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(**Indicates, please stand as able)                          
 

Prelude                      “Faith and Hope”                 arr. by Tom Fettke 
                                Carol Stewart and Steve Gurk, organ-piano duet 

                              

Greeting/Life of the Church                                 Pastor Andy Wagner    
 

**Call to Worship 
              

L: Listen! God is welcoming us to this time of worship. Young and old, 
 rich and poor, all are welcomed.    
P: This is a place where all belong. This is a time when all are 
 accountable to God.  
L: The Maker of all seeks our common good. The God of Mercy calls  
 on us to be merciful.   
P: We are not judges over our sisters and brothers. We are 
 called to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
L: Come to sing praises and put your trust in God. Come to prepare 
 yourself to serve in Christ’s name.  
A: We bring all our needs to God, our hope. We want to share 
 faith and hope with others. 
  

**Opening Hymn     “In Christ There Is No East or West”     UMH#548 
 

Opening Prayer (unison)                                              
Author of all humankind, come to lift us up to our full humanity as 
we worship you in this hour. You surround us on every side and 
are acquainted with all our ways. You know our shallow motives 
and our deepest thoughts. You are aware of the distinctions we 
make and the favoritism we express. Yet you welcome us, not as 
strangers but as heralds of your reign. We want to worship you 
and to represent you well. Come among us now with your 
transforming power. Amen. 
 

Prayer Hymn        “Open My Eyes, That I May See”             UMH#454 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as  
we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings               Carol Stewart 
Offertory       “We Are the Church”        Richard Avery and Donald Marsh 
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands             Afro-American Spiritual 
          

**Doxology                           UMH #95 
 

**Prayer of Dedication                                        Pastor Andy Wagner    
We give because you have been generous to us, gracious God. We 
give because we need to give in order to realize your image 
within us. We give to feed the hungers of body and soul that are 
all around us and deep within. May the ministries of this church 
meet the needs of our members, our community, and our world. 
Help us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
  

Ministry of Music            “Great is the Lord”             Carol Stewart, piano 
Men’s Quartet: Pastor Andy Wagner, John Sherer, Wayne Cook, Gene Foiles 
 

Scripture Lesson                                           James 2: 1-17 
L: The Word of God for the People of God. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

Sermon                      “A Living Faith”                   Pastor Andy Wagner  
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion                                       UMH#13 
 

**Closing Hymn               “I Come, with Joy”                             UMH#617   
 

**Sending Forth 
 

**Postlude                “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”   
                                                          Johann Naegeli/Marilynn Ham 
                          

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Rev. Andy Wagner 
(937) 372-7601 ext. 13 

pastorandy@fcum.org  ◊  www.fcum.org 
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia 
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  
6 

     OFFICE CLOSED  FOR  LABOR DAY 

Tuesday  
7 

Girl Scouts 
Disciple Bible Study 
Trustees 

  6:00 pm 
  6:30 pm 
  6:30 pm 

Rm 15 A,B,C, 16A,   
Rm 6 
Library 

Wednesday 
8 

            DEADLINE  FOR  
Disciple Bible Study 
Handbell Practice 
Praise Band Practice 
Choir Practice 

 9/12/21 
  2:00 pm 
  6:15 pm 
  7:00 pm 
  7:30 pm 

BULLETIN 
Rm 6 
Music Room 
FCC 
Sanctuary 

Thursday  
9 

Prayer Shawl 
Membership Care 
Grief Support 

11:00 am 
12:30 pm 
  2:00 pm 

Parlor 
Parlor 
Parlor 

Friday  
10 

UMM Garage Sale   6:00 pm FCC 

Saturday 
11 

UMM Garage Sale   9:00 am FCC 

Sunday  
12 
 

Traditional Worship                   
Sunday School                           
 
Contemporary Worship 
Boy Scouts Troop 140           

  9:00 am     
10:00 am    
 
11:00 am 
  5:00 pm 

Sanctuary  
Rm 11, 15 C, 16A,  
Parlor, Library 
FCC 
Rm 15 A 

September 5, 2021 
 

Worship Team 
    

  Ushers            Mike Tittle, Don Wolf,  
   Butch Smith, Gary Allen 
    

  Greeters         Jim Osburn, Joyce Osburn 
 

 Liturgist      Mike Engle 
  

 Acolytes Will Mossing, Catherine Mossing,  
  Morgan Fleming, Micah Fleming,  
  Austin Barone, AJ Trent 
  

 Organist     Carol Stewart 
 
  
 

 

Sunday School Studies 
 

Explorers meet in Room 6, Leader Char Lee, study of “The Jesus You May Not 
Know” by David Jeremiah. The class will begin on Sunday, September 12.  
 

