
 
 
 

December 18, 2022 
 
 
 

(**Indicates, please stand as able)                          
 

Prelude                       “We Three Kings”           John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 
                               

Greeting/Life of the Church                                    Pastor Andy Wagner 
 

Introit                           Chancel Choir 
 

**Call to Worship  
 

L: Glory to God in the highest! 
P: And hope to every discouraged heart. 
L: Glory to God in the highest! 
P: And peace to every conflicted soul. 
L: Glory to God in the highest! 
P: And joy to every downcast spirit. 
L: Glory to God in the highest! 
P: And love to everyone. 
A: Let us offer light against the darkness as we worship God. 
 

**Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Eternal Creator, with you each moment of life is full of wonder  
and surprise. We pray for you to make us watchful as we await  
the coming of Christ. Grant that we may not be found sleeping in 
sin, but awake and rejoicing in your newness of life. Through the  
same Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

**Opening Hymn         “O Come, All Ye Faithful”        (v. 1,3,4) UMH#234 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                  The Skaggs Family    
 

Children’s Moments                  
 

Prayer Hymn                     “The First Noel”                  (v. 1,2) UMH#245 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer                      
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings                               
Offertory       “God Rest You Merry Gentleman”    Traditional English Carol 
 

**Doxology                                                                           UMH #95 
 

**Prayer of Dedication                                                                           
Amazing God, your love shone through the Christ Child in the 
manger. Bless these gifts that your light may shine through us, as 
well. May they offer hope and love to those most in need of it. 
Amen. 
 

**Gospel Lesson                                                         Luke 2: 8-14 
L: The Word of God for the People of God. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

Ministry of Music                                                              Chancel Choir         
                                 “O Blessed Jesus Child”                       Robert Lau 
                

Sermon                                                                  Pastor Andy Wagner 
                   “Angels of Christmas: Angels to the Shepherds” 
 

**Closing Hymn         “Angels We Have Heard on High”           UMH #238 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Choral Benediction             
 

Postlude                          “He Is Born!”              Traditional French Carol 
 
           

 
 

 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given by Ed Stidham   
in honor of  Margaret Stidham’s birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

          Gospel Lesson – Luke 2: 8-14 
 

 
 
 

 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said  

to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in  

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will  

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling  

cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those  

with whom he is pleased!” 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Andy Wagner 
(937) 372-7601 ext. 13 

pastorandy@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 18, 2022 
 

Worship Team 
       

 Ushers               Bob Whipp, Edward Stidham 
  Rick Smith, Gerald Mahan  
  

  Greeter      Pam Whipp 
 

  Acolytes Catherine Mossing, Luke Mossing 
 

  Liturgist      Chad Mossing 
 

  Guest Organist      Jim McPeek 
   

 Choir Director Glen Shaw  
  

 Bells Director Jim McPeek 
  
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS!  

If you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to sign our 
attendance register located in each pew. We welcome you and 
hope you will come back and worship with us again soon. 

Angels of Christmas:  
Angels to the Shepherds 

mailto:pastorandy@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday   
19 

  Women of Faith 
  Men of Faith 
  Cub Scouts 
  Boy Scouts 
  SO Basketball Practice 

  1:00 pm 
  6:00 pm 
  6:30 pm 
  7:00 pm 
  7:00 pm 

Parlor 
Rm 16 A-B 
FH 15 A-B 
FH 15 C 
FCC 

Tuesday  
20 

  Magic Volleyball Practice   5:30 pm FCC 
 

Wednesday 
21 

Handbell Practice 
Choir Practice 

  6:15 pm 
  7:30 pm 

Music Room 
Sanctuary 

Thursday 
22 

Prayer Shawl 
 

11:00 am 
   

Parlor 
 

Friday  
23 

     

Saturday 24 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve Music 
Christmas Eve Service 

   

  8:30 pm 
  9:00 pm 

 

Sanctuary 
Sanctuary 

 
 
 

Sunday 25 

 

Sunday School  
Fellowship Time 
Worship Service 

  

  9:15 am 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 

   

  Parlor, 11, 15C, Edge 
FH 15 A-B 
Sanctuary 

Next Sermon – Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25   

“Angels of Christmas: Angels and the Son of God”       Pastor Andy Wagner 
Scripture Lesson                                                     Hebrews 1: 1-14 
 

 

Sunday School Studies 
 

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook, study of "It's A Wonderful 

Life." 
 

Open Doors meet in Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study of "Faithful: 
Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton. 
 

Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A-B, Leader Joyce Smith.  
 

Preschool – Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 11 under the leadership of 
Kiley Fleming and Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce 

the Bible Story of the day.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 18, 2022 Announcements 
 
 

--------------------- 

CAROLING OPPORTUNITY: If you haven’t had a chance to go caroling this year, 
several of us plan to meet at the church at Sunday, Dec. 18 at 3:00pm, to sing to 
our neighbors in the condos adjacent to the church. We expect to be done within an 
hour. Please join us and feel free to spread the word. All are welcome! 

