added to the mailing list.
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