April 18, 2021

(**Indicates, please stand as able)

“The Bells of the Old Minister” Blaus Rowdemath
Carol Stewart and Steve Gurk, piano-organ duet

Greeting/Life of the Church Elaine Hughes
**Call to Worship

L: Let us call on our God and give thanks.
Let hearts rejoice as we sing God'’s praise.
P: Glory be to God in whose covenant we find life.
Let all the people tell of God’s wonderful works.
L: Let us open ourselves continually to God’s presence.
Let us seek the strength that God alone provides.
P: Surely the Spirit leps us in our weakness.
The Spirit searches our hearts and enlarges our prayers.
L: Who can separate us from the love of God?
Will hardship, distress, or peril overcome us?
A: Nothing can separate us from God'’s love.
We can face all things, knowing God’s care.

"0 God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Opening Prayer (unison)

You know us, God, better than we know ourselves. You know the
ways we scheme and manipulate for our own advantage. You are
aware of how often our deeds fail to match the faith we claim.
Help us to face ourselves with honesty. Give us the will and
courage to change our ways. We give thanks for Christ’s
intercession for us. We rejoice as the Spirit gives voice to all we
cannot express. Save us, O God, that our lives might give
expression to your reign. Amen.

Prelude

**QOpening Hymn UMH#117

Prayer Hymn "0 Jesus, I Have Promised” UMH#396

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

Ministry of Music “I Walk Today, Where Jesus Walked"” Geoffrey O'Hara
Stephanie Leupp & John Sherer, duet; Gene Foiles, piano

Scripture Lesson Romans 8: 31-39
L: The Word of God for the People of God.

P: Thanks be to God! Amen.
“How Great a Debtor” Roderick Leupp

UMH#310

Sermon

**Closing Hymn
**Sending Forth
**postlude “Blessed Assurance” Phoebe P. Knapp/Norman Johnson

“Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”
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Altar Flowers are given by Harry & Alice Osman
In honor of their granddaughter Sarah’s 18" birthday.
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Monday Women of Faith 1:00pm Rm15C
19 Men of Faith 6:00 pm Rm 16 A-B
Cub Scouts 6:10 pm Rm 15 A-B
Boy Scouts 7:00pm Rm15C
Tuesday Dorcas Circle 1:00 pm Rm 15A-B
20 Mission Outreach 3:30pm Rm8
Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH15A,B,C, &16A
Magic Volleyball 6:00 pm FCC
Wednesday DEADLINE FOR 4/25/21 BULLETIN
21 Praise Band Practice 7:00 pm FCC
Thursday Prayer Shawl 11:00am Rm 16 A-B
22 Magic Volleyball 6:00 pm FCC
Christian Ed 7:00 pm Library
Friday Magic Volleyball 6:00 pm FCC
23
Saturday Double | 5:00 pm Rm 15 A & Kitchen
24
Sunday Traditional Worship 9:00 am  Sanctuary
25 Sunday School 10:00am Rm 6,12, 15C, 16A,
Parlor, Library
Contemporary Worship 11:00am FCC
Scholarship Interviews ~ 12:00 pm  Parlor
Boy Scouts Troop 140 5:00pm Rm15A

Realities.”

Sunday School Studies
Explorers meet in Room 6, Leader Cheryl Vahle, 4 week study of “Easter

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook study of “Ephesians: Find out what it
looks like to live as one of God’s adopted children.”

Open Doors meet in Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study “Feeling Secure in a
Troubled World” by Charles Stanley.

Friends & Followers meet in the Library, Leader Chad Mossing.
Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A-B, Leader Joyce Smith.

Preschool — Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 12 under the leadership of Karen
Mossing, and Kylie Fleming for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story
of the day.
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Sharing Faith, Building Community

Rev. Andy Wagner
(937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorandy@fcum.org ¢ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

April 18, 2021

Worship Team

Guest Speaker Roderick Leupp
Ushers Bill Vahle, Chad Mossing
Gerald Mahan, Rick Smith
Liturgist Elaine Hughes
Acolytes Micah Fleming and Morgan Fleming
Organist Carol Stewart
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Scripture Lesson - Romans 8: 31-39
God’s Love in Christ Jesus

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? *2 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up
for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? ** Who
will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.

34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for

us. ** Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or

sword? 3¢ As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3" No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 8 For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, 3 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Next Sermon — Sunday, April 25

“The Sheep of His Pasture” Pastor Andy Wagner
Gospel Lesson John 10: 11-18

Announcements

CARNATION SALE: The UMW celebrates the women in your life with a carnation
sale. Red in honor of those living, White in memory of those we have lost. The cost
is $1.30 per flower. Checks may be made payable to F. C. United Methodist Women.
Forms will be available in the Narthex, Community Center and the Office. Please fill
out the form and turn it in, WITH PAYMENT, to the boxes provided in the Narthex or
the Community Center, Sunday mornings April 18, 25 or May 2. There will also be a
box in the church office to deposit completed forms and payment; drop-off not later
than Friday, April 30. The carnations will be displayed at the worship services on
Mother’s Day, May 9. The flowers you ordered may be picked up after the worship
service you attend.

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATIONS: Guidelines and application forms
for FCUMC's Educational Assistance are available in the narthex, community center,
and church office. This year assistance will be offered to graduating high school
seniors who are contemplating entering a college or technical school in the fall of
2021 as well as to upper classmen currently enrolled in college. These forms must be
completed and returned to the church office by the April 18 deadline.

SHOES 4 THE SHOELESS: We will have a Drive-Thru style event on Sat. May 8
from 10:00am -11:00am (while supplies last). Shoes 4 the Shoeless will be providing
all the shoes and most of the volunteers. If you are able to volunteer, please call
Sandy Pramer at (937) 307-3619.

COVID-19 LOSSES: If you know of anyone who had a family member pass away from
COVID-19, FEMA will provide up to $7,000.00 to reimburse funeral expenses for deaths
that occurred after January 20, 2020. The program starts in April and the information can
be found at: www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance. This is a
very important benefit for anyone who has lost someone due to COVID.

ATTENTION ALL MEN: The Men of Faith will meet on April 19th and all men are
invited to join us. The meeting time will be 6:00 PM in rooms 16 A & B. Each person
will bring their own meal and beverage. We will have a social time during the meal.
The program will be a presentation from Bridges of Hope and their plans for the
year. There will be a short business session followed by the program.

LIFELINE SCREENING: The Life Line Screening will be here at Faith Community
United Methodist Church on Monday, May 17, 2021 offering safe, painless, non-
invasive preventive health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine
physical. To be more proactive about your health and to live longer for yourself, your
family and your community, please register for these potentially life-saving tests
today. Please refer to the attached flyer to get more info about how you can sign up
while receiving $10 off any package priced above $139. For only $139 (regularly
$149) you can learn your risk of having stroke or vascular disease. Three ways to
register: Call toll-free: 866-229-0469, Text: the word circle to 797979, or Online:
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle.
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