March 14, 2021
** (Indicates, please stand as able)

Prelude

“Assurance”
arr. by John Ness Beck
Carol Stewart and Steve Gurk, piano-organ duet

Greeting/Life of the Church

Rev. Andy Wagner

** Call to Worship
L: Return to the Lord your God,
P: for God is gracious.
L: Confess to the Lord your God,
P: for God is merciful.
L: Repent to the Lord your God,
P: for God is slow to anger.
L: Praise the Lord your God,
P: for God abounds in steadfast love.
L: Worship the Lord your God.
A: Together, let us worship God!
**Opening Hymn

“Grace Greater than Our Sin”

UMH#305

Opening Prayer (unison)
Great and Holy God,
we confess that oftentimes we miss the mark.
We mess up. We fall short.
We disappoint ourselves or others around us.
Most of all, we have not done all that you would have us do.
This is why we are here today:
for community that corrects and inspires us,
for worship that lifts our spirits,
for the urgent reminder of your Grace that abounds in our lives,
for the peace that enables us to embody your Spirit of peace.
In this time of worship, O Living Lord, remake us.
In this time of worship, O Holy Spirit, fill us up.
Remind us of our calling.
Grant us the courage to be your people
through the Risen Christ,
the only One who sets us free. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

UMH#361

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
Ministry of Music

“I Can Only Imagine”
Bart Millard
Pam Colbrunn, vocal solo

**Gospel Lesson

John 8:2-11

L: The Word of God for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God! Amen.
Sermon
** Closing Hymn

“The Testing of Jesus, Part 5”
“To God Be the Glory”

Rev. Andy Wagner
UMH#98

** Sending Forth
** Postlude

“Redeemed”

William J. Kirkpatrick

Altar Flowers are given by Rick and Joyce Smith in honor of
all those who assist with Family Outreach meals.
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Sunday School Studies
Explorers meet in Room 6, Leader Cheryl Vahle, 4 week study of “Easter
Realities.”

March 14, 2021

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook study of “Ephesians: Find out what
it looks like to live as one of God’s adopted children.”
Open Doors meet in Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study “On the Road Again – A
Faith Journey” by James W. Moore.
Friends & Followers meet in the Library, Leader Chad Mossing.
Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A-B, Leader Julie Wickline.
Preschool – Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 12 under the leadership of Karen
Mossing, and Kylie Fleming for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story
of the day.

Worship Team
Ushers

Paul Pinkerton, Doug Wickline,
Joe Kennedy, Bruce Spitler

Liturgist

Elaine Hughes

Acolytes

Micah Fleming and Morgan Fleming

Organist

Carol Stewart

Announcements
Gospel Lesson – John 8: 2-11
Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people
came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. 3 The
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught
in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, 4 they said to
him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of
committing adultery. 5 Now in the law Moses commanded us to
stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They said this to test
him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him.
Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 When
they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to
them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” 8 And once again he bent down and wrote
on the ground. 9 When they heard it, they went away, one by one,
beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the
woman standing before him. 10 Jesus straightened up and said to
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned
you?” 11 She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I
condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.”

TODAY IS COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY: Please place your coins in the
buckets provided. Coins will go to the following Ministries supported by the FCUMC
mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, Fish Pantry and Wings of the Morning.
-----------------------THE LENTEN CHALLENGE: This year's Lenten offering is to benefit Xenia people
in need. Our donations will go to support FISH, IHN, and Bridges of Hope. Each
week we will take up an offering. The idea of this challenge is to remind us of all
we have and to remember those that are less fortunate. Each week's offering is
based on items you have at home but people in need might not have.
Suggested Donations:
Week 1 – Donate 25¢ for each can you have at home.
Week 2 – Donate 50¢ for every pair of shoes in your closet.
Week 3 – Donate $1 for every coat in your closet.
Week 4 – Donate $2 for every bed in your house.
Week 5 – Donate 50¢ for each blanket you have.
Week 6 – Donate $1 for each meal eaten out/carried in that week.
These amounts are just suggestions. Our desire is for us to realize how much we
each have and to give back to those local charities that help those in need. Thank
you for being a part of the Lenten challenge!
------------------------

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATIONS: Guidelines and application
forms for FCUMC’s Educational Assistance are available in the narthex, community
center, and church office. This year assistance will be offered to graduating high
school seniors who are contemplating entering a college or technical school in the
fall of 2021 as well as to upper classmen currently enrolled in college. These forms
must be completed and returned to the church office by the April 18 deadline.
------------------------

BLOOD DRIVE: We will have a blood drive in the Community Center on Monday,
March 15, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. You can make a reservation for your preferred
appointment time to donate by going to www.donortime.com or (937) 461-3220.
Remember that your donation can save as many as THREE lives!
------------------------

JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES (J.A.M.): is celebrating their 49th year of garden
ministry by collection seeds and donations. J.A.M. helps persons who have lost
their jobs, senior citizens, and low-income families. This ministry enables the
growers to increase both the quantity and the quality of their available food. The
number of gardeners continues to increase in the 18-county area served in
southeast Ohio. Deadline for collection is April 15th. For more information, see
(jamumc.org) or contact Scot and Carol Jenkins.
------------------------

Next Sermon – Sunday, March 21

“The Testing of Jesus, Part 6”
Gospel Lesson

Rev. Andy Wagner
Matthew 16: 13-23

ALL MEN ARE INVITED: The Men of Faith meet on March 15th at 6:00 PM in
rooms 16 A-B. Each person will bring their own meal and beverage. We will have a
social time during the meal. There will be a short business session followed by
sharing stories of “Funny and/or Frightening” events you have experienced.
------------------------

BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER FOR DICK STROUS on Mar 20. Please help us
celebrate this day by sending him a card to the following address: 829 Louise
Drive; Xenia, OH 45385.
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