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook, 11 week study of “Romans Chapters 1-
8: Becoming New in Christ.”  
  

Open Doors meet in Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study “Learn from the Hymns. 
 

Friends & Followers meet in the Library, Leader Chad Mossing.  
 

Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A-B, Leader Joyce Smith.  
 

Preschool – Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 11 under the leadership of Kiley Fleming 
and Karen Mossing for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story of the 
day.     
 

mailto:pastorandy@fcum.org
http://www.fcum.org/


 

Scripture Lesson – James 2: 1-17 
 
 
 

Warning against Partiality 
 

2 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 

believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold 

rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 

person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the 

one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while 

to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 

feet,” 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 

become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and 

sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith 

and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who 

love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 

oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7 Is it not they 

who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show 

partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of it. 11 For the one who said, 

“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” 

Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 

become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those 

who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be 

without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs 

over judgment. 
 

Faith without Works Is Dead 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith 

but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is 

naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their 

bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no 

works, is dead. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sermon – Sunday, September 12 
  

“A Mighty Force”                                                        Pastor Andy Wagner 
Scripture Lesson                                                   James 3: 1-12 

 
 

Announcements 
------------------------ 

BRING YOUR COINS NEXT WEEK!: September 12 is coins for missions Sunday. 
Coins will go to the following Ministries supported by the FCUMC mission and 
outreach team: Bridges of Hope, Fish Pantry and Wings of the Morning. 

------------------------ 

IT'S TIME FOR FESTIVAL OF SHARING: This year Festival of Sharing will be on 
September 18 at Otterbein University. We are collecting Hygiene and School kits. 
Please watch for the tubs where you can place your kits. There is now a web site 
that you can go to for information on the contents and a video for the collection and 
making the kits. [Fosohio.org] All kits are due by September 14. We have some bags 
for the school kits. Please remember there is a $2 processing fee that should be put 
in an envelope attached to the kits. Contact Scott and Carol Jenkins at (937) 372-
1372 and they will be glad to shop for you if you are unable.   

------------------------ 

S4TS (SHOES 4 THE SHOELESS) IS BACK!: Our next event will be Saturday, 
September 25 at 9:30am. Kris H. is coming again with all her shoes so the kids get 
their shoes that day. We are going to be able to have the event in the community 
center. Anyone interested in volunteering from 9:00am – 12:00pm please contact 
Sandy Pramer (937) 307-3619 or Deb Klaty in the Church office at (937) 372-7601. 

------------------------ 

NURSERY CARE PROVIDER: Faith Community United Methodist Church is looking 
for paid part-time help to provide nursery care for infants and toddlers on Sunday 
morning for Sunday school and worship.  If you, or someone you know, is interested 
in spending time with our youngest members, please contact Becky Cultice (937) 
376-5747 (home), (937) 768-8086 (cell), culticer@sbcglobal.net, or any member of 
the Staff Parish Relations Committee for additional information about this position.  

------------------------ 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO BE ON OUR PRAYER TEAM?: We have a Prayer 
Request link on our website and have prayer requests from the congregation and 
from the community that are submitted for prayer. The prayer requests are 
confidential within the prayer team. Everyone on the team is asked to pray for those 
requests for seven days. The information is emailed to the prayer team so that 
everyone gets the same information and can pick it up daily at their convenience. If 
you are willing to try it just go to the church website (fcum.org), click on the Prayer 
Request link, then put in your name and email address. In the space for prayer 
requests you can say that you want to be added to the PRAYER TEAM, then click the 
SEND MESSAGE button and we will add your email address to the team. You can 

also email your request to join the team to: prayerchain@fcum.org. If you don't have 
access to the internet you can be put on our phone prayer team by calling Bruce 
Pickelheimer at (937) 376-2361. 

------------------------ 

 

http://www.fosohio.org/
mailto:culticer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fcum.org/
mailto:prayerchain@fcum.org


 

 

 

Scripture Lesson – James 2: 1-17 
 
 
 

Warning against Partiality 
 

2 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 

believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold 

rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 

person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the 

one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while 

to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 

feet,” 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 

become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and 

sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith 

and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who 

love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 

oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7 Is it not they 

who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show 

partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of it. 11 For the one who said, 

“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” 

Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 

become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those 

who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be 

without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs 

over judgment. 
 

Faith without Works Is Dead 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith 

but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is 

naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their 

bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no 

works, is dead. 
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