--------------------- 
MEN OF FAITH: The Men of Faith will meet on Monday, Dec. 19 at 6:00pm in 
Room 16A & B (Community Center). All men are invited to join us. Each person may 
bring their own meal and beverage. We will have a social time during the meal. A 
short business meeting will follow at 6:30 PM followed by the installation of new 
officers for 2023. We will have Christmas Carol singing, and will close with 
Communion.  

--------------------- 
MATERIALS TO HELP MAKE A DIFFICULT CHRISTMAS EASIER: Our Stephen 
Ministry team wants you to know that there is literature available to help those who 
are grieving or who feel that Christmas might be difficult for them this year. Care 
Notes can be found in the narthex. There is also a table filled with helpful items in 
the narthex across from the parlor. Please help yourselves and consider taking some 
for others. 

--------------------- 
WE NEED GREETERS:  Would you like to be a greeter on Sunday mornings? We 
have a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex and you can choose the days you 
would like to greet. Thank you for your service to the Lord. 

--------------------- 

DO YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO HELP OTHERS? : We’re looking for a few people to 
help the Benevolence Team give out money to those less fortunate.  For more 
information, please contact Bob Whipp at (937) 306-8281 or Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com.  

--------------------- 
PILL BOTTLES: Unfortunately Matthew 25 Ministries will no longer be collecting pill 
bottles and we are not aware of anyone else who is at this time.  

--------------------- 
WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO BE ON OUR PRAYER TEAM?: We have a Prayer 

Request link on our website and have prayer requests from the congregation and 

from the community that are submitted for prayer. The prayer requests are 

confidential within the prayer team.  Everyone on the team is asked to pray for those 

requests for seven days. The information is emailed to the prayer team so that 

everyone gets the same information and can pick it up daily at their convenience. If 

you are willing to try it just go to the church website (fcum.org), click on the Prayer 

Request link, then put in your name and email address. In the space for prayer 

requests you can say that you want to be added to the PRAYER TEAM, then click the 

SEND MESSAGE button and we will add your email address to the team. You can 

also email your request to join the team to: prayerchain@fcum.org. If you don't have 

access to the internet you can be put on our phone prayer team by calling Rosi 

Mackey at (937) 902-9022. 

--------------------- 

mailto:Robert.Whipp@yahoo.com
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Week 4 – The Candle of Love 
 

Reader One: Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a  

sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven”  

(Isaiah 7:11). But when the king refused, God would not be stopped. 

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 

with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). 

 

Reader Two: God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves.  

God wants us to experience God’s presence, even when we think we can 

handle life on our own. God sends us signs of God’s presence with us; all  

we need to do is keep our eyes open and look. 

 

Reader One: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel," which means, ‘God with us.’ “When Joseph awoke  

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her 

as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;  

and he named him Jesus” (Matthew 1:23-25). 

 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of  

proclaimed peace, of deep everlasting joy, and today of presence that  

speaks of love, as a sign that no matter our circumstance, we know we are  

not alone. 
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THE CHRISTMAS 

POINSETTIAS 

ARE GIVEN BY: 
 

Gary & Chris Allen in honor of the Corey Allen Family and the Diana Burdick 
Family, and in memory of Steve & Marion Matyi and Bill & Doris Allen 
 

John & Carolyn Bailey in memory of loved ones 
 

Alan Barone in honor of Allison & Crystal Barone 
 

Sharon Boothe in memory of Matthew Boothe, son of Mike and Sharon 
Boothe, and her parents Hayden & Elinor Milligan  
 

Tammy & Richard Byers in honor of Halee Beam & David Hortlein’s wedding 
on 1/7/23 and Nancy Roberts and in memory of Earnest Roll and Richard & 
Rosemary Byers  
 

Robert Dillaplain & Elaine Hughes in honor of our children & grandchildren 
and in memory of our parents 
 

Doris Eakins in memory of Wayne Eakins 
 

Jackie Foster in memory of Ray Foster 
 

John & Elaine Grayson in memory of their parents Charles & Isabelle 
Grayson and Roy & Clara Marsh 
 

Carol Kennedy in memory of Jim Kennedy 
 

Jim & Deb Klaty and Betty Wolverton in memory of MaryJean Klaty,  
Ethel & Walter Spinner, Frank Bentley and Marjean Bracken 
 

Bob & Donna McColaugh in memory of Dean & Ruth LeFevre and Bob & 
Marjean McColaugh 
 

Betsy & Mike Murray in honor of our children and grandchildren and in 
memory of our parents 
 

Harry & Alice Osman in memory of their loved ones     
 

Wilma Shaw in memory of William (Bill) Shaw 
 

The Skaggs Family in memory of Sharon & Mike Skaggs and Darrell Morris 
 

Luke & Billie Snell in memory of Murray & Pauline Snell and Rev. William & 
Rena Williams 
 

Bruce & Debbie Spitler in memory of Earl & Jean Grolle, Bob & Pat Spitler, 
and Kelli McKenzie 
 

Vic & Pam Toney in memory of Vera Toney, Georgia Toney, and Jean Tompson 
 

Beverly Walton in honor of Ray & Virginia Barker and in memory of Dan 
Riley and Donna Brockert  
 
 

You may pick up your Poinsettias in the Sanctuary  
after the 10:30am service on Christmas Day. 
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