February 14, 2021

Prayer Hymn

** (Indicates, please stand as able)

Prelude “Jesus Loves Me with Clair de Lune” Bradbury, Debussy/Reimer
Greeting/Life of the Church

Rev. Andy Wagner

** Call to Worship
L: God summons us from the sun’s rising to its setting.
Listen, for the mighty One speaks to us.
P: Our God comes and does not keep silence.
Through fire and tempest, God is with us.
L: God gathers those faithful to the covenant.
Be quick to respond to God’s invitation.
P: We seek a double share of the prophet’s spirit.
We look for a vision to claim our souls.
L: Open your ears to the good news of the gospel.
Open your eyes to the glory of God.
P: We have come to share knowledge of Jesus Christ.
We gather, seeking transformation and empowerment.
**Opening Hymn

“Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling”

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”

(v. 1,3) UMH#703

Prayers of the Faithful & the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
Ministry of Music

“Love Medley”
arr. by Steve Gurk
Steve Gurk and Carol Stewart, piano and organ duet
(See Message from Steve Gurk in the announcements)

Scripture Lesson

2 Kings 2: 8-14

L: The Word of God for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God! Amen.
Sermon

“Tales I Was Told: Elijah and the Chariots of Fire”
Rev. Andy Wagner

UMH#384

** Closing Hymn

Opening Prayer (unison)
Speak to us, Mighty One, for we are eager to listen. Bless us,
as we cry out to you for strength and vision. You have acted in
times past to save your people. Save us now. You have sent
prophets to change the world. Change us now. You have
granted light in Jesus Christ. Shine on us now. Let us see your
glory. Lift us to the mountaintop in this time of prayer. Stay
close to us to melt away our doubts, and do not leave us, we
pray, through Christ. Amen.

** Sending Forth
** Postlude

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
“Jesus Loves Even Me”

UMH#519
Philip Bliss/Amy Bober

Altar Flowers are given by Rick and Joyce Smith
to the Glory of God
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Tales I Was Told,

Elijah and the Chariots of Fire

Rev. Andy Wagner
(937) 372-7601 ext. 13
pastorandy@fcum.org ◊ www.fcum.org
Like and Follow us on Facebook @ FCUM.Xenia
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Sunday School Studies
Explorers meet in Room 6, Leader Cheryl Vahle study of “Images of the Spirit.”

February 14, 2021

Double I meet in 15C, Leader Wayne Cook study of “Ephesians: Find out what
it looks like to live as one of God’s adopted children.”
Open Doors meet in Parlor, Leader Sandy Pramer study “Feeling Secure in a
Troubled World” by Charles Stanley
Friends & Followers meet in the Library, Leader Chad Mossing.
Grades 6-12 will meet in Rm 16 A-B, Leader Joyce Smith.
Preschool – Grade 5 Join the children in Rm 12 under the leadership of Karen
Mossing, and Kylie Fleming for Bible Stories and activities to reinforce the Bible Story
of the day.

Worship Team
Ushers

Mike Tittle, Eric Fleming,
Jim Osburn, Don Wolf

Liturgist

Chad Mossing

Acolytes

Micah Fleming & Morgan Fleming

Organist

Carol Stewart

Scripture Lesson – 2 Kings 2: 8-14
8

Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water;
the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two
of them crossed on dry ground.
9

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do
for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me
inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you,
it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
Elisha Succeeds Elijah
13

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and
went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the
mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water,
saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck
the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and
Elisha went over.
Next Sermon – Ash Wednesday, February 17

“The Testing of Jesus, Part 1”
Gospel Lesson

Rev. Andy Wagner
Luke 4:1-13

Next Sermon – Sunday, February 21

“The Testing of Jesus, Part 2”
Gospel Lesson

Rev. Andy Wagner
Luke 4:16-30

Announcements
TODAY IS COINS FOR MISSIONS SUNDAY: Please place your coins in the
buckets provided. Coins will go to the following Ministries supported by the FCUMC
mission and outreach team: Bridges of Hope, Fish Pantry and Wings of the
Morning.
-----------------------MESSAGE FROM STEVE GURK: God so loved the World: Thank you for letting me
be part of the musical offering at Faith Community Church. My wife Sylvia originally
played the piano with me playing the organ. Unfortunately, medical issues prevent
Sylvia from playing on this Valentine’s Day. I would like to thank Carol for playing the
piano. The medley of familiar songs, making melody in your hearts as an
instrumental duet, brings us to a place where we are standing in fear and awe before
Jesus Christ. You may say, “OK”, but I find it somewhat awkward. I often wonder
why we are not struck dead by the contradiction in our hearts as we sing the songs
before God in church – especially the people in the choir. Don’t forget that this
medley concludes by reminding us that it is not that we loved God, but that God
loves us. If you forgot the words, look in the hymnal at number 371 & 363.
-----------------------CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE FINALLY HERE!: Those of you who had your
pictures taken for the Directory, or who submitted your photos, may pick up your
new Church Directory on the following dates and times:
Sunday, February 14th: 8:30-9:00am Narthex & 10:30-11:00am Comm. Ctr.
Tuesday, February 15th: 12:00-2:00pm & 6:30-8:30pm in the narthex.
Wednesday, February 16th: 6:30-8:30pm in the narthex.
Sunday, February 21st: 8:30-9:00am Narthex & 10:30-11:00am Comm. Ctr.
We will deliver the directories to our shut-ins and nursing home residents. We are
very excited with the results of this project and hope you will be also.
-----------------------ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2021: The flower calendar for the New Year 2021 is on
the bulletin board in the narthex. You will be responsible for ordering your altar
arrangement and delivery to the church on Friday morning or you can pick it up
and bring it to the church. It will be refrigerated until Sunday. Someone from the
office will call the week before to get the information for the bulletin and remind
you about ordering the flowers. You can order from Flower Stop at 372-1436 in
Xenia or Furst Florist in Dayton at 223-1213 or any place you choose, just make
sure to tell them to deliver between 9 and 12 the Friday prior.
-----------------------CLOSING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER – If the church is going to be closed
it will be listed on WHIO, WDTN, WKEF/WRGT and our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/FCUM.Xenia.
-----------------------ATTENTION ALL MEN: The Men of Faith will meet February 15th at 6:00 PM in
rooms 16 A&B. Each person will bring their own meal and beverage. We will have a
social time during the meal. Business portion will be approving the budget and
programs for most of 2021 followed by a short video. YOU MAY BRING A FRIEND.
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